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PREFACE. 



The sermons of the Tate Rev. John Wilde, herewith presented, 
are selected chiefly from those written and preached during the 
middle and later part of his ministry. And it is feared that this 
collsction does not include all best remembered by his former 
parishioners. Some, which were, perhaps, most acceptable and 
impressive, were so imperfectly represented by the manuscript, 
that they were necessarily omitted ; while others were entirely 
lost. Indeed, he had hunself destroyed tiis earlier sermons, as 
well as a large number of those written in his maturer years. 

The volume is intended as a memorial of him, to recall to his 
friends and former parishioners, by a substantial speaking pres- 
ence, the pleasant memories of his ministrations and social inter- 
course ; that in these printed sentences they may hear again, what, 
in former years, from the familiar pulpit, in joys or sorrows, they 
heard of comfort or counsel or encouragement. He ministered to 
them in his life in no formal manner, but with unselfish interest 
and a large-hearted love which appreciated the highest, and in- 
cluded the lowest, and which made him always ready to rejoice 
with the rejoicing, and weep with those who wept. And if this 
volume shall recall him to the minds of his former parishioners 
and friends, associated with those whom they have loved best, 
with their deepest experiences, their cherished remembrances and 
best resolutions, he will, indeed, though dead, yet speak. 

His sermons are not the full fruit of his life. That was himself, 
his daily act, his large generous heart only dimly shown in these 
recorded utterances, but grown and trained by labors, trials, aspir- 
ations and disappointments, heart sorrows and joys, through years 
of which only the briefest record can be given here. 
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Vi FRBFACB. 

He was bom in Dorchester, Mass., in 1803, and graduated at 
Middlebury, Vt., in 18 J7. After finishing his collegiate course, he 
taught in the Valley of the Shenandoah. Here a severe and pro- 
tracted fever laid the foundation for disease, with which he strug- 
gled all through his life, and which, while it led him to shrink 
from any great responsibility, fitted him in a peculiar manner to 
sympathize with the suffering. He graduated from the Theologi- 
cal Seminarj' at Andover, in 1831, and was ordained over the 
Congregationalist Church, in Grafton, Mass., in 4832. Soon after 
this he married Miss Julia M. Forbes, daughter of Dea. Jona. 
Forbes, of Westboro', Mass. He labored in Grafton pleasantly and 
acceptably until 1839, when he resigned this charge and removed 
to CoDway, N. H., in the hope, (afterwards happily fulfilled,) that 
the climate would be beneficial to the health of his wife. In 1849 
he removed to "West Falmouth, Maine, and for eight years preached 
in that place — with the interruption of one winter spent in St. 
Louis. In 1853, he wTnt to Topsham, Maine, and continued there 
his ministerial duties until 1855, w^hen by reason of failing health, 
he was compelled to discontinue pastoral labor. He travelled six 
months in California, but returned with his health only temporar- 
ily improved, and resided several years in Brunswick, engaging in 
only occasional labors. While at Falmouth, he had been elected 
member of the Board of Overseers of Bowdoin College, in whicli 
he felt great interest. He took charge of Laurel Bank Seminary, 
at Deposit, New York, from '59 to '61, when he purchased in 
Stamford, at the source of the Delaware, an institution, better 
suited to his views, and established a boarding school. His resi- 
dence at Deposit was saddened by the death of his youngest 
daught<?r Lyle, who died soon after his removal to that place. 
His grief was renew^ed at Stamford, by the death of his daughter, 
Mary, next in years. He partially supplied the pulpit of the Pres- 
byterian Church in this place, for several years, in addition to the 
care of his school, although his health had never been sufficient 
since his residence at Topsham, to justify him in his own feeling 
in taking the entire care of a parish. Sensible of the uncertainty 
of his health, and feeling the weight of increasing years, he sold in 
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PBEFACE. Vii 

^66, tlie buildings, and his interest in the school, and removed in 
the autumn of '67, with his wife and only daughter remaining 
with him, to J\lexandria, Va., the residence of his son-in-law. 
Here he hoped to spend quietly the remainder of his days, not 
quitting his Master's business, but still using, unobtrusively, his 
remaining strength in His service. But his labora were soon lo 
close. After a severe and painful illness, he died on the 10th of 
February, 1868, in the 65th 3^ear of his age. 

His last hours were such as became his life and character. !Dur- 
ing the greater part of the two months of his sickness, his suffer- 
ings w^ere intense, but his mind, except toward the last, when it 
w^avered with the weakness of his body, was clear and tranquil. 
He looked calmly upon the certain and near approach of death, 
from which all his life he had shrunk with dread, and he was 
sometimes overwhelmed with gratitude that the sting of death had 
been thus taken away. From the first of his illness he was 
strongly persuaded of its fatal termination, and looked forward 
cheerfully to the end. Towards the last, as the disease made in- 
roads upon his strength, and all that was mortal was sinking be- 
neath him, his peace seemed more secure and full, and his soul 
more strongly ard serenely fixed on Heaven. He said that he 
had speculated too much ; he was now glad to rest in mysten\ 
He had not words to express how near and precious Christ seemed 
to him. Some one asking him if Christ was precious, he said : 
** O, that is too tame. Christ the adored of angels, the glory of the 
Church in all ages !" 

He was never an enthusiast nor apt to speak of his own emo- 
tions. The strong feeling which possessed his soul seemed to ex- 
tort these expressions from him. It was that Christ his Master 
and Elder Brother was sustaining him, that a blessed immortality 
was sure and near at hand. And as the shadows of death gather 
cd about him, the light dawned before. The dead seemed to 
mingle with the living. He called the names of his dear daugl:- 
tersgone years before, as if to him they lived as much as ihose 
standing about him. The hands of the dead reached to him before 
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the touch of the liying ceased. And so he died, serene and full of 
hope, more than hopeful. 

It would be a grateftil task to the writer to recall with the inci- 
dents of his life, the lineaments of his mind and character, but it 
would be difficult, and perhaps, an unnecessary eflfort. Whoever 
knew but a fragment of his life, knew all the man. For he was 
thoroughly sincere and transparent, and in Christian charity, in 
steadfast adherence to the truth and earnest practical benovolence, 
consistent from first to last. Whatever changeableness there may 
have been in his character, aflected only himself, his own feelings 
of comfort or discomfort, and his own estimate of himself. His 
earlier parishioners and friends may find their remembrance of 
him more distinctly revived by the subjoined extracts from a letter 
written by Rev. Dr. Post, of St. Louis, who was his fellow student 
and warm friend : 

" My personal intercourse with him was limited to our joint col- 
lege life, in which he was two years my senior, and to opportuni- 
ties of acquaintance such as the lower classes in college have with 
the higher. Beyond this, the pleasant re-union of a winter with 
him some seventeen years since, after an interval of more than 
twenty years of separation, completes my entire personal inter- 
course with him. There was, however, from the first, I believe, a 
mutual drawing between us. At least, I vividly recollect being 
myself attracted towards him from the beginning of my college 
life, with a sentiment blent of affection and admiration. In this 
sentiment I shared with the students at large. He was a general 
favorite in college. The geniality and generosity of his character, 
his truthfulness and transparency, his simplicity and Godly sin- 
cerity, as well as the acuteness and brilliancy of his intellect, were 
such as always attract college youth. To all these were added a 
delicacy of taste, a sensitiveness and refinement of feeling, a manly 
self-assertion, united with a diffidence at times almost morbid, 
that wrought in him that play of words, from gladness to melan- 
choly, from enthusiasm to despondency, that so often is the dower 
of the child of genius, and invests him with a peculiar interest 
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and attraction. I was not a sharer or witness of his class exer- 
cises — was in truth a mere boy at this time, not mature for mental 
or moral analysis, yet of an age perhaps, when our moral instincts 
and intuitions are quickest and truest. From such instinctive 
and intuitive sentiments, and the impression from incidents inca- 
pable of historic record or distinct recollection, but constituting in 
most cases our surest and most satisfactory basis of personal judg- 
ments, my estimate of Mr. Wilde was first derived. This estimate 
has been confirmed and strengthened by all I have learned of his 
subsequent history, as from time to time, tidings have come to me 
from him, in his home distant from my own. 

** The impressions of my early years were renewed and verified 
by the brief intercourse of 1850. Life's discipline had been on 
him. His way had not always been in smoothness or in sunshine. 
Years had brought trials, but had brought also, a rich intellectual 
culture, a large charity, and much practical wisdom. Graceful 
discretion, high-toned principle, liberal intelligence, a temper 
firm, yet meek, modest and urbane, blending with a gentle and 
humble piety, were still irradiate with the child-like geniality and 
truth of his earlier days. I felt he was a man to esteem, to admire, 
to trust and love. 

" All these made him one of the most delightful of companions* 
and make the days in which I took walks with him, in . the rural 
districts, about this city, seem to me in memory bright and beauti- 
ful ; especially, as I am conscious I shall walk no more with him 
beneath the sun.'* 

The qualities which made him attractive in college, made him 
useful in maturer years. From his generous nature he was the 
friend of the poor and oppressed everywhere. He loved the truth 
and had nothing to conceal. Without ostentation, with too little 
confidence in his own abilities, he sought to do good. His own 
personal interests were always of secondary consideration, and at 
the close of his life, his chief regret was, that he had not been 
more usefiil. To his own family, and those more intimately ac- 
quainted with him, his own character of manly strength and wo- 
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manly tenderness, of pure and high aspirations, his scorn of wrong 
and strict adherence to truth and goodness ; all this manifested in 
his daily life, was the best of all his teaching. The remembrance 
of it is the precious inheritance of his children. He whose revered 
form they have laid in the grave, whose daily trials, whose unfail- 
ing kindness and love, they so well knew in life, is to them now 
not less a sainted father than an example and guide. 
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SERMON I. 



Ibaiah 68; 11. 
<^He shall see •f the trayaU •f his soal, and be satisfied/' 



Without a critical examination of this passage it gives 
the impression that the prophet is «peaking of the Messiah 
who should in after times come into the world to suffer, 
and secure results which would compensate the sacrifice 
by which they were accomplished. 

This prophecy concerning his person, life and death, 
received in Christ, in every particular, so exact a fulfil- 
ment, the original was so like the copy, the fact so tallied 
with the description, that it required in the Jews great 
blindness of heart not to perceive in him the Messiah of 
their accredited prophet. If to this remarkable coincidence 
between the prophecy and the fulfilment there be added 
the foretold and witnessed fact of the dispersion and con- 
tinued blindness of the Jewish nation, there is furnished 
an argument in support of Christianity, perplexing to the 
unbelief of the sceptic, and confirming beyond doubt the 
faith of the believer. 

By the Spirit Philip was directed to introduce himself to 
the eunuch as he was reading this passage, and his inter- 
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pretation of it in application to Christ was guided by the 
same Spirit 

The two points of the subject are already in your mindy 
lying open to view on the outside of the text, viz. : the 
sufferings of Christ, and the objects secured by them. 
This, in brief, is our subject, and in the presentation of 
it may the Holy Spirit enable me to minister, and you 
to receive the spiritual bread which the Divine Word 
furnishes. 

I fear we are prone to entertain too low views of the 
travail of the Redeemer's soul, and that the same low range 
of thought and of interest is extended to the effects. The 
language of the prophet is stronger in this than in the 
preceding verse. There it is an offering of soul ; here it is. 
a travail of soul — a word borrowed from that extremest 
anguish which the curse brought upon every one who be- 
comes a mother. It was something more than the bodily 
pain which the malefactors endured. 

If the efficacy and merit of Christ's sufferings consisted 
in the dignity of the sufferer, and not in the amount, why 
would not the infinite dignity of God, associated with the 
man Christ, have imparted, on the same principle, an infi- 
nite value to sufferings far less intense ? It appears to me 
that this is not the basis of the strong language of Scrip- 
ture upon this subject. 

The text, and those passages which speak of the suffer- 
ings and death of the Son of God, imply more than this. 
Heb. ii ; 14 : He partook of flesh and blood, that he by 
death might destroy him who had the power of death. 
Col. i ; 14, 15 : In whom we have redemption in his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins, who is the image of the invis- 
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ible God, the first-bom of every creature. Phil, ii ; 6, 7 : 
Who, being in the form of God, made himself of no repu- 
tation, and was made in the likeness of men, and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. In these 
passages one person is presented in different conditions. 
In the last passage is presented the idea of the Divine 
Word disrobing himself of the resplendent glories of deity. 
How God can suspend the display of his glories is not 
necessary to be understood that we may receive from the 
fact a sense of his great humiliation, and it appears the 
greater if we keep in mind that he was God manifest in 
the flesh — ^that he appeared as man while he was God, and 
while he was God was also a man. " The Word was with 
God, and the Word was God, and the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us." 

With this truth distinctly before us we can gain some 
idea of his sacrifice in the work of redemption. When he 
left the splendors of heaven to become a child, destitute 
at his birth of the common comforts of infants, to be, as 
he grew up, a man of sorrows, it was not in obedience to 
a power out of and beyond himself, or in submission to a 
a law or exigence beyond his control. When he was 
a wanderer upon-^earth without food or a place of rest, 
except such ^ friendship or charity furnished, he was 
none other than the Maker and Proprietor of all things. 
When he was subjected to the malice of wicked men he 
possessed the power, and the consciousness of the power 
with which he could instantly destroy them. There is a 
sense of debasement in the most unworthy in being made 
the object of public contempt ; and persons whose con- 
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dition is most debased feel a still deeper degradation 
in receiving blows from the hand of a fellow-mortal, and 
blows by means of a whip, and to be spit npon, are 
resented as the greatest indignity. This would be humil- 
iation in a man whose crimes had provoked public odium 
or the severity of the law, and deeper still in one who is 
innocent. But if we might suppose a king subjecting him- 
self to it for the accomplishment of some great and good 
design, our estimation of the sacrifice would be much 
greater. As he passes along the street, those whom he 
designs to benefit load him with reproaches, afflict him 
with pain, and vie with each other in inventing new modes 
of expressing their malice. 

Now if he could at any moment throw off his humble 
guise, and assume the power and splendor of royalty — ^if 
through all the depths of his degradation he carried with 
him the undiminished power with which he was invested 
on his throne, and which at any moment he could exercise, 
how great would be his abasement ! 

The supposition employed in regard to the king becomes 
a reality in application to Christ. The Word was as 
truly God when coalescing with a human body, as when 
he dwelt in the bosom of the Father. Not one attribute 
of deity was suspended ; save in the displays of deity, 
Jesus was the- same on earth that he is now in heaven. In 
the likeness of a man he subjected himself to men — to 
be the object of their scorn, buffeting, mocking, spitting. 
To the fulfilment of the last letter he gave his back to the 
smiters, and his cheek to them that plucked off the hair. 
We can understand something of the depth to which he 
humbled himself in becoming a man, but how can we esti- 



Digitized 



by Google 



mate the height from which he humbled himself? If with 
the eye of an archangel we could gaze on the glories of 
the divine throne — ^if we knew, in the holy ecstacy of his 
heart, the joy that fills the courts of the Lord, and could 
hear, with his sense of melody, the songs that swell from 
a thousand angel harps and tongues — even this would fall 
far short of a comprehension of the perfect beatitude of 
the Son of God in the bosom of the Father. Oh it wa% a 
sacrifice, that the being who was the most glorious object 
of the universe, the beloved of the Father, the adored of 
angels, should come in human flesh to be the object of 
human malice, to sympathize with human misery, and suf- 
fer for human guilt ! 

But we are very far from an adequate view of the depth 
of Christ's abasement. Being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself. He descended lower still, and our minds 
are now brought to that point from which we look down 
into an abyss of suffering to which Jesus descended, as mys- 
terious as the height of glory from which he came. Let 
me not be understood to insinuate that the human body of 
Christ did not suffer all that it was capable of. But there 
was more than this in that sacrifice; it was the medium by 
which human power reached the divine in him. Through 
this mysterious union the blow which human malice aimed 
at the man Christ went further. There were in him two 
distinct natures, but as our best formula of faith teaches, 
one person, and it was that person that travailed. Let it 
be considered that Christ in this character took upon him- 
self the penalty of the law, and intercepted the stroke of 
the sword of divine justice, which must have fallen upon 
the sinner, by receiving it upon his own head, and the 
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sweat drops, as of blood, reveal to us a bitterness in 
that cup of suffering far beyond that of an ordinary 
crucifixion. 

Was it innocence crushed with an imputation of guilt — 
perfect purity overwhelmed by the contact with sin, being 
made a spectacle to angels, as a guilty person on the cross 
with malefactors? Was it a horror, under an appre- 
hension of that amount of guilt for which he suffered, so 
covering him and crushing him, as to be not unlike the 
effect of guilt ? He humbled himself; he placed himself 
where the sea of divine wrath should roll over him ; and 
when the deluge was upon him in its vast depth there was 
the travail of his soul. He so placed himself in the sinner's 
stead that the sting of the serpent which was in the sinner's 
heart was in his own, extorting the cry, My God! my God! 
why hast thou forsaken me ? As he was in the furnace of 
the king of Babylon with those whom he delivered, so in 
behalf of sinners he walked through the furnace of divine 
wrath which sin had kindled. Oh ! there is a depth in the 
sufferings of Christ which the imagination cannot reach. 
I admire the force and sublimity in the phrase of Watts, 
" the agonies unknown." It carries the mind into this 
great mystery, which, although there is no visible pathway 
through it, devotion loves to explore, or rather loves to 
lose herself in it in admiration and praise. 

It is evident that such vast means must look to great 
and certain results. "He shall see of the travail of his soul> 
and he satisfied. 

God is infinitely happy in himself. When he dwelt 
alone there was no want of an object with which to hold 
communion, or which could contribute to his essential 
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happiness. From the tenantless voids of space he gath- 
ered the same harvests of pleasure as when those waste 
fields were teeming with an infinitude of worlds. Exist- 
ing forms of things, however beautiful to us, and displaying 
divine wisdom, could impart no new image of beauty to 
the divine mind in which they originated. Holy thought, 
feeling and action, endlessly diversified, could present no 
new object to infinite intelligence. Before the power of 
Ood was put forth in the first act of creation there was in 
the mind of the Deity a plan extending over all that would 
be consequent upon it. In the creation of moral beings, 
bound by natural laws to holiness, there is implied the 
possibility of moral evil. The possibility became a liabil- 
ity, and the liability became a fact. The divine character 
received no stain, the divine government no shock,, and 
the streams of pleasure flow on as limpid as before- 
Here divine holiness is displayed in justice purging off the 
mischief which otherwise would have infected heaven, and 
the songs of heaven have a new and distinct theme in 
which to celebrate the praise of God. 

But the divine plan has an aim and extent which reaches 
farther. This world is made the abode of man, and by 
the seduction of our first parents it becomes a province in 
rebellion against God; sin spreads abroad its curse all over 
it, and sends it down through the long succession of rising 
generations, and thus earth becomes the battle-ground 
between sin and holiness, where the conflict is to be car- 
ried on to its final termination, when Satan shall receive 
his deadly wound, and go forth to deceive the nations na 
more. 

When holiness was triumphant in heaven over sin, for 
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aught we can tell the evil of sin might have been stayed ; 
the annals of heaven might have reared a monument 
to divine justice that would have awed and bound in alle- 
giance all holy beings. But as yet there was no displays 
of divine mercy. How it could be displayed, by what 
agencies and sacrifices that should harmonize it with 
justice, and give the law an unimpaired operation and 
authority, was the mystery into which angels desired to 
look. And this was the great enterprise of the Son of God 
upon earth, to secure the triumphs of mercy all over it in- 
consistency with justice. In the cross this problem waa 
solved, this mystery was consummated; over the bleeding 
victim that divine mercy gave and divine justice accepted 
they embraced, and with a united mission went forth, 
preaching salvation in the name of Jesus. In heaven the 
conqliest over sin was achieved by divine justice, on earth, 
by divine mercy merging in itself the former. Its mission 
is continually being realized in every soul that is bom to 
God — in every victory which the Christian gains in conflict 
with sin within and without him — in every exercise of 
holy affection, and in every influence which checks the 
power of sin, and circumscribes its dominion in narrower 
limits. " Christ will see of the travail of his soul, and be 
satisfied." 

Our unbelief may stagger at the promise implied in this, 
passage, and our efforts and zeal may be embarrassed by 
discouragements. What can be done, we may despond- 
ingly ask, in a world in which the race of sinners is renewed 
in every succeeding generation, and in which so large a. 
portion of it is entirely under the dominion of Satan ? 
But these and a thousand-fold more were before the mind 
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of the Savior, and they only served to call forth the 
energies of divine love. It was sin that tasked him to 
the effort of that sacrifice by which it was to be over- 
thrown. 

The apostle represents the prophets as testifying of the 
siiflPerings of Christ and the glory that should follow, and 
in bolder language, when he would exhort Christians to 
patience, exhibits Christ as enduring the cross for the joy 
that was set before him. In the result he has not been 
disappointed, nor will he be. The means are steadily 
working the appointed end, and in their progressive influ- 
ence the kingdom of righteousness will be extended until 
the corruption of Christian nations, and the dark idolatry 
of pagan lands, shall be dispelled like the mists of the 
morning before the rising sun. 

Satan has maintained Jiis war against God with craft and 
vigor, and may for a long time to come; but he must ulti- 
mately be overthrown, and he is represented as exercised 
with great wrath because his time is short. It is the 
fury of a forlorn hope ; the world is his last battlefield. 
What Waterloo was to Napoleon this world is to Satan. 
If this is lost all is lost. He cannot retire to recruit his 
wasted powers, and make an inroad again upon the earth 
or any other part of God's dominions. The final upshot is 
decided here ; his insurrection in heaven was permitted 
to display God's justice — his ravage of earth to display his 
mercy. When God shall stand revealed in his wisdom, 
power, justice, truth and mercy, " full-orbed in his whole 
round of rays complete," sin and Satan can do nothing 
more which can be made the occasion of displaying the 
divine glory, and will be expelled from all parts of his 
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dominions where he reveals his beatific presence, and con- 
fined to their own dark and appointed abode. The end 
for which Christ died will be accomplished. Satan and 
sin will be vanquished, and righteousness will reign tri- 
umphant. 

It is evident from the whole tenor and design of the 
Gospel that it is a ministration of mercy; its overtures are 
forgiveness and salvation to everyone that believes; it 
provides a way for the rebel child to return to his father's 
fevor, and makes the appeal in accents of the most inviting 
and subduing tenderness. Justice and mercy, uniting to- 
gether at the cross, go forth together proclaiming peace on 
earth and good- will to men, weep together tears of pity 
over human guilt, repeat together every remonstrance of 
love by which they would woo the wanderer back to God. 
But when this fails does their united mission end ? No ; 
there are no woes like those which the Gospel utters; 
none ever fell upon the ear of man with such appalling 
force as those which fell from the lips of Jesus. The cross, 
which symbolizes the last great effort of divine mercy in 
man's behalf, is the last object in the universe that the rebel 
who persists in his rebellion can look to with hope. It 
speaks only of a sorer punishment as it is made the 
occasion of greater sin in abusing divine goodness, and 
treading under foot the Son of God. The offers of the 
Gospel are free to all ; if they are rejected, is the plan of 
God thwarted ? We cannot open the Lamb's book of life, 
and read the long and bright catalogue of names recorded 
there ; it is a great multitude which no man can number. 
Not a harp will hang silent in heaven at the gathering in 
of the redeemed; not a seat at the marriage supper of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



11 

Lamb will be vacant. " Christ will see of the travail of 
his soul, and be satisfied." He will see it in the joy that 
beams in every eye and fills every heart — ^in the glory of 
those bright myriads around his throne, whose voice is 
like the voice of many waters. If sinners reject his grace 
is he disappointed ? Is the object of his death defeated ? 
Were those angels without their use when made the 
monuments of divine justice ? The vessels of wrath — the 
vessels of mercy — what does the apostle mean ? They 
will receive what they have a capacity for, and what they 
are fitted for they will be used for. 

If this earth is considered the chosen theatre upon which 
to display to all intelligences divine mercy, it is not hard 
to conceive that the cross will be made to contribute to 
the confirmation of holy beings in holiness and happiness. 
The scars in the Mediator will show the justice of God,, 
the evil of sin and divine mercy, while a redeemed church 
will be a living witness and an eternal monument of that 
mercy. Nothing will be wanting in the exhibitions of the 
divine character and government to bind all holy being* 
in an inviolable allegiance. 

If I have carried your minds along with me there will 
be an impression like that on the mind of Paul when he 
exclaimed, Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
. and knowledge of God! Great is the mystery of godliness. 
God was manifest in the flesh, and your experience will 
justify and adopt the strongest language in which the 
Bible records the devout exercises of Christians. The 
hymns which in our cold frames appear extravagant will 
fieem tame and below the subject. The invocations of 
Watts to hills and rocks to sing, and to angels to assist 
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his mighty joys, expresses the feeling which rises high and . 
strong in every Christian when he has an adequate impres- 
sion of the cross. It so illuminates and magnifies our 
privilege and our duty to a more thorough consecration, 
to a higher standard of devout feeling and practical virtue 
and an earnest philanthropy, that if we are not rendered 
by it humble, penitent, prayerful, ready for every good 
word and work, we have little evidence that our souls 
have ever by the Spirit been baptized into the death of 
Christ. If a view of the cross will not awaken a Christian 
and a church to active duty, I know not where to go for 
motive. Christ was crucified for you, and every truth 
in three worlds — heaven, earth and hell — relative to the 
designs of God and your own salvation, is blazing upon 
you from the cross, and you heed it not. Sleep on ! But 
what am I saying? It is not sleep; it is death — cold^ 
motionless, insensible death. But you that are spiritually 
dead will not be thus insensible when you shall see the 
sign of the San of Man in heaven. What is this sign ? 
What but the bright appearance of a cross ? Of what will 
it be a sign to the righteous ? A sign of pardon, of salva- 
tion, of the entire redemption of soul and body. Of what 
will it be a sign to the wicked ? Of neglected opportunity, 
of slighted mercy, of the wrath of the Lamb, of utter and 
hopeless ruin ! 
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SERMON 11. 

Mat. 6; 10. 
^^Thy wUl be d«Be in earth as it ts to heayeii/' 



The will of God, in its most extended sense, may be 
taken as the architype of the universe, for every possible 
event must have its origin in the divine will. He is the 
infinite Creator and Governor of the universe, and doeth 
according to his will in the armies of heaven and among 
the inhabitants of earth. As a moral Governor he has 
instituted laws by which his intelligent subjects are to be 
governed. The only subjects of his moral government 
with which we are acquainted are angels, men and devils, 
although analogy would furnish fair presumption that 
other worlds, as well as ours, are peopled with moral 
beings. 

The comprehensive principle of love to God and all 
moral beings is the substance of the will of God in respect 
to moral duty. All the precepts of the Bible, and the 
requirements of the moral law, are only specifications and 
parts of this general rule. On these two, our Savior 
declares, hang all the law and the prophets. Before the 
moral law was given from Sinai there was a rule of moral 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



14 

action. Cain was wicked, and Abel was righteous. Enoch 
walked with God, and Noah was a preacher of right- 
eousness. It was upon the ungodly that the flood was 
brought, by which the antediluvian world was destroyed. 
Our first parents were under moral law, which was 
attended with one prohibition as a test of their obedience 
and love of God. The will of God in the text undoubt- 
edly refers to the expression which he has made of it in 
his moral law, requiring supreme love to God and impar- 
tial love to his creatures. It is obligatory upon all moral 
beings from the constitution of their nature, in heaven, 
earth and hell, and requires specific duties according to 
the relations of the subject of it. Let us then inquire. . 

Ist. How the will of God is done in heaven. 

It is done freely, i. e., it is not the effect of compulsion 
or constraint. Compelled obedience to a moral law is a 
solecism in terms. If in the nature of things it were pos- 
sible, the act would belong to the efficient, and not the 
compelled agent; and in respect to the case before us, the 
obedience of heaven would be the act of God himself, 
and not of holy beings there. It would be his own act 
performed by employing the passive instrumentality of 
others, for which no merit or blame could attach itself 
to them. Moral agency in its very nature is free; mind 
cannot be bound any more than the chainless winds ; it 
cannot be brought into such bondage that its choices and 
volitions shall be involuntary. The glory of heaven con- 
sists in the fact that God receives the hearty adoration and 
obedience and love of all his subjects ; his holy character 
and laws are theii* delight; there is nothing in the divine 
will which they wish to resist. The law which emanates 
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from the perfect mind of God, which is consonant to their 
holy disposition, they rejoice to ohey. They do not bow 
before him with cringing fear, or celebrate his throne with 
feigned praise, or to his godhead sing with forced halle- 
lujahs. The melody that floats in every breeze over the 
plains of heaven is the song of freedom, the free-will offer- 
ing of devout love. They feel, act and live in perfect 
harmony with the great end of moral being and the prin- 
ciples of truth and right. The only chain that binds them 
in allegiance is the bond of love. The only control 
exerted upon them is the influence of truth and holiness. 
The idea that submission to the will of God is a bondage 
of the soul is most unjust to the truth. When the will 
acts in concert with the great laws of moral being, and 
harmonizes with the divine will in loving what it loves 
and hating what it hates, and is governed by those princi- 
ples by which the mind of God is governed, it is then only 
that it is free. It is bondage to be the subject of capri- 
cious prejudice, imperious passions, sinful habit and unholy 
desire ; it is slavery to obey a depraved will in opposition 
to the warning of conscience, the voice of truth and the 
will of God. The declaration of the poet is as true as it 
is sublime : 

He is the free man whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves beside. 

When, therefore, we pray that the will of God may be 
done on earth as it is in heaven, we do not ask that the 
freedom of the will shall be taken away, or that men may 
be forced into a service for which they have no heart, but 
that their hearts may be changed, and being brought into 
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the liberty of the sons of God, may be free from the 
dominion of sin, and delight in the law of God after the 
inward man, and prove what is the holy and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. 

To many persons a life of piety is distastefnl, and its 
duties a drudgery. If sometimes they breathe out faint 
aspirations after it, and make some effort for a spiritual 
life, they soon sink back again; they gravitate; the earthy 
within them is attracted to the earth. To such, I grant, 
it would be servitude to do the will of God either in this 
life or that which is to come. A new heart must there- 
fore be formed within them, a heart which has a holy 
sympathy with God, and such a hearty affection for the 
principles of his government as shall carry the soul into 
them with a free and warm interest. 

2dly. The will of God is done in heaven universally — 
not only perfectly, but by every subject. There were 
those who set themselves in opposition to the will of God, 
and on this account were expelled from heaven. They 
sinned in full view of the glory of the divine excellence, 
and as no higher motive than they resisted can urge their 
obedience, they are fallen below the reach of divine mercy, 
and are made the everlasting monuments of the evil and 
misery of sin. Those who dwell in the presence of God 
retain a holy disposition, and see a perfect congruity be- 
tween the holy nature of God and his will, and a perfect 
conformity of every manifestation of his will to that which 
is fit and right. A thought or feeling of disloyalty, there- 
fore, does not enter their bosoms, but every thought and 
feeling falls in with the will of God, and mingles and flows 
with it, as the^^tributary waters of a river mingle and flow 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



17 

with the parent stream. To all alike, according to their 
capacities, God appears good and lovely, and worthy of 
the confidence and love of all. They delight in his 
will as this perfect rule of moral duty, the perfect 
source of happiness, by guiding the mind to the 
highest end of being. The golden chain which binds 
them to his throne unites them to him in holiness and 
happiness. Of all the myriads of heaven there is not one 
whose heart is not in unison with the will of God. There 
is not a feeling of disaffection to break the harmony 
of their praise. When brightest seraphs, nearest the 
throne of living sapphires, begin the song, it rolls, with 
its swelling tide of melody, through all descending ranks, 
meeting a rapturous response from every tongue and every 
heart, allelujah for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

If now we turn our view from heaven to earth, how dif- 
ferent a spectacle is presented ! Do we not see abundant 
occasion for the prayer. Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Since the fall the moral nature of man is per- 
verted. A recognition of the divine will as a rule of duty, 
although originally impressed on the conscience and incor- 
porated with the moral being, is lost. When man did not 
wish to retain God in his knowledge, he gave him up to a 
reprobate mind. Except so far as the grace of God pre- 
vents by bringing the hearts of men iuto subjection to the 
truth, they wander in the delusions of error ; establishing 
their own wills in opposition to the will of God, they 
violate the principles of their spiritual nature. Instead of 
tending to the great end of being, in concert with the 
divine plan and in harmony with the laws of moral being, 
the soul, seeking a selfish end, wanders in restlessness and 
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pain to still greater confusion and misery. It is like a 
planet flung from its sphere, wandering through space 
without direction or control. The mind of man, when 
insubordinate to the will of God, is, in respect to its spiri- 
tual nature, like a mind deranged. A description of the 
maniac will show the analogy ; his mind wanders without 
control, and aimless so far as respects any rational object 
of pursuit ; its pleasures are so strange as to excite almost 
as much pain in the spectator as its sorrows. The reali- 
ties of life — ^appropriate objects of pursuit and subjects of 
of thought — are neglected as phantoms, while the vainest 
fancies are regarded in all the importance of realities. 
Frightened with unreal terrors, pleased with unreal 
pleasures, always hurried in achieving nothing, constantly 
seeking for something it cannot find, haunted with wild 
and dreamy associations, 11 pitJdents a melancholy ruin, a 
dreary waste, of which earth has no object besides sad 
enough to serve as a fit emblem. How mournful, passing 
all description, the sight ! But the soul with the will 
opposed to the will of God is as much deranged in its 
spiritual nature, and as much perverted in its operations. 
May we not suppose that holy beings, with their minds 
rightly disposed, look upon sinful men with such per- 
verted powers, exhibiting such moral ruin, with the same 
horror as we contemplate the wretched inmates of a 
madhouse? 

2d. From the view of the subject which has been pre- 
sented we naturally and easily turn to a contemplation of 
some of the reasons why the will of God should be done 
on earth. 

The first that I would offer is that it is practicable. The 
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idea that God exacts of his creatures that which they are 
incapaple of performing presents th^ benevolent Governor 
of the world in the character of the oppressor of Egypt 
who required of the Hebrews an unreasonable task. Moral 
agents are in the constitution of their minds free. The 
choices of mind must be voluntary. This law of mind 
applies no more to holy than to sinful beings. Angels 
who kept their first estate are able to commit sin. But 
they will not. Of the same nature is the inability of men 
to do the will of God. Possessing a depraved heart, it is 
true that men need a divine influence to renew and sanc^ 
tify them ; and in consideration of such necessity the 
needed grace is provided. God is, in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing unto them their 
trespasses. Unless the spirit of God is resisted, and the 
Gospel rejected, man is not abandoned to the impulses of 
his depravity. When angels sinned they fell from heaven; 
they sinned in view of motives most powerful, and there- 
fore beyond the reach of mercy. But in the Gospel God 
is pouring into the soul of the sinner new light. He is 
besieging the heart with new motives. He offers to the 
vilest mercy and free forgiveness. He shows his love by 
giving his only-begotten Son, and through him the aids 
and gifts of the Spirit. The sinner does not now look to 
a God of absolute holiness and justice, but to a God wait- 
ing to be gracious ; and as he contemplates the merit and 
work of Christ, new motives crowd upon his mind, suffi- 
cient, it would seem, to bring him into captivity to the 
truth. A star shines upon his darkened path to lead him, 
as it did the sages, to him who is made wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification and redemption to every one that 
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believes. It is the will of God that men should be saved. 
But how? Surely not by a proud, independent and 
stubborn rejection of the means which infinite wisdom haa 
provided for this end. The will of man must be brought 
into harmony with the means as well as the end, for in no 
other way can the end be secured. 

2dly. The will of God should be done because it is right 
and proper in itself God has a claim to obedience as the 
Creator of all minds, and the benevolent source of all good, 
but especially as being Himself governed by principles of 
perfect rectitude. Every expression of the divine will 
emanates from his perfect and holy nature, and partakes of 
the same perfect and holy character. Whether he so wills 
because it is right and proper, or whether it is right and 
proper because he so wills, is a question which it is of no 
importance to decide. It is sufficient that his will is right 
and perfect, so that we need never look beyond it to find 
sufficient reason to enforce obedience. We need not 
enquire whether a thing be right according to the nature 
and fitness of things. If it is the will of God, we may be 
assured that it is, and that every resistance of the divine 
will is also a rebellion against the good, the right and the 
true, and therefore a direct warfare upon the good and 
happiness of all God's creatures, as well as upon his pre- 
rogative and throne. 

3d. The will of God should be done because human 
happiness would be promoted by it. The violation of the 
law of God is the cause of all the misery which our world 
suffers. Before sin entered, sorrow and pain and death 
were unknown. When, therefore, God, in the exercise of 
his benevolence, would promote the happiness of man, it 
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was not by directly removing physical evil, but by bring- 
ing the hearts'of men into subjection to himself. It was 
not so much the business of Christ upon earth to cure 
human maladies, as to institute moral remedies, and to 
establish means for promoting his spiritual reign in the 
hearts of men, overcoming their alienation, and restoring 
their perverted minds to harmony with the will of God 
and the end of being. In any other way it was not possi- 
ble to make men happy. Their nature, and the principles 
on which alone happiness can be enjoyed, forbid it. If the 
soul live estranged from God, the source of good, and in 
violation of the law which governs the divine mind and all 
heaven, it must be at war not only with the source but 
with the very elements of happiness. No place, not even 
heaven itself, no extraneous means can minister happiness 
to a soul so deranged and distempered. The great effort 
of God is, therefore, to bring the soul to a reconciliation 
to himself 

4thly. The glory of God is promoted by obedience. 
The honor of the mechanic is promoted by having all 
^arts of his machine work harmoniously, and conspire, 
with as little obstruction as possible, to the designed end. 
The reputation of the statesman is connected with the 
easy and useful operation of his measures. God has set 
his glory in the heavens ; the harmony of worlds, as they 
move in obedience to the laws which he has ordained, 
shows divine wisdom. So when his moral subjects obey 
the moral laws which he has instituted, his wisdom and 
benevolence will be conspicuous in the result. Immortal 
intelligences, revolving around their proper centre, and 
directed to their proper end, will contemplate their nature 
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and the beneficent will of their .Creator with ever-growing 
praise and delight, and thus increasing revenues of glory 
will eternally redound to the divine throne. 

From our subject we may infer the evil nature and mis- 
ery of sin. Sin, being a transgression of the divine will, 
is also a transgression of the principles of truth and right. 
The law which it violates is not an arbitrary enactment, 
adopted merely for the sake of restriction, or a test of 
submission, but a necessary prohibition. Law does not 
make the evil of sin ; it would be the same deadly thing 
without it. Within the region of moral duty lies the realm 
of holiness and happiness ; beyond it the dark and deep 
chaos of sin and misery. God has built by his law, on 
the edge of the abyss, a high wall to prevent his creatures 
from falling into it ; but if they will still climb over, they 
do but plunge from greater height. The law does not 
make the evil of sin, any more than the wall makes the 
abyss from which it is built as a protection. The evil of 
sin is inherent ; it is a departure from the good, the right 
and the true ; it is a poison that deranges, disorders and 
tortures the soul; it is an estrangement from God and 
from happiness. If then the sinner succeeds in proving to 
his satisfaction that there is no future punishment of mate- 
rial fire, no burning lake, no smoke of torment ascending 
up for ever and ever, he cannot disprove the dreadful 
antetype of these figures until he can change the laws of 
moral being and the nature of God, and revolutionize the 
principles of his government. To show the danger and 
misery of sin, we do not need the aid of these figures, the 
chains and prison of hell and tormenting fiends. Contem- 
plate the melancholy ruin of a lost soul sinking, with 
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ever-increasing frenzy to a still gi-eater perversion of his 
ever-growing powers, and with frantic madness changing 
the original elements of happiness within himself to ele- 
ments of woe, forever departing from God and from 
happiness in the character of his being, and you have a true 
picture of the evil and misery of sin. Hence the necessity 
of a submission of the heart to God, and of a renewed 
mind. Ye must be born again. If the Gospel is rejected, 
if the means fail of producing this change, what can even 
the mercy of God do for you ? The evil of sin must attach 
to you. The mind is its own place, and can make a heaven 
of hell or hell of heaven. What matter where if that be 
still the same, alienated from God and opposed to his 
perfect and holy will ! 
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SERMON in. 



BOOLSSIABTSS 7: 1. 

^'A good nane is better than preeions ointment, and the day of 
death hotter than the day of one's hirth/' 



There is internal evidence that this book was written in 
the later period of the author's life. The bright visions 
of his youthful hope had faded away. He had arrived at 
that age when the mind is disposed to look backward in- 
stead of forward, and in the retrospect how different was 
the aspect of life, from that which a growing, youthful im- 
agination had painted ! How many splendid castles of air 
stern experience had demolished ! How much less satis- 
faction had he enjoyed from the world than he had antic- 
ipated I What has become of that series of pleasures in 
long and bright succession, those plans of wealth and pow- 
er, which he had employed and pleased himself with ac- 
complishing, and the magnificence with which he had sur- 
rounded himself. The objects upon which the morning sun 
shone, and which glowed in its beams, are now seen in the 
shades of evening. They are so changed as he looks back 
upon his life that he pronounces them all vanity of vanity, 
vanity still more attenuated and reduced, the shadow of a 
shade. Instead of imparting a permanent satisfaction they 
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have only produced an increased sense of vacuity and 
emptiness, and enlarged the " aching void which the world 
can never fill." Let us not, however, suppose that Solo- 
mon intended to stigmatize the works of God as vain, or 
the life of man and the appropriate pursuits of it as vain. 
If human life be considered in relation to the brief stage 
which it occupied in this world, and all its pursuits ter- 
minating in it, it does not require a very elevated senti- 
ment, nor the cloyed appetite of Solomon, to inscribe up- 
on the highest stations of wealth and power, and upon 
its sweetest pleasures, vanity of vanities. It is what ex- 
perience, sooner or later, teaches every man. Religion 
does not assume an air of austerity in pronouncing life 
and all that pertains to it, vain, when the aims of life are 
all directed by selfishness to the objects of this world. 
The consciousness of the reflecting part of mankind teaches 
the same lesson. The tombs oSf those who fill the largest 
space in the page of history all repeat it. Everything in 
Nature, Providence or Grace, that calls a single thought 
or feeling out of ourselves toward God and Eternity, im- 
presses the same truth. And the more our minds are 
enlightened by the divine truth, to see the design and 
highest uses of life, the more shall we be impressed with 
the vanity of that life, which is devoted to this world, to 
a brutish existence of eating, drinking and sleeping. How 
can it be said of man whose life is filled up with vanity 
and sin, that the day of his death is better than the day of 
his birth ? He can indeed no longer abuse the goodness 
of God, or pervert His blessings, or treasure up wrath 
against the day of wrath. His influence for evil in the 
world may cease. But to him it must be an event full of 
*2 
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dread and attended with dreadful consequences. The 
declaration of the text, therefore, cannot be understood to 
apply to all persons indiscriminately. Nor can it be made 
by all with that distinct understanding of the meaning of 
the words, which every man who speaks upon grave sub- 
jects, ought to have. After defining the text by these two 
limitations, I shall endeavor to confirm your minds in the 
truth of it by several considerations. 

The declaration is obviously made concerning those 
who are prepared for death, whose faith and practical hol- 
iness furnish evidence that death cannot be an evil beyond 
the short pain of dying. If there is in the soul the spirit- 
ual life which attends faith in Christ and which manifestR 
itself in a greater or less degree in the Christian graces^ 
in the mind of the person there may be doubts and fears,, 
faith may not have accomplished a perfect triumph over 
death, and he may never hiave felt it were better for him 
to die than live. But it is nevertheless true. He is the 
appropriate subject of this declaration. The mystery 
which hangs over the point which divides time from eter- 
nity must ever throw around this great change, solemnity^ 
if not dread. Sense cannot penetrate the vail. We attend 
the dying to the point of their passing, but all beyond ia 
mystery. We go to the banks of Jordan, see them enter, 
but we can see no further. No voice comes to us from 
the shores of Canaan, announcing to us that all is welL 
We cannot see the departed ascending to their happy 
seats, nor the angels that attend them on the way. The 
mode of their existence we do not know, nor the nature 
of that happiness which is perfect. But whatever mystery 
may be over this part of the subject, we can distinctly as- 
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sert of the disciple of Christ, that the day of his death is 
better than the day of his birth. Of such a person we 
speak confidently, because the idea of a revelation, or of 
a gospel of mercy from heaven, warrants it. It was for 
such that the sacrifice of the cross was made, and the 
benefit of it is secured by the promise of God, in the en- 
joyment of a happy immortality. The mind can entertain 
no stronger assurance that Christ made an atonement fpr 
sin, and that there is a happy world where he now lived 
and reigns, than that every one who has a genuine faith 
in Him, goes at death, to his presence. The distance of 
time which separates us from the period when the promise 
was made has a tendency to bring it into obscurity and 
doubt. With regard to the result of the faith of the 
Apostles and primitive saints, we have no doubt. The 
painful de^th of martyrs we regard as a happy introduction 
to everlasting joy. But the benefits and promises of 
Christ have just as much application to our times. Heaven 
is no ftirther off. Christ says to his Church, now, as much 
as he did to the disciples around his person, I will not 
leave you comfortless, In my Father's house are many 
mansions, I go to prepare a place for you, I am the res- 
urrection and the life. Of the saint who died yesterday 
it may be said with the same confidence, as of those whom 
we always think of as inhabitants of heaven, the day of 
death was better than the day of their birth. From our 
ignorance of the heart, there is an impossibility of defining 
the line which divides the two classes among the varied 
phases of character of living men, but it is no want of 
charity to suppose that many die as they live, without 
God and without hope, and we are authorized to say with 
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the same confidence, woe unto the wicked, it shall be 
ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given 
him, as we are to say of the righteous, it shall be well 
with him. There is the same authority to declare that 
the wicked shall go away into everlasting punishment, as 
the righteous into life eternal. The sentimentalism of 
poetry may represent death as the termination of all life's 
pajns and sorrows, the point at which the traveler lays 
down his burden and his staff, like one that is weary, and 
goes to his repose, an event that in an especial manner 
befriends the aged and the miserable. But such represen- 
tations, in the vague and indefinite manner in which they 
are employed, are fiction as well as poetry. It is with 
limitation to the Christian, whose sincere and practical 
piety has prepared him for the event, that we can say, the 
day of one's death is better than the day of his birth. 

There is a limitation in regard to persons who employ 
the language. I do"°Apeak of the general disposition to at- 
tribute to death a purifying influence which it by no means 
possesses, and to speak and hope well of the dead, 
although their life may have been most barren of fruits 
and evidence of piety. The words of the proposition, the 
day of the death of the Christian is better than the day of 
his birth, are susceptible of the same meaning in every 
mind. But words are the symbols of ideas, and the ideas 
which they represent may be various in diiFerent mindd. 
The person acquainted with the science of music but un- 
susceptible of strong impressions from it, may describe in 
accurate and glowing terms a remarkable performance, 
while another, who is more susceptible, though incapable 
of the description, shall understand and appreciate it better 
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than the writer himself. So one skilled in that kind of 
composition may present a beautiful picture of a scene, 
but a person of livlier sensibility may see in those words 
a meaning and in the entire scene a beauty which was 
never present to the writer's mind. The person does not, 
so far as respects his own intelligence, express any other 
meaning than he attaches to the words his own idea, al- 
though to another he may express more. So a person 
may employ this language in application to the death of a 
neighbor, and it may be true in its highest sense, while he 
means nothing more than a vague complimentary testi- 
mony of hb own sense of that neighbor's goodness, or 
merely a remark which seems appropriate to the occasion, 
and his life may show that he has no intelligent conviction 
of the great truths involved in it. How can a man, with 
the Bible in his hand make this declaration, with a sense 
of the meaning of the words, without a faith in Christ as 
the Savior of lost men, and in the Holy Spirit as the re- 
newer and sanctifier, without a sense of the greatness of 
that salvation which the Gospel brings to every believer, 
and the glory of the inheritance reserved for him beyond 
the grave. Faith in its highest exercises with its most 
distinct and vivid impressions of spiritual things, falls 
short of a full comprehension. But it can say concerning 
those ^ho die in the Lord, the day of their death was bet- 
ter than the day of their birth. It can say it confidently 
and with a fullness of meaning that imparts joy and com- 
fort to their hearts in the midst of the most painful 
bereavements. Their faith fastens upon Christ as the con- 
necting link between a lost world and heaven, and it fol- 
lows him up until a cloud receives him out of sight. But 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



30 

when sight fails faith does not loose its hold of him. It 
rests in the assurance that he ever lives, and that where 
he is there will his followers be. 

Having given the subject what I conceive to be its 
appropriate limitations, I proceed to present some consid- 
erations to confirm in your minds the sentiment of the 
text. 

With this view let us consider it first as the termination 
of a conflict. When Satan entered the world, and seduced 
the original pair, he transferred the rival interest which 
he raised in heaven to this world, and it is not improbable 
that his power was thenceforth to be confined to this 
world. But the world was not abandoned to him. Adam 
went forth from Eden with lingering steps, to the conflict 
of life, upon that path on which he had brought thorns 
for himself and posterity. There was no return to the 
peaceful bowers he had left. His way to it was through 
trial and the grave. The conditions of his life were ma<}e 
those of all his posterity. In consistency with this idea 
Christians are exhorted in the Scriptures tg war a good 
warfare, to fight the fight of faith, to stand prepared and 
firm to meet the onsets of the enemy. 

This conflict has been going on in this world for six 
thousand years, and it will doubtless be continued for 
many more to come. In the issue of the conflict \a far as 
it has been carried, we see a favorable augury for the fu- 
ture. But as the drama of the world approaches to a 
close, we may expect that the plot will thicken, that moral 
causes, as they are now obviously doing, will operate with 
much greater rapidity and force, and what is prefigured 
by bruising the serpent's head, will be realized in the moral 
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condition of the world, and in the triumph of truth and 
righteousness. But the individual soldier does not wait 
until the final victory is won over sin, before he receives 
his reward, although he will have a share in the final tri- 
umph and honors of that day. The declaration. Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life, 
which John repeated from the lips of the Captain of Sal- 
vation, has cheered on the sacramental host of God's elect 
in all ages. And in no instance in which the Christian has 
fulfilled his part have we reason to suppose that Christ 
has failed in his. The armor is no sooner put off than the 
crown is put on. As Joseph sent the chariot for his father, 
to bring him down into Eg^pt, that he might share his hon- 
ors, as the king summons the veteran chief from the camp 
and the toils of war, to be near his person, and enjoy his 
honors, so a chariot was sent from heaven for Elijah. 
A man more valiant for truth than he was never on this 
earth, and it was fit that earth should see in one instance, 
and this the most suitable, how heaven rewards its cham- 
pions. When the Christian dies we do not see the char- 
iot of fire and the horses of fire trampling the whirlwind, 
but there is the same gracious reality. His conflict termi- 
nates as the promise assures us it would, in a crown of 
life. He was bom a helpless being, of whom it could hard- 
ly be said that he lived, born to conflict long and sharp, 
bom to die. What is such a birth to that event which 
crowns him with life ! Pent up in this chrysalis of a body, 
confined in all the operations of mind, he could hardly be 
said to live before. But then he comes forth, born in deaths 
to immortality, to the life of angels. I might here proceed to 
^how the happiness of the Christian's death above his birth. 
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by a picture of the sorrows and ills of life, to which birth 
introduces him, while death leads him to scenes of pure and 
unalloyed enjoyment. Since tears and sorrow are so much 
our companions here, and sighs and groans are so painful- 
ly familiar, were the Scriptures more explicit than they are 
in description of the nature of heavenly enjoyment, we 
might be as far from comprehending them as we now are. 
The descriptions are mostly in negatives. There is no sick- 
ness, no pain, no sorrow, no death. But the absence of these 
gives place for positive joys, the active, untiring, pleasurable 
exercise of every faculty of the soul. In passing from life, 
it does not pass into the absence of evil merely, into a va- 
cuity, but into a more perfect fullness. By selecting one 
class of emotions, I may perhaps elucidate my idea and 
carry your minds farther toward the object which I pro- 
posed in this discourse. I refer to the natural hungering^ 
of the mind, which craves a greater good than is enjoyed, 
and which most starve by feeding it as Ephraim did, upon 
wind. All nations have placed their golden age just be- 
hind the period of authentic history, and the Island of the 
blest just beyond the bounds of well established discovery. 
They place their happiness in some event or place yet to 
be developed. "Man never is, but always to be blest.'* 
If there is no perception of spiritual life, of a moral good 
to be obtained, the conqueror, whose schemes of conquest 
were constantly extending, imtil they spread over the 
world, the rapacity of avarice, which increases with gain, 
these are no marvel. The picture of the prodigal son was 
true to nature, who fain would fill his craving stomach with 
the husks that the swine did eat. What the soul requires 
is a spuitual aliment, something adapted to its nature and 
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that satisfies it. Can man made in the image of God be 
satisfied with earthly possessions? Do they meet his 
wants ? It is no very elevated sentiment that looks with 
pity on the restless ambitions of men, which end only in 
disappointment. They pursue the object which flitters be- 
fore them; they grasp it and find it air. The humble and 
fervent Christian, with a taste ol the promise of God, knows 
his own nature better. He has a foretaste of what in heav- 
en is fulness of joy. Desire goes forth in every direction 
around, but it touches nothing substantial. It comes bac k 
upon the heart, like disappointed foragers to a starving 
camp. It goes upward and finds its true aliment. It 
comes back with the olive leaf, like Noah's dove to the ark, 
in token that the waters on which it could find no rest, are 
abated. Let it be considered that man has a spiritual as 
well as a physical nature, and it is no marvel that the world 
cannever satisfy him. Let it be considered that when the 
Christian becomes a spirit, he has objects around him suit- 
ed to his holy nature, it is no marvel that he should find 
a home in heaven, a good that satisfies, a fulness of 

joy- 

I shall urge but one consideration more, and that but 
briefly. Deaths olves the problem of the issue of life in 
the Christian's favor. At birth the issue of life is doubtful. 
(I am speaking now of our knowledge and agency and not 
of God.) An existence is begun, but what will be its char- 
acter, through millions of ages, in eternal progress ? Ho w 
much is depending upon its early impressions by parents, 
in its opening and susceptible years, upon the instruction it 
receives and the discipline to which it is subjected. How 
much upon early associates and companions. How much up- 
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,on circumstances seeming the most accidental, or even trivi- 
al in themselveSjWhich may determine the whole future his- 
tory for good or evil. It often excites surprise to see in 
our own experience, upon how small an incident our whole 
course and character in life are made to turn. Joseph's 
coat, of which he thought only to admire, and with which 
,the father only intended to please the favorite boy, gave 
direction to his life. But for that he might never have been 
a slave or a governor, but might have lived and died an 
unknown shepherd on his native hills. Incidents as small 
may affect any one as much, in the important interests of 
life, and determine its whole direction. If the person has 
been the subject of a Christian hope, it is still problemati- 
cal. He is still a mariner on dangerous seas, and many 
much nearer to harbor, have made shipwreck. No sane 
merchant thinks of relinquishing his claim to insurance un- 
til the ship is in harbor and safely moored. So no man 
can be pronounced safe until every temptation has been re- 
sisted, and he has been faithful even unto death. If subse- 
quent upon any period of apparent piety, there be aposta- 
cy, hope is lost, and the whole character changed. But 
where piety is continued to the end, it is secure from 
change. Death puts upon it the seal of immutability. 
When we see one in great peril, we watch the result with 
breathless anxiety ; but the moment we see he is jsife, the 
burden is taken from us, and we breathe free. When then 
we see the Christian faithful unto death, can we not say 
that his death was better than his birth ? His life is secure, 
and with it all beyond that depends upon it. He has ar- 
rived safe where he can have no temptation, nor suffer 
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change. Is it not a matter of congratulation ? Who would 
not wish such a lot his own ? Or who would wish to 
launch departed saints again upon the perils of life, and ex- 
pose them to all the uncertainty of the issue ? If heaven 
embraces them in its security, and happiness, thfeir death 
was better than their birth. To attempt to apply my subject 
for consolation, to which it is so directly aimed, would be 
useless ; but I wish to give it brief application to Christian3 
and those who are not. 

Christians are those who confess that they are strang- 
ers and sojourners here, and are seeking a heavenly city. 
Their citizenship, or as the Apostle terms it, there home, 
is in heaven. With such, a life and heart inordinately de- 
voted to this world is inconsistent. How can a native of 
heaven, one whose home is there, who is begotten to the 
inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled, regard 
with more devotion of thought and time, the things of this 
world, than those of the kingdom of God ? Here is that 
secret which clothes death with such aspects of terror. It 
makes it to be regarded not as the passage home to a 
haven and desired land, but to a strange and foreign and 
undesired place. If you wish to know why death is dread- 
iul, look to your own heart, your life, your want of faith. 
With your strong love of this world, with a faint impres- 
sion of heaven, is it wonderful that death should be dread- 
ful ? 

My subject addresses itself to all. We have begun an 
existence, and at no remote period, must go the way 
whence we shall not return. It is a solemn question with 
us whether the day of our death shall be better than the 
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day of our birth; whether it shall introduce us to happi- 
ness or not. 

" When thou wast bom a naked helpless child, 

" Thou then didst weep, while all around thee smiled, 

" So live, that falling into death's last sleep, 

" Thou then mayest smile, when all around thee weep." 
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SERMON IV. 



PsALX 126; 6. 

^^He that goeth forth and weepeth, hearing precious seed, shall 
dovhtless come again ulth rejoicing, hringlng his sheaves with him." 



Since the fall brought the curse upon man, he has been 
doomed to earn his bread by the sweat of his face. The 
spontaneous productions of the earth, with a few excep- 
tions, are not good for food. The choicest fruits are the 
product of toil. Noxious weeds plant themselves, and 
grow without cultivation. The thorn and the thistle 
which infest our fields, so far from needing the aid of 
cultivation to assist their growth, are with great difficulty 
extirpated. They are not only in a remarkable degree 
vivacious, but have a singular aptitude for propagating 
and disseminating themselves. The light thistle's beard, 
that floats like a thing of life upon the breath of the 
zephyr, bears the seed with it, as if furnished with wings 
for the purpose, and transports it to spring up in a neigh- 
boring field; while grains, from which is derived the 
chief sustenance of life, require careful cultivation, and 
often disappoint the hope of the husbandman. With the 
greatest carefulness, his labor is liable to be destroyed by 
flood and drouth, by worms and flies. Toil and care are 
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the price of livelihood, and any attempt to escape from 
them is successful only by incurring greater evils. Life 
with most persons is a constant struggle for the means of 
sustaining it, sad commentary upon the curse incurred by 
the fall. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread 
until thou return to the ground from which thou wast 
taken. The precious seed is committed to the bosom of 
the earth with labor. The ground is broken and pre- 
pared to receive it. It is committed to the ground with 
anxiety. A long season intervenes, and the husbandman 
knows not what may be the result, whether when he flings 
it upon the furrows he throws it away, or whether the 
genial suns and showers will prepare for him a rich re- 
ward, whether in autumn he will stand there the sad 
spectator of the futility of his toils or come again re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him. Although the 
seed is committed to the ground with labor, that labor 
is cheered by hope. There is upon the cloud the rainbow 
of the promise that seed time and harvest shall continue; 
and all past experience encourages the hope that suitable 
means will be followed by the appointed result. But 
this is no more the established law in agriculture than in 
morals and religion. We have just as much reason to 
expect that appropriate means will be followed by cor- 
responding results in the one case as in the other. In 
every department of human activity, everything great 
and good is the result of labor and self-denying effort. 
There is a seedtime, which, if faithfully improved, will 
sooner or later be followed by harvest. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his i^eaves with him. 
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I shall illustrate this general principle in several points 
of application: 

1st. To childhood and youth as the seed time of lile. 
As we sow so do we reap. Good fruit does not grow 
spontaneously in the intellectual and moral field, any more 
than in the corn-field ; and if the necessary painstaking in 
seed time be neglected, what can be expected but weeds 
and thorns ? The summer will be without beauty and 
autumn without fruit. If this season is allowed to pass 
away without improvement and without a preparation 
for the duties of life, what can be expected but an un- 
happy and useless manhood and a dreary and despised 
old age ? The man who is idle, and seeks his own pleas- 
ure while others are busy sowing, need not wonder that 
he mourns in harvest and has nothing. It is just what he 
might have expected. And the youth who wastes his 
opportunities of improvement, need not wonder if he 
sees others rising above him, although in the beginning 
he may have enjoyed greater advantages. If he does not 
bear the precious seed, and plant it with care, the natu- 
ral growth of noxious weeds will reward his neglect. 
Vanity, shame and sorrow will be the sad consequences 
as he cries. How have I hated instruction and despised 
reproof Idleness, dissipation and vice are not the seed 
which will produce the good fruit in after life. 

Life may be fitly represented under the figure of a 
great fair. Different conditions, like articles of merchan- 
dise, are exposed for sale. Each is labelled with its 
price, upon the payment of which the article is to be 
bought. If you choose that which is valuable and goo4, 
you must pay the price. Xou must labor for it. It 
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comes not in some golden shower. It does not grow up 
by chance. It is the haj-vest that rewards the proper 
improvement of the seed time. In youth we make the 
great decision, and have our condition according to the 
price we pay. If you prefer folly to wisdom, idleness 
to industry, and dissipation to sobriety, you must abide 
the consequences. Your sheaves will be husks. JTor is 
the price exacted the effect of a monopoly. It is what 
the nature of the case requires. If all the world were 
to act in concert in calling a foolish person wise, or a bad 
man good, they could not make him such, nor each other 
or themselves think so. In character there is no artifi- 
cial circulating medium. The intrinsic worth is required, 
and when it is found it is generally appreciated. As a 
rule, men hold that place in the estimation of others, and 
enjoy that degree of prosperity which was promised by 
the improvement of the advantages of their youth, and 
warranted by their habits of thinking and acting. All 
cannot be ridh nor distinguished. That is not the great 
good, the chief end of man. But all can be intelligent 
and virtuous, and fulfill the duties of their station with 
honor to themselves and usefulness to others. If with 
Bufiicient pains they will sow the precious seed, they will 
reap the rich harvest. They will doubtless come again 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them. 

2d. The principle which we adduce from the text, that 
everything great and good is the result of labor, has ap- 
plication to every field of religious and philanthropic la- 
bor. The enterprise of Moses in delivering his people 
from bondage and planting them in Canaan, is an illus- 
tration of it. It was accomplished by the labor of a long 
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life, and he shrunk from the undertaking although pos- 
sessing singular qualifications for it, and encouraged to 
it by the promise of success and divine assistance. He 
sowed with anxious toil. But he performed his appointed 
task with the expectation that in due time he should reap. 
He was not indeed, on account of his transgression, per- 
mitted to enter the promised land. But he saw it from 
Pbgah, and by inspired vision, the future glory of Israel. 
I know not what were his reflections, as he thus stood 
surveying with undimned eye that beautiful land, the ob- 
ject of his long marches, all the land of Gideon unto Dan, 
and all Napthali and the land of Ephraim and Manafisah, 
and the land of Judah unto the utmost sea, and the south 
and the plain of the valley of Jerico and the city of palm 
trees unto Zoar ; but I have thought no circumstance 
could have been added to increase his satisfaction. His 
desire to enter was expressed before this privilege was 
vouchsafed him, for I cannot suppose he would have de- 
sired it afterwards. What greater happiness could he 
have enjoyed, if his wish had been granted ? Nothing 
short of the bliss of heaven could have ^^rpassed the 
transports of that hour. In this life he saw a result to 
reward his life of toil, a recompense of reward for the 
afflictions which he chose to suffer with the people of 
God, rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
I may confirm my position by the examples of Howard, a 
name that is almost synonymous with philanthropy. His 
labors were expended upon a field entirely new. From 
a home of affluence he travelled throughout Europe to 
explore the foul and sickly prisons, and to learn from 
personal inspection the condition and wants, temporal and 
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Bpiritual, of the inmates. His interest extended not only 
to those whom the jealousy and caprice of tyrants had 
incarcerated, but to felons of the worst character. In- 
stead of being repelled by the loathsomeness of the scenes 
which he visited, and the rough demeanor of hardened 
villains, he felt an increased interest to labor in their be- 
half and devise plans for their benefit. He lived to see 
much fruit of his labors, and since his death much more 
has been gathered. The seed he sowed has been con- 
stantly springing up and bearing fruit. The Prison Dis- 
cipline Society, which has turned the loathsome dungeon 
into the comfortable cell, and the pestiferous prison into 
a school of morality, had its origin in his labors. The 
prisoner is not now abandoned to vice and misery, with 
none to care for his body or his soul. As far as is con- 
sistent with the design of his imprisonment, in many pris- 
ons the most solicitous regard is manifested for both. And 
we believe that this system will more widely prevail, as 
far as the influence of religion extends, and the happy 
fruit of his self-denying labors will be increasingly realized 
as long as prisons shall be needed. 

The principle is illustrated by the effect of sincere and 
intelligent efforts for the improvement of civil institu- 
tions. The labors of Algernon Sidney, and Henry Vane, 
and Hampton, although they were martyrs to their prin- 
ciples, were not lost to the world. They cast their seed 
in a hard soil, but it was not permitted to perish. In 
this belief they toiled and nobly died. But the result has 
exceeded an hundred fold their anticipations. They little 
anticipated that they were shedding a light on the prin- 
ciples of equal rights, which should guide the framers of 
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the constitution of a great nation, and bring the princi- 
ptes of liberty into an enlightened and successftil conflict 
with the principles of tyranny throughout the civilized 
world. 

The labors of Wilberlbrce furnish another pertinent 
illustration. The inhuman traffic in human flesh which 
has disgraced all civilized nations, early enlisted the sym- 
pathies of his benevolent heart. He labored for the sup- 
pression of this traffic more than forty years in the Eng- 
lish Parliament. Against all the opposition and cupidity 
and a selfish cabinet policy, he continued to urge the 
cause of outraged humanity, and if I do not mistake, he 
closed his career on earth the same night in which the 
abolition act passed the House of Commons. 

I know not that he was informed of the grand consum- 
mation of his labors, while he lingered on earth. In the 
assurance of it, which the known change in public opinion 
warranted, he must have felt a satisfaction like that of 
Moses on Mount Pisgah, and I cannot but imagine that 
the angels who convoyed his spirit to heaven bore the 
first news of this triumph of truth with the champion 
who achieved it. But if this was the last of earth to 
him, it was not to his influence. It still lives in ten thou- 
sand hearts, and speaks with ten thousand tongues and 
works with ten thousand hands. Providence guards the 
precious seed, rains water it, suns warm it, to the pro- 
duction of a glorious harvest. It has produced emanci- 
pation in the British Islands. It will in the end suppress 
the slave trade and abolish slavery, and by means in ope- 
ration, or to be put in operation, will return to bleeding 
Africa double for all her wrongs. A rich harvest will 
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indeed reward the toil of that good man, when the last 
slave ship, freighted with groans and tears, sliall have left 
the African coast, and the last fetter been struck from 
her oppressed sons, when churches shall take the place 
of slave marts, and the blessings of Christianity be re- 
flected from all her sunny hills and valleys. 

The illustrations adduced are sufficient to show that in 
moral labors which affect the happiness of mankind, the 
same principle obtaitis. To accomplish anything great 
or good, we must toil for it. We must with tears cast 
in the precious seed, and we may do it with just as much 
assurance of the appro*priate result as when the natural 
seed is faithfully committed to the earth. 

8d. The same principle has application also to life, as a 
season of probation. In reference to this same point the 
Apostle explicitly declares, "Asa man soweth so shall 
he also reap." If he sow to the flesh he shall of the flesh 
reap corruption, but if he sow to the spirit he shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting. Labors or idleness are not 
more decisive of the results of autumn, than the morning 
of life is of the final condition of the soul. The seed is 
sown in life, the harvest is in eternity. The poet has for- 
cibly expressed the thought, answering the question — 
"What is time?" 

"From the dark tomb a hollow murmur flowed. 
Time sowed the seeds we reap in this abode." 

If nothing good in this life is obtained without labor, 
if our bread is to be earned with toil, if success in any 
enterprise is the result of pains-taking, can it be reason- 
ably imagined that spiritual blessings are an exception, 
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that they will grow up to us spontaneously, or come un- 
sought ? If it be reasonable to expect that the person 
who loiters in idleness when others are busy sowing, will 
mourn in harvest, what must be the lamentation of those 
who waste the day of probation and the means of grace ? 
Must they not mourn at last that the harvest is past and 
the summer ended, and their souls not saved ? If they 
sow to the wind, will they not reap the whirlwind ? This 
is the plain and uniform testimony of the Scripture upon 
the subject. We are to be judged according to the deeds 
done in the body, that every one may receive according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or evil. This 
was the expectation of holy men, whose lives are set be- 
fore us as examples. They endured as seeing Him, who 
is invisible. They had regard to the recompense of re- 
ward, and therefore chose rather to suflfer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season. They patiently continued in well doing, that 
they might receive honor and glory and immortality. It 
was not for the present pleasure of it that they denied , 
themselves and took up their cross, at the sacrifice of 
every worldly good and of life itself. It was not for 
others alone that they sowed. They did not persevere 
in their labors of piety merely to plant the Gospel and 
disseminate the truth. They sowed also for themselves. 
It was the precious seed which they must bear weeping 
that their own souls might reap the harvest of eternal joy. 
Through much tribulation they must enter the kingdom 
of heaven. They endured cruel mockings, bonds, im- 
prisonments, and the agonies of martyrdom itself, with 
the expectation of an eternal reward. They did not ex- 
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pect the crown of life without fighting the good fight of 
faith. It is the part of the good man to live and act with 
reference to eternity, and not merely for the present life. 
Does he not in this act wisely ? What is your life ? It 
is even as a vapor, which appeareth for a little while and 
then vanishes away. How soon it vanishes ! How soon 
will each one of us be an inhabitant of the eternal world, 
of heaven or hell ! And who can endure the thought of 
having all his good things in this life ? Since, then, it is 
a fixed principle, running through the natural and spir- 
itual world, that men shall reap as they sow, are those 
acting wisely who are sowing to the flesh ? who are wast- 
ing the means of grace, and living in habitual neglect of 
the duties of piety ? In the retributions of the future 
world, can they expect to come again rejoicing ? Is it 
such who come to the Zion above with songs and ever- 
lasting joy ? If they reap as they sow, what must be 
their spiritual harvest ? 

To make the subject more practical, permit me to give 
its application in some remarks : 

I. To parents. The importance of imbuing the minds 
of children with right sentiments and training them to 
correct habits, cannot be overrated. Their character and 
destiny for this world and the future depend upon it. As 
they are trained, according to the direction given them, 
will be their future course. K the precious seed is not 
sown, the natural growth of thorns and thistles will re- 
ward the neglect. If you allow them to sit in the seat 
of the scornful, to waste their youth in idleness, dissipa- 
tion and vice, and if they bring down your grey hairs in 
Borrow to the grave, will not that sorrow be embittered 
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by the consciousness that it is the harvest of which your 
own hand has sowed the seed ? 

In this department of duty there is a connexion be- 
tween means and ends, as close as between sowing and 
reaping — ^and I know not but that the means are as cer- 
tain to produce the desired effect. He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed shall doubtless come 
again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. There is 
an explicit promise directly in point — " Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it." He must be trained, not left to grow 
up by chance. Exposed to corrupting influence and im- 
bibing corrupting sentiments, he will go perseveringly in 
the way he ought not. He must therefore be disciplined, 
trained in the right way, in or<Jer that when he i^ old he 
may not depart from it. If you sow the good seed you 
may expect to reap the good fruit. You may expect to 
see your children grow up the support and ornament of 
your old age, and when, with filial duty, they lay you in 
your honored and peaceful grave you may expect to leave 
behind you a prosperous and useful posterity to bless the 
world and the church. 

Sometimes indeed there is an unusual frowardness, 
which resists all good instructions. The parent sows his 
seed with weeping, and it lies buried a long time, perhaps 
beyond the life of him that sowed it. But it is a difficult 
thing for a child entirely to forget a pj«*ent's counsels and 
prayers, and if a child can, God will not. The children 
of pious parents are often reclaimed after a career of folly 
and sin, and generally refer their recovery, under divine 
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grace, to instructions implanted in their memory at the 
parental fireside. 

Our subject affords encouragement in our religious and 
moral efforts. If we labor with a holy purpose, our la- 
bor will not be lost. We cannot throw this precious 
seed, with weeping, into the moral field in vsdn. Correct 
principles may be overthrown for a while by prejudice 
and power, but they will survive. There is a divine Prov- 
idence over the world, and when a David, with holy zeal, 
takes a pebble from the brook, God nerves his arm and 
directs the stone ; and may we not assure ourselves in the 
confidence, that where there is a holy purpose there will 
be success ? 

We have no right, however, to expect that words will 
have power, whatever conibination of them there may be, 
or that our endeavors will accomplish anything, however 
earnest and persevering, except as God makes them ef- 
fectual. Now to secure this influence, is it enough that 
our words be true and our actions beneficent ? Pride 
preaching humility and endowing hospitals, selfishness 
preaching charity and giving alms, ambition gratifying 
itself through religious means, have no more affinity with 
the kingdom of God than if they were exercised upon 
things entirely foreign to it. 

Whatever is done from ostentation, although intimately 
connected with religion, does not partake of the religious 
element, and however glorious it may be in the eyes of 
men, in the sight of God it has no quality that secures 
His blessing. It has indeed its reward, but not such re- 
ward as God bestows upon unselfish labor and earnest 
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desire for His glory. Such labors cannot be lost, and 
their reward is measured, not by the strength or feeble- 
ness of the laborer, but by his earnestness and fervency 
of desire. The tear-sown seed, by however feeble an 
arm scattered, shall grow and multiply, propagating itself 
into new forms of beauty and fruitfulness, after the sower 
is no more. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with him. 
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SERMON V. 



n Cob. 6: 11. 

'^ F«r we know that if •ir earthly h«iM 9f this taheniacle were 
disMlved we haye a hiUdlng 9f God, a house not made with hands, 
etenal In the heaveis*'' 



In the same declarations of the Bible are contained sol- 
aces for the evils of the present time and motives to the 
performance of duty. The fact that they are so nicely 
adapted to our condition and necessities furnishes no incon- 
siderable proof of their divine authonty. In view of the 
calamities to which men are subject, and especially in view 
of death, the mind needs to fasten for support on the great 
and sublime truths of revelation. • We may indeed feel 
that we dwell in houses of clay, that we have here no con- 
tinuing city, that we are pilgrims in a weaiy land, in these 
tabernacles we may groan and be burdened ; but it is 
revelation only which can present those considerations by 
which our minds can be kept in peace. Much with respect 
to our present condition we are compelled painfully to 
know, but it is only by the divine word and the influence 
of the Divine Spirit we can know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Now, says the Apostle, He that hath wrought us to this 
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self same thing is God who also hath given us the earnest 
of the Spirit. Wherefore we labor that whether present 
or absent we may be accepted of Him. 

That we may make a profitable application of this pas- 
sage of Scripture let us look separately at the points it 
suggests. 

1st. The present condition of the persons spoken of. 

2nd. The future residence which awaits them. 

3rd. Their knowledge of it. 

1st. The present condition of the persons referred to in 
the text. The Apostle employs the first person plural by 
which he means to designate himself and his Corinthian 
brethren. As all others, they were in a world of sin and 
trouble inhabitants of a frail and suffering body. It is in 
reference to the frail and decaying nature of the body that 
he employs this language — if our earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle were dissolved. As a tabernacle is but a tempor- 
ary abode and liable to be overthrown and soon to be 
taken down and affording an uncertain and imperfect shel- 
ter to its inhabitants, so the soul dwells in a frail body. It 
is a mud- walled cottage — ^^cespite ctdmen'^ — which is con- 
stantly wasting and shoitly to fall. How meanly dwells 
the immortal mind in its house of clay. One sorrow is 
hardly gone ere another comes. One pain is hardly aba- 
ted before the symptoms of another are discerned. The 
cloud of one disappointment or afiiiction are scarcely past 
before the storm is seen gathering again. Those who in 
drawing the picture of human life have given it a heavy 
shade, need not have dwelt in its lower grounds nor bor- 
rowed from the resources of fancy. Yet even in these cir- 
cumstances the dissolution of the tabernacle is to most per- 
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sons dreadful. They are assiduous in their pains to patch 
and repair it that it may last as long as possible. They 
look forward to the time, if indeed they indulge the anti- 
cipation, when the earthly house of this tabernacle shall be 
dissolved, with dread unspeakable. What then can remove 
this dread of death ? What can enable us in full view of 
the solemnity and importance of the event to anticipate it 
with calmness and even with desire ? Has philosophy a 
specific of sufficient virtue ? Can it ftimish principles by 
which the soul may be sustained in peace, and become re- 
conciled to the loss of this frail dwelling in which it is lodg- 
ed so uncomfortably ? Alas I no. It has not power to 
reveal to the eye of faith the building of God, the house 
not made with hands eternal in the heavens. It can not 
by revealing the glory in reserve, dry up the mourner's 
tears or turn his eye undaunted on the tomb. This victory 
can be achieved only by faith engendered in the soul by 
the divine Spirit, and en lightened by the divine word, which 
brings us to the 

Second point to be considered, viz. : The better dwel- 
ling which the saint will inhabit when removed from the 
body. 

The Apostle in the text evidently in part changes the 
figure. The building of God, the house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens, does not refer to the body 
which the soul will assume in the heavenly state, although 
it may be very correctly employed in this sense. At the 
resurrection it will be raised a spiritual body fitted up 
anew by the almighty power which reared it at first, not 
made with hands, i.e. human hands, but by the divine Arch- 
itect who will construct it of elements and in a manner 
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every way suited to the condition and employments of the 
heavenly state. Instead of being subject to fatigue and 
pain, fettering the exercises ol the mind, it will move with 
the rapidity of the mind's volition and will be a helper in 
all iCfe operations. It will be ever fresh in the bloom and 
vigor of youth, unimpaired in any of its functions and 
feculties by use, accident, or age. But although the 
figure in perfect unity might be applied to the body, 
it is evident this is not the meaning. If our earthly 
house of this tabernacle be dissolved we have a building 
of God, a house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens. The sentiment, I apprehend, is this : If we 
are compelled to lay these decaying bodies in the tomb, 
we know that we shall immediately pass to a more perfect 
and happy and permanent condition, to the possession of 
a place in the house of many mansions which Christ has 
gone to prepare for those who love him, to an abode and 
inheritance in the city which hath foundations whose 
maker and builder is God. In his present state the Chris- 
tian groans, being burdened, but his views and desires and 
hopes are not bounded by this world. He looks beyond 
and expatiates with ever growing wonder and delight upon 
his future being. The heavenly city, the river of life, and 
the tree of life are spread out before the view of his 
faith and by the promises of God secured to him in rever- 
sion. When a person is bom of the Spirit he is begotten 
to an inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled and 
which fadeth not away reserved in heaven for him. When 
therefore death removes him from this life he enters upon 
the possession of it, another mansion is ready to receive 
him, a glorious residence which can suffer no change, and 
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« 

which no lapse of ages can impair. It is eternal in the heav- 
ens. Nor is it a subject of conjecture but of knowledge. 
For we know says the Apostle, which brings us to the 

Third point, viz. : The knowledge which the Christian 
has of it. * 

If It were a matter of conjecture merely, if with reflect- 
ing pagans we could only shrewdly guess concerning the 
future, the strength of the consolation and motive to duty 
drawn from this source would be almost, if not altogether 
lost. Reason has not confidence in its unassisted deduc- 
tions and conclusions. Such doubt and uncertainty would 
so chill its aspirations and darken its hopes, that the prac- 
tical result would be. Let us eat and drink for to-morrow 
we die. Hence those who have rejected the divine inspi- 
ration of the Bible have also generally rejected the idea 
of the soul's immortality, or at best have entertained very 
vague notions and faint impressions of it. Even Cicero 
the prince of Roman orators and philosophers who wrote 
a beautiful treatise to prove the immortality of the soul 
and in his writings often implies the doctrine, confesses to 
his intimate friend that it was a thing which he desired 
rather than believed. But to the Christian it is not a mat- 
ter of conjecture. The truth which by the light of nature 
is made probable, is to him confirmed. In the Gospel, 
light and immortality are brought to light. God 1ms re- 
vealed not only the fact that there is a future to which this 
life is introductory and preparatory, but also the way by 
which eternal happiness may be secured. 

To the man who has complied with the requisitions of the 
Gospel and exercises an intelligent and devout faith in the 
declarations and premises of God can there be room for 
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doubt ? If a sense of sin cloud his own hope can he doubt 
that for the true Christian there is such a blessedness in 
reserve ? Did not Christ the eternal Son of God come in 
the flesh, die on the cross and rise again ? Are not the 
things which the disciples testified to as well certified and 
as worthy of credit as if they transpired yesterday and in 
our own town? Go then to Calvary. Between the male- 
factors, on the cross, behold him who by fi word healed 
the sickjraised the dead, stilled the wind and the waves, and 
proved himself to be the Son of God, the promised Mes- 
siah, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write. 
Amidst the awful portents of darkness and earthquake 
He dies. He gives every indication that life is extinct. 
The bloody corpse is taken down, washed and embalm- 
ed and laid in the tomb of Joseph, and a great stone rolled 
to its door. You see the armed watch set to prevent de- 
ception. On the third day visit the sepulchre, and with 
Mary and the other disciples see the linen clothes lie and 
the napkin that was about his head not lying with the 
other clothes but wrapped together in a place by itself, 
and hear the testimony of the angels, He is not here, he is 
risen. Witness his interview with his disciples and put 
your finger into the nail prints in his hands. Hear 
his instructions and last commission to the Apostles, 
and then see Him go up until a cloud receives Him 
out of your sight. Again, angels testify that this same 
Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
up into Heaven. Is not this a reality ? Was He not dead 
and is He not alive ? Faith is not left to implicit reliance 
upon the declarations of the divine Word with relation to 
a future world. It is not entirely separated from this 
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without any known fact to connect them. Christ was dead 
but was afterwards seen by more than five hundred breth- 
ren at once. It is not a matter of conjecture but a well 
authenticated fact, and affords firm ground for the ladder 
to rest upon by which our faith climbs to the third heav- 
en. The vail which hides the world of spirits fVom the 
view of mortals is rent so at least as to disclose to human 
view one alive who was dead, who was delivered fof our 
offences and raised again for our justification. Does not 
the Christian know that he has a house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens, and when he ceases to groan 
beneath the burden of present sorrows that he begins his 
everlasting song ? 

For we, says the Apostle, that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened, not for that we would be uncloth- 
ed but clothed upon that mortality might be swallowed 
up of life. Now he that hath wrought us for this selfsame 
thing is God who also hath given us the earnest of the 
Spirit. To the same purport is this passage : We have 
an unction from the Holy One and know all things. The 
unction of the Holy One and the earnest of the Spirit are 
the same thing and indicate the confirmation of faith aris- 
ing from the motions of the Spirit of God in the heart. 
Every Christian grace in the degree in which it is exercis- 
ed naturally tends to produce a corresponding degree of 
assurance. The exercise itself is a foretaste of coming 
glory. In the degree in which the heart is drawn out af- 
ter God and heavenly things, there is a claim to the prom- 
ises. There is something of heaven in the heart which 
is an earnest of that which is to come. It is not the result 
of reasoning but of feeling, an instinctive inference, the ef- 
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feet of aD internal consciousness. It is the water that Christ 
gives, a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
The love with which the heart is drawn to Christ fills it 
with peace and confidence, enabling us to say, I know in 
whom I have believed — who shall separate us from the 
love of God in Christ ? We know if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved we have a building of God 
a house not made with hands eternal in the heavens. It is a 
conviction on which he can rest with as much assurance 
as of his present existence. 

The evidence is two-fold; the external producing the as- 
sent of the understanding to the general proposition that 
there remains a rest for the people of God, and the inter- 
nal, sustaining a personal claim. It is the earnest of the 
Spirit which enables us to say, " for we knowP It is this 
which makes the promises a personal address of God to 
the Christian. It destroys the distrust and distance which 
separates the soul from God. It gives the filial boldness, 
removes the clouds of doubt and makes faith confident in 
its joyful anticipations. 

These are not like speculations in science and philosophy 
which you may indulge or dismiss as you please. They 
are truths with which all sustain an intimate and solemn 
relation. You all dwell in houses of clay which are wear- 
ing away and falling to ruins. Your earthly house of this 
tabernacle will soon be dissolved. You are now living, 
moving beings, but the few days of your life are fast hasten- 
ing away and bearing you to the grave and eternity. 
Have you bespoken a place in the house of many mansions? 
Resting on the Gospel with repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ can you look upward to Heaven and say, " There is 
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ray home, my glorious resting place"? If you can in this 
manner, read your title clear to mansions in the skies you 
enjoy a glorious privilege. There is no earthly good to 
be placed in comparison with it. A good hope through 
Christ is a treasure which satisfies its possessor and fills 
the heart with peace and joy. 

It is because Christ has died that you are permitted to 
hope. The only voice of mercy to sinners from the divine 
throne comes by the way of Calvary. 

While then in these emblems you see your bleeding 
dying Lord, by whose stripes you are healed, from whose 
death springs your life, how deep should be your renewed 
repentance ! What adoring wonder and praise and love 
should overwhelm your minds in view of the manifesta- 
tions of divine grace. Christ the Son of God has died on 
the cross to save your soul from death, and has, beyond 
the dark grave, prepared mansions of glory to which he 
will receive you, and you now celebrate the feast he insti- 
tuted to commemorate these things. 

I am afraid there are some who have no sympathy with 
this subject, who do not know that they have a building 
of God, but on the contrary know very well that they 
have not. Your dwellings here may be comfortable, but 
you must soon leave them, and the places which now 
know you will know you no more forever. Are you not 
laboring to make your departure from the world more 
reluctant, more dreadful ? Reflect on the misery of your 
condition, if beyond the grave there is for you no dwell- 
ing of God. There are but two residences of souls in the 
world of spirits — Heaven or Hell. How great your misery 
if the waters of eternal life flow by you untasted ! 
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SERMON VI. 



John 12: 5, 6. 

'^ Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence and 
glTen to the poor? This he said, not that he eared for the poor, 
hnt beeanse he was a thief and had the bag and bare what was pnt 
therein.'' 

»♦• 

This remark, condemnatory of Judas, was made after 
the iull development of his character had left no ground 
for qualification or reserve. At the time it might have 
been one of those equivocal signs, which, if they awaken 
suspicion, afford no certain evidence to sustain a condem- 
nation. But while the disciples could judge of him only 
by his acts, and were bound by their principles and rela- 
tion to him as fellow disciples to judge charitably, the 
Lord, who knew what was in man, appointed him to be 
one of the twelve, and retained him to the last among the 
number. 

The question is often asked and arises in almost every 
mind, by no means impertinently, why a character of such 
intrinsic baseness should be associated with the Apostles. 
The fact is undeniable and we are left to account for it in 
the best way we can. It could not have been from accident 
or mistake. If from design, with what object in view ? 
What end was to be secured by it ? This is a legitimate in- 
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quiry, and one which in the discussion of it takes a very 
practical direction. 

The particular object aimed at, was I apprehend, to 
place vice in such a position as diould best exhibit its in- 
trinsic evil and ugliness, and most certainly secure the con- 
demnation of it among men. If this can be shown there 
will appear a very plain and practical reason why Judaa 
should have been placed and retained among the Apostles 
during our Lord's ministry. 

Without discussing the point here, I may be allowed for 
the time to assume that the College of the Apostles was 
the germ and type of the Christian church, and that the 
arrangements of Providence in the mixed character of 
both manifest the same design. 

First, then, let us see how Judas could better contrib- 
ute to show the evil and ugliness of vice as an Apostle than 
in any other condition ; and by parity of reasoning, how 
the faXse professor of whom Judas is the representative 
can contribute to the same end by his membership with 
the church. 

This principle is employed by the artistic skill of the 
painter. In the magic effect by which the flat surface of 
his canvass exhibits the form and expression of objects 
with a life-like exactness, shade performs as important a 
part as light. In a group of figures he is successful in mak- 
ing one prominent only by a skillM arrangement of the 
background and accompanying objects. The effect of the 
design depends upon the ground and the shading. Judas 
on any other groimd, grouped with other figures, would 
have been the same perfidious, sordid, heartless wretch 
that he was, but in other circumstances there would not 
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have been the same development of character. Place 
him with Pilate and Herod and Ananias and Caiaphas. 
and most of his countrymen of less note whose principles 
were foimed from maxims of worldly selfishness, and his 
character loses its odiousness, and its features of peculiar 
ugliness are softened down into quite a common-place de- 
cency. There was nothing to mark him among the mul- 
titude. He loved money, and was unscrupulous about the 
manner of gaining it, and would betray a Mend for it. He 
had no sympathy in an act of kindness altliough he could 
prate about the poor. But his vice of avarice might have 
been a protection from other vices,and his reputation,gilded 
by wealth, might have been one of liberality, if %fter a legal 
fraud skilliuUy managed, a donation to some charity were 
well published. On such a field it was impossible to display 
the inherent viciousness of his character. To employ the 
figure from painting, make the men of his time the back- 
ground upon which to exhibit him, and it is all ground still 
— an uniform blackness — ^there is no chance for relief But 
how different does he appear associated with the Apostles. 
The strong contrast brings out every feature of deformity. 
Although they but imperfectly comprehended the doctrines 
and principles of Christianity, they were true men. Peter, 
though surprised by temptation, was sound at heart. If 
we entertain a just appreciation of the character of Christ 
in its entire freedom from everything false, or mean, or 
selfish, embodying everything true, good and noble; if 
we contemplate the Apostles acting upon the high princi- 
ples of Christianity as far and as fast as their minds were 
brought to an apprehension of them ; in what circumstan- 
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ces could the odiousness of the character of Judas be made 
more conspicuous than in such a neighborhood ? 

The position which I have assumed is, I apprehend ful- 
ly sustained by fact. When has there ever been an apolo- 
gist for Judas ? The sentiment of mankind haA expressed 
but one verdict — ^that of condemnation. There has been 
the same unanimity and strength of abhorrence towards no 
other individual. History is full of those who possessed 
the same elements of character, but they appear upon a 
difierent ground. They are not in vivid contrast with 
the true, the right and the good. 

When Mary ministers expensively to the confort of 
Christ an4 in the spirit of true affection is regardless of 
every selfish consideration, while her act, her attitude and 
offering conspire to the same effect, Judas sees nothing to 
admire. His sordid nature has no susceptibility of a high- 
er and nobler impression from it than wastefulness. Why 
is this waste ? His natural shrewdness suspecting that a 
more virtuous sensibility would regard it differently, and 
detect the sordid motive of his dissatisfaction, he endeav- 
ors to give it the color of beneficence. Why wasn't it 
disposed of for the benefit of the poor ? — a true type, my 
brethren, of the hypocritical cant with which sordid selfish- 
ness always tries to disguise itself It may accomplish 
part of its object in helping the man to a false estimate of 
of his own benevolence, but it deceives no one else, and 
only serves to prove him false as well as mean. If a tes- 
timony of esteem for the Savior goes for nothing with Ju- 
das, he must at least seem to be beneficent from principle. 
Mt8 charities are not the result of impulse, but of judgment* 
Here again, Judas stands as the type grouping in his class 
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all those whose principle leads them to prefer some other 
offering to Christ — some other charity than just that one 
which at the time is presented for their sympathy and pat- 
ronage. If the claims of our more general benevolent ope- 
rations, which are now occupying with great success a wide 
field, are presented, the Macedonian ciy is lost in the wail 
of want and woe that comes up from the neighborhood. 
Their stanch principle, fortified with the maxim that char- 
ity begins at home, will carry them, it might seem, to any 
length in ministering to the poor, "to coin the heart and 
drop the blood for drachms." The widow's heart may now 
sing, the poor orphans that cry for bread as cold and hun- 
gry they vainly try to sleep upon their musty straw, may 
stay their plaint and wipe their eyes. Patience ! little ones, 
a little longer, some of God's stewards are coming to 
pour the overflowings of their abundance into your laps. 
Well, a plan of home charity is devised. The organization 
is all gratuitous. The channels through which the bene- 
factions flow absorb none of them. Its claims are present- 
ed to them. The plaint of sorrow and want loads the 
gale just as heavily as it did before, but they hear only 
the Macedonian cry that conies from some heathen land 
across the wide seas. Whatever form of charity is pre- 
sented they are for some other, that they may give to none. 
Everything is wasted that is not put into the bag, wheth- 
er it be devoted to foreign or home charity. 

A knowledge of human nature would not require the 
assertion of this passage that he was a thief, to enable us 
to find sufficient evidence that falsehood was the principal 
element of the character of Judas. When he pretends 
charity with a distinct consciousness of the entire absence 



Digitized 



by Google 



64 

of it; there is a basis of &lsehood which fits him for any 
treachery. What the Apostle says of a transgression of 
one point involving a transgression of the whole law, is il- 
lustrated in this case. The man who could be gtdlty of tMs 
act of hypocrisy, while governed by a principle of selfish- 
ness could under the pressure of the fitting motive per- 
petrate any act of baseness. He could with professions of 
friendship concert apian of gain by selling his master and 
consummate the whole scene of falsehood and treason with 
a kiss. The comprehensive nature and odiousness of self- 
ishness are not here exhibited in common circumstances 
where they would hardly be distinguishable but by a jux- 
taposition with the principles of Christianity as taught and 
exemplified by Christ and his Apostles they are brought in- 
to high relief 

Let us apply the same principle to the church. The 
Apostle denominates it the pillar and ground of the truth. 
Its organization is designed to maintain the ordinances, 
sound doctrine and the exemplification of the principles of 
Christianity. By the exercise of a proper discipline and 
by the influence of sound doctrine there will be such a de- 
gree of purity that the design of it will be answered in the 
benefit experienced by the devout members and in the in- 
fluence which goes out from it, but we have no reason to 
expect that it will not partake of the mixed character 
which was exhibited in its type and germ. If the church 
is the pillar and ground of the truth and the principles of 
Christianity are maintained and practiced by it, whatever 
there may be in it of an opposite character will be made 
more apparent in its own quality of deformity. It stands 
out by its strong contrast with the pure spirit of the Gos- 
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pel in connection with which it is seen and judged o£ 
The church is the light of the world. It not" only mani- 
fests the beauty of virtue in its exercises and offices, but 
when vice appears in it, as in its imperfection it will, it ex- 
hibits that also in its true ugliness. Sin in its inherent 
quality is every where the same. But the same evil thing 
appears much worse in the church than out of it. The 
use of spirituous liquors by which a man imbrutes his fac- 
ulties, or the sale of them by which he accomplishes the 
same effect in another, are dark practices in any one but 
they assume a much deeper coloring in a member of the 
church. To narrow down the soul, by concentrating the 
thoughts and affections upon the single object of self, to 
make personal gain or aggrandizement the engrossing ob- 
ject of life, is contemptible in any one, but in a professed 
follower of Christ, who, in that profession is associated 
with principles of the most expansive benevolence, who, 
with an acknowledged obligation, is bound to lay up his 
treasure in Heaven by a faithful stewai'dship of all his 
means of doing good, in such an one it is contemptible in 
a tenfold degree. 

I jproceed in the second place to show that sin in Judas 
and in the church is not only made more manifest by the 
circumstances in which it appears but the prompt condem- 
nation of it is more certainly secured. 

Ist. Because it stands in immediate proximity to the 
principles by which it is condemned. The quality 
of actions is determined in the opinions of men by the 
standard of right and wrong with which they are compar- 
ed. The same thing would be condemned if judged of by 
one standard which would be approved if judged of by an- 
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other. Among pagan nations and among the Jews with 
their corruptions of the Mosaic institutions, many vices 
were accounted virtues. The character of Judas judged 
by the maxims of a worldly selfishness would receive only 
a faint condemnetion if it were not wholly approved. But 
this advantage he lost by placing himself under the severe 
jurdisdiction of Christian principles. If Paul appeals to 
Cesar, he must abide the decision of Cesar ; and if Judas 
associates himself with Christ the estimation of his char- 
acter is formed by the Christian standard and the verdict 
must be that of prompt and unqualified condemnation. 
It was an additional circumstance to exclude him from the 
hope of favor, that he attached himself to a sect whose 
principles condemned the principles of the world as false 
and dangerous, and they in their turn would exercise too 
watchful a jealousy to lose any opportunity of impeaching 
a disciple of Christ, and for the same reason would arraign 
him before the tribunal most certain to secure his condem- 
nation, the principles of Christianity. 

The same reasons operate still to secure the condemna- 
tion of sin in the church. It stands in immediate proxim- 
ity to the principles by which it is condemned, and the 
world is impelled by the same motives to a vigorous appli- 
cation of them. We do not complaui of this but rather re- 
joice that it is so ; for while there is truth and holiness 
enough in the church to furnish strong contrast by which 
to exhibit vice in its true quality, the world by this means 
are unwittingly helping to accomplish one important end of 
its organization. We have no superstitious regard for the 
church. It was never intended as a sanctuary for sin, and we 
rejoice that it should be pursued and slain even when like 
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Joab it has laid hold on the horns of the altar. The keen 
eye with which it is detected and the severity with which 
it is condemned are healthful to the church. It throws 
around Christians a wholesome restraint and magnifies the 
importance of the church. Sin is not condemned so severe- 
ly in the world and the effect in time would come to be, 
if there were no church in which to condemn it, that it 
would in a great degree, if not altogether, escape condem- 
nation. When the faults of Christians are exposed and 
held up to scorn, the design often is, not to promote the 
cause of virtue, rather to degrade it, that its claims and ob- 
ligations may be escaped. By exposing the violation of 
Christian principles they purpose to disparage or nullify 
them. By proving the professor false they think to make 
the impression that religion itself is false. This effect may 
be produced upon some unreflecting minds. What they 
wish they believe. But few, I apprehend, are so preju- 
diced or stupid as not to see that their condemnation of him 
is an approval of Christianity. The fact that he is a mem- 
ber of the church makes them vigilant and active in de- 
nouncing him, and yet to condemn him they do homage to 
those principles of Christianity which it is their design to 
degrade and discard. 

The position of the church professing the principles of 
Christianity was designed to challenge the severest criti- 
cism of the world and, by securing the condemnation of sin, 
to be the instrument of purifying and elevating the moral 
sentiments of men and counteracting their tendency to de- 
cline. The condition of men and their obligations are not 
so different as to render that which is sin p one, no sin in 
another. The same principles of judgment by which sin 
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is condemned in the church must be extended beyond its 
pale. They can not be divested of their authority in ap- 
plication to other men. If a man professing to obey the 
commands of God transgresses, has another man a li- 
cense to transgress because he does not profess to obey ? 
Will not an instinctive sense of justice require men to ex- 
tend the authority of the same principles to themselves, 
which they apply to the conduct of others ? Every just 
censure, therefore, which the world utters against the 
faults of the church does in an important sense magnify the 
church. Their appeals to Christian principles, although it 
be to show how they are violated, are testimony to the 
truth and goodness of those principles, and bring them to 
bear with binding authority upon all. 

If I have accomplished my design, the objections which 
are frequently urged against the church are seen not only to 
have no weight, but to become arguments in its favor. It is 
said that there is imperfection in the church. K composed 
of men that was to be expected. But there are false pro- 
fessors. So there was one among the Apostles whom our 
Lord appointed to be the type and germ of the church. In 
its first organization, under his own eye, it was not perfect, 
it had a Jadas. If that fact did not neutralize its influence, 
if its mixed character was made subservient to the design- 
ed end, why may not the same thing be predicated of the 
imperfect and mixed character of the church now. If sin 
in the church makes men fall upon it more unsparingly 
than they otherwise would, pure religion is so much the 
more aided. It is not a means which the church may law- 
fully employ, bjit God may employ it through the agency 
of men to contribute to the destruction of sin, and to the 
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authority of religion. Whatever ipfluence goes out from 
a church, whether it be the direct influence of its testimo- 
ny for truth and righteousness in word and life, or the in- 
direct influence which it has by showing the deformity and 
insuring the condemnation of sin, either proves the im- 
portance of the church. Its influence will be in propor- 
tion to the strength and consistency of piety manifested 
in its members. There must be such an exhiliition of the 
Christian virtues as shall show the deformity of evtry vice 
that may unavoidably be associated with them. While 
the rest of the Apostles were devoted and true men, their 
influence was not neutralized by Judas, but the excellence 
of their character appears to better advantage in contrast 
with his baseness. By the comparison how amiable ap- 
pear the affectionate John, the guileless Nathaniel, the 
bold and faithful Peter ! The selfishness of Judas, shown 
as it is, in its true meanness,recommends to us especially the 
grace of benevolence. It was the predominant quality in 
the character of Chiist and his Apostles, and Judas is pre- 
sented as the true type of all those in whom it is wanting. 
A sacrifice of self by a desire constantly cherished and put 
forth in the effort to do good, is the principle of the new 
birth, and constitutes the likeness of Christ which must 
mark his true disciples. 
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SERMON VII. 



n KiNes, 90 : 6. SI. 

«« I wtii add unto thy life fifteen years.'' 
««And Heieklali slept with his fathers.'' 



These passages express the lengthening of Hezekiah's 
life in answer to his earnest prayer. It is worthy of re- 
mark that Hezekiah, in the office of a king, was the bene- 
factor of his people, using his means, whether of revenue 
or power, for the public advantage. He constructed 
works of great public utility, and effected important 
changes in the civil condition of his people. But he was 
most remarkable for his religious character, in which he 
was preeminent above all the kings of Judah, unless we 
except Josiah. His reign commenced with religious 
reforms which he prosecuted with equal vigor and suc- 
cess; and by bringing the people from their apostacy he 
propitiated the divine favor to such a degree, that the coun- 
try enjoyed great prosperity and a signal deliverance from 
the invading armies of Assyria. During the first fourteen 
years of his reign, he appears to have moved upon an un- 
deviating line of religious duty, and to have experienced 
in the results of his administration, the fulfilment of the 
promises in such measure as should have confirmed his 
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taith and piety.- Let it be observed, that during this period 
there is no record of his committing a foolish or wicked 
act or suffering any reverse. When it was announced to 
him that his malady would be fatal and he is deeply af- 
fected, it is unnecessary to refer to his want of faith, or 
to any cause unworthy of the piety of which his life had 
given such ample proof, or to urge the fact of his age, be- 
ing then just at the maturity of bodily and intellectual 
vigor. 

It is enough that it was death, ever dreaded and dread- 
ful death, to have the body to become a cold, insensible 
lump, a decaying, putrifying mass, to have this finished 
machine, every fibre of it, every nerve along which has 
thrilled the tide of emotion, and by which its nobler in- 
habitant has had communication with the material world; 
to have all this dishonored and destroyed, and to have 
the soul enter upon its mysterious journeying down 
the infinity of duration, must ever be an event at which 
human nature recoils.* We do not impute to him anything 
unmanly or unbecoming a believer, when he wept and 
earnestly prayed that his life might be spared, but the 
wonder is, that the part of his life which was given 
him in answer to his prayer, should have been the 
worst part. If it never occurred to you in reading this 
passage, so as to detain you with reasoning and reflecting 
upon it, I presume the fact is so different from what we 
should expect, that it is regarded with surprise, as indi- 
cating a disposition too perverse to merit the high encom- 
ium which the sacred historian bestows upon him. The 
particular thought pertinent to us, which the text viewed 
in connection, suggests, is that an indefinite and uncertain 
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period of life is more favorable to piety than if it were 
fixed to a certain date and the limit of it known to us. 
Hezekiah is the only example I know of whose life illus- 
trates both parts of the proposition. During the first and 
best part of his life it was uncertain, and the last part was 
for a fixed and limited period. I cannot perceive any 
natural impossibility in the way of every man receiving 
from the hands of his Creator a charter of life for a defi- 
nite period, or that some period before death the number 
of months or years appointed should be made known. 

No reason appears why this should not be one of the 
possible things with God, just as possible in every case as 
in Hezekiah's. But if there would be no advantage re- 
sulting from it in regard to the ends of moral probation, 
if the only experiment which was ever made proved to be 
detrimental to piety, the existing condition of life mani- 
fests divine wisdom and goodness ; and if the existing 
circumstances of life are made to appear more fevorably to 
piety, it is all that the subject requires. 

In the first ages of the world, the vigor and longevity 
of the race gave almost an assurance of length of days. 
Although death, then as now, claimed his victims at every 
age, it is probable that deaths at an early age were much 
more inf requent,and life much less uncertain. In proportion 
to the degree of confidence with which they could rely 
upon a long life, they were emboldened in sin, and the 
remarkable prevalence of vice and violence may be attrib- 
uted to this cause. They had more tiipe in which to com- 
mit wickedness, and were more free from the restraints 
and checks which a sense of frailty and the uncertainty of 
life might have imposed. 
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If we consider what vast plans of ambition are formed, 
with what violence and wrong self-advantage is sought, ' 
what pride is cherished in our own short and uncertain 
period of life, it is not difficult to conceive how gigantic 
they would become if our lives were extended to the 
years of the antidiluvians. In the chance of such a life 
wealth would seem to be worth something, if its luxuries 
and ease and importance could be spread over hundreds of 
years. A mansion of princely magnificence, with its fur- 
niture and grounds exciting the envy of the beholder, 
might well be an object of natural desire in circumstances 
in which the uncertainty or shortness of life did not seem 
to mock the pretension of ownership. If we could dimly 
discern the tomb at the end of a career extended through 
long centuries, prid^ in these things, by which we may be 
distinguished above others, woul^ not be so absurd. The 
cause therefore of the change in the condition of human 
life is to be looked for in the necessity of it, that its un- 
certainty and brevity might operate as a check upon hu- 
man wickedness to prevent it from attaining that degree 
which required a flood to destroy the earth. So that even 
to render the world habitable and men capable of life here 
with any chance for improvement and social progress, it 
became necessary to curtail that life and bring it down to 
its present narrow limits, and in the same degi*ee increase 
the uncertainty of it. 

There is, however, one point which the text brings be- 
fore us, which this case does not fully iiieet. Although 
the life of the antidiluvians was less uncertain, still it was 
not fixed to a certain limit. It is often said that every 
man has his period allotted ; the bounds of life which he 
*4 - 
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cannot pass. This in a Scripture sense, which excludes 
all idea of fate or destiny is true. He, who knows all fu- 
ture things, as well as the past, must know this.- 

If the divine knowledge be regarded and by figure rep- 
resented as the book in which events are written, the 
period of every life is recorded there. 

If this were revealed to us, as to Hezekiah, would any 
advantage be derived from it on the score of morality or 
piety above our present condition ? Suppose, to-day, we 
could pry between the folded leaves and each one discover 
the period allotted him to live, ^s one to see some day 
within a year, when his spirit will go to explore the mys- 
teries of the future world, another discovering that his 
life is extended two . or three or five years, would this 
knowledge assist in the greal business of a moral being in 
a state of probation ? In proving that the knowledge of 
a fixed period of life would not be so favorable to piety 
as the uncertain condition in which our lives are placed, I 
do not rely on the argument aflfbrded by the case of Heze- 
kiah. I appeal to facts which are brought before our own 
observation and which lie within the sphere of our own 
experience. I will bring directly before our view any 
community in which the Gospel is preached. As you go 
through such a community you find various grades of 
character, and every degree of conviction of the truths of 
Christianity. 

Now if we could enter the heart we should find that 
the neglect of religion which widely prevjdls, is the effect 
of an expectation of repeating and believing in the Gos- 
pel at somef period before all opportunity is gone. A 
period is separated from the rest of life, and in the pur- 
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pose and expectation of the individual, devoted to the 
work of preparation for death, in some cases it may be all 
the remainder of life after the execution ol some favor- 
ite worldly plan occupying an indefinite period, but in 
most cases it is vaguely at a point when age or sickness 
gives the warning that the time is short. This, in general 
terms, expresses the cause of the common neglect of re- 
ligion. I trust it commends itself to your consciences as 
true. And this is done, be it remembered, with a know- 
ledge which the providences oi* God are constantly giving 
of the uncertainty of life. Now let there be a knowledge 
of the limit of life, removing from it all uncertainty, and 
is it not easy to discover what the effect would be ? Do 
you suppose that the certainty of death at soqie fixed 
point would be as powerful to awaken care and dili- 
gence in preparing for it, as the tjertainty of life during 
the intervening period would be to produce carelessness 
and neglect ? The same disposition, with far greater ap- 
pearance of wisdom, could extend a plan of worldly bus- 
iness or' pleasure through almost the whole of the ap- 
pointed time, setting grudgingly apart such a portion at 
the close as the heart in love with the world would deem 
sufficient ; and the persons who defer this great business 
with all the uncertainties of life, to a death-bed, would 
not be likely to be very liberal in their appropriation if 
the limit of life were known. Instead of producing more 
care, it would only produce more neglect. Men would 
rely with more confidence upon the time which they had 
set apart for this object, and yrould experience more dif- 
ficulty in denying themselves, and devoting themselves 
steadily and religiously to the duties of life. They would 
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follow the corrupt desires of their own hearts, designing 
to devote just enough of life in preparation for the life to 
come as would secure the salvation of the soul. Here let 
it be observed that the effects of long habits of association 
and feeling would be the same as they are now, which 
probably in most cases prevent even at the eleventh hour, 
the accomplishment of the designed repentance. It would 
be found that it is not so easy a thing to give the heart to 
God, when, for a long course of years it has been volun- 
tarily withheld. The heart would be hard and dead to 
the influence of divine truth, and the time set apart would 
be found just as fruitless of the designed reformation, as 
death-beds now are. But without insisting upon the nat- 
ural effect of indulged sin in preventing repentance in the 
last hours, admitting that men would repent sis easily and 
readily as they suppose,^ it would still be a motive to post- 
pone, and the effect would be that men would devote their 
strength and life to the world and the indulgence of sin- 
ful appetites. 

Now I am prepared to present befoi-e your ftiind the 
natural result of such a condition of life. ' 

Dispose of the last hours just as you please. Magnify 
divine mercy to any extent. Endue the sin hardened sin- 
ner with any feculties and dispositions towards piety Il- 
luminate his mind miraculously with a knowledge of divine 
things which in life he neglected. Make him to expire in 
the embrace of his gracious Savior, while angels, bright 
guardians of the just, wait around to receive him into their 
happy fellowship. But let there be a motive of such 
power to increase the neglect of religion during life, and 
then crowd the whole work of preparation into the last 
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hour and what becomes of practical godliness in the world? 
What becomes of the christian virtues? Go from house 
to house, and there would be found no recognition of the 
claims of piety, no voice of prayer, except from those in 
the agonies of death. All expecting to die the death of 
the righteous and none living the life of the righteous. 
Does such a state of things seem consistent with a moral 
training for a higher and purer state ? Does it seems as 
wisely adapted to the ends of moral probation as the state 
in which we are. 

I proceed to show, on the other hand, the advantages of 
a short and uncertain life, on the score of viitue and piety. 
To a reflecting mind the consideration that life is short, 
although ex1;ended to man's full age of three score years 
and ten, must operate strongly to repress human ambition 
and lust. Clothe a man with all the power and magnifi- 
cence that eai-th can give, let him be an object of general 
admiratioji, and when he is viewed in relation to the 
grave and the future, these embellishments appear more 
like mockery than objects of substantial importance. 

A man may look with as much assurance as he pleases 
through his three score years and ten, and fill them with 
scenes most agreeable to his taste, but the perspective 
through which his eye ranges is but for a little way before 
him, terminated by a grave stone on which are his own 
name and age. 

Under the influence of sense and passion as men are, 
they may gratify their pride in every practicable way in 
exciting the envy and admiration of others, or they may 
have ambitions which by wrong and violence work their 
own ends. Wickedness, in all its forms, we know, in the 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



78 

present condition of mankind abounds, but what we con- 
tend is, that men are not so wicked nor so foolish as they 
would be, if the short period allotted them here did not 
operate to repress the evil tendencies of our nature. Does 
it not repress personal pride to know that the bloom of 
youth is soon to fade, and the graces of person are but 
the preludes to decrepitude and decay? Is not the selfish- 
ness of the heart mitigated by looking forward to that 
grave stone ? 

I am aware that all influences- to be of essential benefit, 
must be made eflTectual by the spirit. But is there not 
something subduing, humbling, in the consciousness of 
our short stay here, that lays the foundation for the effect 
of almost all moral and religious truth ? 

I tell you of God and of the way of obtaining his favor. 
It is like an abstract truth, but I tell you that you are 
soon to appear before him and answer for the deeds done 
in the body, and it becomes a matter of solemn and person- 
al interest. I announce to you the fact that the distinction 
which you claim over others as a matter of self complacen- 
cy and pride, such as wealth and influence are advantages 
for doing good, aflTording you the opportunity of being 
benefactors to men, and laying up treasure in heaven. To 
all this you may assent as good morality, while the prin- 
ciple of selfishness may resist it and prefer its own grati- 
fication. But would the claims of religion and philanthro- 
py come to your ear with the same impression, if they 
were backed by the consideration of the short period of 
your enjoyment of worldly good ? I would take the rich, 
or those who make too much account of becoming rich, 
who love the world too well, to a vie^ of what, in a few 
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years, they will be. I ] would have them see how near 
they are to the narrow house, and then, as I repeated the 
words of Holy Writ, would there be no impression, no 
stirring of emotion ? 

Charge them that are richy that they he not high minded^ nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy ; that they do good, that they 
be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate, laying up in store for themselves a good foundn/- 
tion against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life. Upon this principle, with a very serious 
irony, the' wise man exhorts youth to walk in the way of 
their heart and the sight of their eyes, but to know that 
for all these things God would bring them into judgment. 

But it is time that I pass from this to a consideration of 
advantages arising from the uncertainty of life. This un- 
certainty admits of no excuse for delay. It not only dis- 
suades from the indulgence of sinful passion, but showa 
that such indulgence is folly to the degree of madness. 
This is set forth in a manner beyond all comparison by 
our Savior in Luke 12 : 16-21. And he spake a parable 
unto them, saying: The ground of a rich man brought 
forth plentifully, and he thought within himself, saying : 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow 
my fruits? And he said. This will I do; I will pull down 
my barns and build greater; and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, 
Soul thou hast much goods laid up for many years, take 
thine ease, eat, drink and be merry. But God said. Thou 
fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee ; and 
then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided? 
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So is he that layeth up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God. At the very time when he is thinking noth- 
ing of his duty to God and man, but is laying his plans for 
self-gratification, the commission is given to death to exe- 
cute upon him the dreadful summons. The very night in 
which he supposed himself at the pinacle of human felic- 
ity, he is called to his account. Although he stands as a 
representative of folly which is very prevalent, the uncer- 
tainty of life is not without its salutary effect. There are 
those who have a sense of their condition, and feel that 
they are tenants at will, and eat their daily bread as the 
Israelites did the Passover, with theii- shoes on, and their 
staves in their hands, ready in some degree for the jour- 
ney upon whiA the soul must soon enter, through a fear- 
ful and unknown way to the spirit land. And there are 
others we hope, who, if not watching as they should with 
their loins girt about and their lamps trimmed and burn- 
ing, are not wholly like the foolish virgins, who took no 
oil in their lamps. And upon all your minds there is a 
salutary influence from it. It holds you in check from 
that entire worldliness, which would bury all thought and 
concern for the future, all sense of religious obligation in 
the pursuit of the things of this life. In any remarks 
which I make, I do not wish to seem willing to disguise 
and conceal the unhappiness of that condition to which sin. 
has reduced our race. The shortness and uncertainty of 
life in itself is an evil fruitftil of much anxiety and sorrow^ 
It makes this world a vale of tears. We mourn for the 
loved ones that are taken from us. We fear for the living. 
We have anxiety for ourselves. But let us remember that 
it is sin winch has rendered this condition necessary to 
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protect us from the absolute sovereignty of evil passions 
and to render us susceptible of impressions from admoni- 
tions, to prevent our corruption from being our ruin and 
to preserve the world from the sin which provoked the 
flood. 

The subject shows a beneficent arrangement to render life 
subservient to a higher end than merely living, and urges 
the importance of doing without delay what should be the 
whole business of life, living to God, and doing everything 
in his fear and with reference to his will. It will not an- 
swer the ends of a pious life to wish at last that we had 
done better. That will not undo the effect of an evil in- 
fluence. It will not accomplish for the world and the 
church that which it was our privilege to do all our lives. 

When religion, in heart and act, is deliberately post- 
poned and a course of self-indulgence deliberately pursued 
through life, it is with the design of being sorry for it at 
last. And,whatmust such a sorrow be ? It must be in 
keeping with such a life, for it is barely conceivable that 
sorrow in such circumstances should be sincere. 

God sent you into this world to live religiously and not 
merely to die religiously, if we may suppose such a thing 
practicable. Religion is a thing which pertains to life. 
It has its duties, its active service, in doing good with all 
given means. It has its exercise of devotion, of patience, 
submission, love, trust, gentleness and charity. The pray- 
er to God at the last hour, when it has been the purpose 
not to pray till then, will be only the prayer of the lips. 
I do not say that none are saved at the eleventh hour. I 
do not limit the grace of God. But I say that the decla- 
ration, — Because I called and you refused, because I have 
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stretched out my hand, (thai is, besought) and ye did not 
regard it, I therefore will laugh at your calamity and mock 
when your fear cometh, — this declaration does not more 
express God's stern rejection of those who sin with pre- 
sumption on his mercy, than state a physicological fact. In 
the nature of the case repentance, at such a time, is almost 
impossible. 

Your life is made uncertain tor the very purpose of keep- 
you from that rock so fatal to voyagers to eternity. It 
was designed to lead you to pray now, to repent now, 
and to live every day as if it were your last. All those 
plans and expectations, which respect the future, only op- 
erate adversely on the present, and consequently on the 
whole character of the life. They are opposed to the 
whole design of life, and are inconsistent with the condi- 
tion of life. The providence of God, the shortness of life 
and its uncertain condition, all enforce the declaration, — 
Now is the accepted time, Behold now is the day of 
salvation. Is the design of future repentance, which at 
best, is only an artifice to avoid present duty, and silence 
the rebukes of conscience, any preparation for death ? If 
it encourage a life of impenitence and sin, is it not in 
plain contradiction of the lessons of divine providence ? 
Your life is as uncertain as can be imagined. You have 
no assurance of a day, and it is with the wise and benefi- 
cent design that you may not depend upon to-morrow. 
Will you venture to disregard these lessons ? Will you 
not heed the warning voice of your own frailty, which, by 
the divine word becomes articulate ? It calls you to a 
prompt decision to begin to-day, and diligently prosecute 
a plan of life, which naturally and necessarily leads to a 
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happy death. Death is a calamity to which we are sub- 
jected. Our duty and our eternal salvation are Con- 
nected with our life. The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedness, but the righteous hath hope in his death. 
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SERMON VIII. 



Hat. 14: 97. 
«Mt is It be n%% tfrali.'' 



Circumstances are recorded in connection with this ad- 
dress of Christ which seem to limit it to the disciples, and 
give it the character of a remarkable but uninstructive fact. 
As their ship was laboring with the storm and their 
strength was tasked with ineffectual efforts to resist the 
force of the wind, the faith of the disciples, although it 
was then weak, would render the coming of Christ a de- 
sirable event. His presence would impart confidence, if 
they did not entertain a belief in His power to control 
the winds and the waves. They would be prepared to wel- 
come Him for the sense of security their veneration for 
Him inspired. But they were not prepared for His Com- 
ing in suth a manner. It was at the fourth watch of the 
night which would place it between three and six. With 
slow progress they must have gained a wide distance from 
the starting point, and it is expressly stated that they were 
in the midst of the sea. Through the grey twilight of 
morning they perceive the appearance of a human figure, 
unsustained by anything except the yielding element, 
moving with firm step from wave to wave. All eyes are 
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fastened upon Him, and a natural dr^ad of spirit manifest- 
ing itself to the physical sense renders Him an object of 
terror. His well known voice relieves them not only from 
the fears which their imagination created, but those which 
arose from their condition of danger,^ and Peter in his con- 
fidence wishes even to leave the vessel and walk upon the 
sea. When this confidence has brought him into unneces- 
sary exposure and fear, and he cries out to his Lord for 
help, he again receives assurance and support. 

We have no difficulty in understanding how the sense 
of Christ^s presence should contribute to the comfort of 
the disciples in removing their fears. But this would be. 
of little practical benefit. Dismissing further considera- 
tion of the text in application to the disciples, it will be 
my endeavor to make it contribute to the same effect in 
regard to ourselves. 

I wish your minds to be possessed of the fact pre- 
sented to the disciples. Review the picture of the scene 
whic^ I have presented — Christ walking upon the sea. 
No question arises as to the manner in which it was done, 
for the mind instinctively perceives that it was supernat- 
ural. It is one of the many proofs which Christ gave and 
which he might be expected to give of his divine charac- 
ter. Let us imagine ourselves in the boat with the disci- 
ples. Could a vestige of doubt as to his divinity remain 
in our minds ? The miracle shows almighty power, and 
with full conviction we should exclaim "My Lord and my 
God!" At His bidding all our fears would leave us and 
we should be ready to do as Peter did, assured of His 
power to support us. But He who thus walked on the 
stormy sea of Galilee is the same yesterday, to-day and 
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the Christian in his darkest hour may have a clearer view 
of Christ than the disciples had on that dark morning, and 
hear with more encouragement his soothing address — ^It 
is I, be not afraid. I hope I am speaking to the present 
experience of some in attempting to illustrate and apply 
the passage with reference to inquirers. There is doubt- 
less in nearly all your minds a conviction of the truth and 
excellence of genuine Christianity, but there is with some 
in addition to this, the desire of becoming Christmns. 
The claims of religion are felt and acknowledged and there 
is an apprehension of danger saxd darkness in your present 
condition. As you advance your fears and agitation and 
anxiety may increase. From the shore where you felt se- 
cure, you may go forth upon a dark and troubled sea. 
Like the disciples you may toil hard through the long 
and dark night against opposing winds and waves, and 
when the morning begins to break and the divine spirit 
gives you the first view of the Savior, He may appear as 
a spirit removed from a loving sympathy with your own 
soul. Your heart may be filled with awe rather than with 
joy. The first view which Paul had of Christ was such 
as to excite terror. He asked with an humble heart what 
he should do, but we have no evidence that the trouble of 
his mind was removed until three days after. He saw 
that the Crucified One was the Savior and he had a sense of 
His power and majesty but not of His love. When the 
soul leaves the shores of the world and goes forth af- 
ter Christ it is often at first through darkuesa and 
storm, and when Christ appears to the straining eyes, 
it is obscurely and in the distance, He is seen as a great 
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Savior working out a great salvation, but the prom- 
ise has not yet come to the heart with a personal appli- 
cation. The soul does not yet see in Christ its own 
Savior. In a very important respect the case of the 
disciples represents the first stages of Christian experi- 
ence. For those who have been instructed into the 
doctrine of Christ's divinity there is a tendency to over- 
look the human nature of Christ. He is regarded more 
as the God than as the God-man — in the higher than the 
lower part of his complex character as Mediator. The 
mysterious spirit is discerned but not the lineaments of 
the man. There is an instance recorded which throws 
light upon this point. After His resurrection, Jesus ap- 
peared to the disciples as they were discoursing upon His 
death. Although His presence was the very thing they de- 
sired, they were terrified and supposed that they had seen a 
spirit, and He said unto them. Why are ye troubled and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts. Behold ray hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself Handle me and see, for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have. And 
when He had thus spoken He showed them His hands and 
His feet, and while they spake not for joy and wonder 
(regarding it as too good to be true) He said unto them, 
have ye here any meat, and they gave 3im a piece of fish 
and an honey comb, and He took it and did eat before 
th^m. He appeared in His human nature after His resur- 
rection that they might be impressed with the fiict that 
He retained His human nature and carried it with Him to 
Heaven, and that it is as God-man that He dispenses the 
administration of His mediatorial kingdom. When, there- 
fore, the eye of Faith contemplates Him, as He is brought 
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near to the soul, it is as He was seen by the disciples in 
His humanity as well as deity, in that very form which 
He assumed that He might show His warm sympathy 
with our weak and erring nature. In the divine Savior I see 
His power to save — in the God-man I see Him whose hand 
wipes the tear from the eye of every penitent, who bindeth 
up the broken heart. In the divine nature I see a bound- 
less love and grace displayed, but in His human nature I 
see Him coming even to me, walking serenely over the 
waves amidst the darkness, a gentle light beaming around 
Him and revealing the gracious lover of my soul, while I 
hear, as it were, a well known voice, saying in soothing 
accents, It is I, be not afraid. 

It is a sense of His humanity that brings the soul near 
Him, and makes us feel that there is not only salvation,^ 
but salvation for us. Nor is this feeling interrupted by 
the fact that He is not visible to the eye. The place of 
sight is supplied by faith. Lo, I am with you always, as- 
sures us that it is no delusion of the imagination. Jesus, 
when on earth, in the ubiquity of His presence speaks of 
being in Heaven, so now seated on His throne wearing 
our nature. He is with us when we seek Him and reveals 
Himself to us, as when on earth, full of grace and love^* 
saying to our heai'ts. It is I, be not afraid. 

There are other experiences which are typified by this 
incident. It is not a tranquil sea upon which the voyage 
of life is made. Although it does not require great piety 
to discover that life is an education and discipline, a true 
and cheerful submission to trials is a high and rare attain- 
ment. Our afflictions are mysterious. God's path is in 
the deep waters. Clouds and darkness are round about 
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Him. We know that God rules all events. With an ao- 
tive presence He is everywhere, guiding the ^floating atom 
as well as the revolutions of a world. We do not dare 
to impeach His wisdom or goodness or to presume that 
anything can befall us except by His direction or permis- 
sion. But when the hesact does not dare to rise in open 
rebellion against God, it may secretly fret, and between 
fretfulness and cheerful acquiescence there is a wide field 
of gloom and impatience. Christ is head over all things 
to the church, and in all things he designs the sanctifica- 
tion of those who are His. But in the midst of the storm 
and darkness of affliction He often appears to us an object 
of terror. The mystery with which our weak faith in- 
vests Him, makes us afraid. We know not that the 
waves by which we are tossed are the pathway by which 
Christ must come to us, and the clouds by which we are 
surrounded are the chariots of salvation upon which He 
rides to our help. But when faith grows stronger we 
can see that love may be severe and that the best token 
we can have of the Savior's regard is the discipline by 
which sin is made bitter. We can see a kind Savior on 
those waves and in that night of trial. Though He come 
mysteriously and at first fill us with dismay, our faith in- 
structed by the promises, will learn to know Him, and the 
object of our fear will be the source of our peace. 

If our obedience and submission give us the evidence 
of discipleship, if we experience the love of Christ in His 
sympathy with His people, no da;rkness of our mind, no 
obscurity in which He may conceal Himself will prevent 
our recognizing Him, and in the most mysterious provi- 
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dence we shall hear the familiar voice, saying, It is I, be 
not afraid. 

O, my brethren, it is no unmeaning thing that the Gos- 
pel presents .to us a Savior. Could we be in a spiritual 
state to hear His voice addressing us, how soon would 
every burden be rolled away from our minds ! What 
peace and hope would fill our hearts ! Our darkest night 
would be turned to day. Our way through life and what- 
ever trials were in store for us, would be peaceful and hap- 
py, and He would be with us in death, still whispering 
in our ears. It is I, be not afraid. 

There is but one other occasion when we shall need to 
hear that voice speaking to us in sympathy and mercy. 
When it calls the dead, when it summons us to his dread 
tribunal, when Jesus shall ascend the judgment seat to 
pronounce the final doom, will it not inspire hope and 
confidence to see our Savior in the Judge, and as He 
bends His eye upon us beaming with forgiveness and love, 
to hear again. It is I, be not afraid. 
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SERMON IX 



Danul 6:18. 

^' lAd Us sleep weit freif htn/' 



■•• 



Your recollection of the circumstances which produced 
wakeful restlessness in king Darius has b^en revived by 
the reading of the Scriptures, in which they are recorded. 
The artifice of the enemies of Daniel had been successful. 
The king had been duped into measures which he found 
to operate most unjustly, and which would involve him 
in an act as cruel as it was impolitic and ungrateful, and 
would secure an end which he never designed, and which 
filled him with the deepest regret. Daniel is gone by the 
hands of the stem executors of a sterner law, to the den 
of lions. No human hand can interpose to save him from 
his doom. He obeys the higher law, and his infraction 
of the kilig's decree, requires the execution of the penalty. 
But the king too, finds a law superior to his decree, in. his 
own heart, and the obligations of humanity, justice and 
gratitude could not be annulled by the authority of an 
edict. His anxiety for the day made the lapse of time 
more slow, and the long hours of that dreary night were 
consumed in painful watchfulness. At early dawn he 
hastens to the den, and with fears made greater even by 
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liope, he inquires with a mournftil voice, if Daniel's God 
had been able tp protect him. 

Without attempting to analyze the agitation of the king, 
so as to discover all the elements of it, or the exact pro- 
portion in which they existed, we can readily discover 
enough to make it a practical theme of meditation. 

It will be my object to show Ist, The natural operation 
of conscience, and 2d, The means by which it may be 
appeased, and the burden removed from it. 

The decree by which Daniel was made an offender, 
aimed ostensibly at promoting the honor of the king, and 
exalting him in the eyes, of his subjects. It forbade the 
offering of any prayer or petition to any god or man, for 
a number of days, save to the king. . 

It flattered his vanity, and had some aspects of patriot- 
ism. By turning all minds from every other source from 
which benefits could be asked or received, towards his 
throne, the king might have supposed that the minds of 
all could thereby be united in higher regard for his royal 
person, and a more hearty support of his administration. 
The weight of government rested on his shoulders, and 
the sacrifice which his subjects would suffer in so brief a 
suspension of their privileges, might seem inconsiderable ' 
compared with the public advantage. But with whatever 
reasons the promoters of the measure urged it, or with 
whatever arguments the king might attempt to justify it, 
they ^e found to be utterly futile, when the circumstan- 
ces of the case ai*e brought i^ly before the court of 
conscience. The conclusions of a specious logic are at once 
overthrown. His personal regard for Daniel is a sufficient 
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counterpoise to his vanity, and he is qualified to exercise 
a just estimate of his act. 

He was indeed ignorant of the plot which was de- 
signed as a-trap. But it vas inherently wrong. He la- 
bored to prevent that wrong, but by his signature of the 
unrighteous decree, he had placed it beyond his power, 
and he stood responsible at thebar'of his conscience for its 
effects; he felt the crushing weight upon his heart. Hiq 
appetite loathed the i-arest dainties. Music- had lost its 
power to please. His mind is ever brooding over the one 
thought. One image is ever before him, the victim of his 
folly and injustice. K the lions, by the providence of God 
had not given hjm opportunity of making reparati<tn, it 
would have been a living inevitable torment. Rut in this 
instance he is able to escape such self inflicted retribution. 
He could make confession, and reward the integrity which 
had been so thoroughly tested. 

This principle I believe to be of universal application in 
respect to all the sin we Commit. Of many sins we im- 
perfectly see the evil and the evil effects. There may be 
nothing to counteract the blinding influence of passion. 
It is no part of my doctrine that the annoyance of con- 
science is always proportioned to the wrong, or that, under 
some circumstances the greatest crimes may not be perpe- 
trated without any. The text merely illustrates the ope- 
ration of conscience in circumstances which lavor its ap- 
propriate action. It shows with what power it is capable 
of passing the sentence of self-condemnation, and laying 
on the soul the heavy burden of conscious guilt. Cain^s 
crime is the first mentioned after the lall, and the history 
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of it is so isolated as to be peculiarly instructive and in 
point. 

When God inquires for his brother he declines the op- 
portunity which God purposely gives him of making con- 
fession, and leaves the burden on his own conscience. He 
therefore becomes a restless fugitive. He fears the ap- 
prehension of Justice wherever he flies. The voice of 
AbePs blood cries from the ground not more to God than 
to Cain. He may seek new scenes far from those where 
in an evil hour he raised his fratricidal hand against his 
brother, but he cannot fly from his consciousness.' His 
fear that every man's hand would be armed against him, is 
the •homage which man's nature is compelled to pay to 
Justice. It is the working of the inward sense of the ne- 
cessity of the punishment of sin. 

Filial duty is fortified by the instincts of nature. But 
the frowardness of youth may requite a mother's love with 
disobedience and unkindness. But if that mother is re- 
moved by death, let the prodigal know that the burden 
which bowed her frame was not of years, thdt the sorrow 
which broke het heart grew Where her brightest hopes 
were planted; and the last of her many words and her last 
tears were for him, would not his conscience be stimulated 
to unwonted action? What would he not give for one 
interview, though but for a moment, to make confession, 
or even for an assurance that her spirit is the witness of 
his tears and groans ! He may lie down sorrowing on 
her grave, and whisper his penitence to the grass that 
covers it, but as he goes away the painful recollection 
will go unalleviated with him. These cases illustrate 
the sentiment we drew from the text. It is however 
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obvious that there are disturbing influences which prevent 
the faithful operation of conscience. Men will rush into 
sin and vice, with compunctions constantly diminishing 
as they advance. But this does not conflict with the 
lesson which the Scripture teaches. It shows the more 
strikingly what the power of conscience is, when circum- 
stances favor its appropriate action, what an enemy we are 
arming against ourselves in every instance of wrong-doing, 
and what dreadful revenge it will inflict, when at last it 
is clothed with its natural* office. Some ingenious writer 
^las .plausibly maintained that the moral history of the 
world is indelibly written upon its material elements. Be 
this as it may, I believe our personal history is indelibly 
recorded upon the soul. There is not a thought or feeling, 
but hasjmade its lasting impress there. Life in a far 
higher sense than is generally supposed, is a discipline and 
education. The mind will be the embodiment of its pre- 
vious thoughts and feelings, and they will probably, when 
the soul exists as pure spirit, be brought out with the same 
distinctness, as when they were successively in the mind 
during life. 

If then we suppose the conscience to act without ob- 
struction, passing its verdict upon every thought and act, 
and bringing upon the soul self-reproach, proportioned to 
that which Darius felt for one act, to what shall we liken 
the effect? Torture dislocates the joints, crushes the muscle 
and bone, tears and rends the nerves and sinews. Is it 
like that? Is fire that makes the acutest smart, the lake of 
fire, too strong a figure? I do not assert that this is all the 
meaning of those figures. But has not the soul burdened 
with sin, the element of punishment, in the strict and im- 
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partial condemnation of itself? Must not its self-reproach 
be overwhelming, when the conscience is rectified by the 
standard of perfect righteousness, and the whole life 
weighed in the balance? Will it not make sleepless that 
night which knows no morning? 

In the light of the remarks which have been made, it is 
easy to see what is meant by conviction of sin, and that 
very great distress may be experienced by those who have 
been at ease in their minds. As far as men are enlight- 
ened to see their true character", the conscience is prompt 
to express self-approbation, or self-condemnation. Th5 
methods by which conviction is produced are various. 

Sometimes, but more rarely, blessings soften the heart, 
and bring the subjects of them to a sense of ingratitude 
and sin. Sometimes the ordinary means of religious in- • 
struction are made effectual to this end, by bringing be- 
fore the mind a view of the relations and obligations of 
moral being. Any one of the great truths concerning God 
and moral and religious duty, may open the mind to a 
view which shall give a distressing sense of sin. It is oft- 
en too, the effect of afflictions. In the day of prosperity 
we more easily resist painful reflections, and the good we 
enjoy we are prone to imagine an evidence of divine favor. 
Adversity on the contrary, has oHen the effect of enlight- 
ening the conscience. Joseph's brethren could resist all 
his entreaties, and break through all the ties that bound 
them to him, and after their envy was gratified by selling 
him into Egypt, could live apparently without remorse. 
But when they are in trouble and in prison, their con- 
sciences revive a distinct recollection of the scene, and 
express its true character of guilt. We are verily guilty 
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<joncerning our brother, when we saw the anguish of his 
soul, and he entreated us, and we would not hear. There- 
fore is this evil come upon us. It is well known how 
sickness and pain tend to quicken the conscience, and pro- 
duce conviction of sin, especially if there be an apprehen- 
sion of a fatal issue. It will be understood that I am 
speaking of the means, and not of the agent of convic- 
tion. Whatever the means, the Divine Spirit is the effi- 
cient cause. The degree of conviction may be different 
in different minds, according to the varying circumstances. 
But it is nothing incredible that it should be a great and 
grievous burden, as Bunyan represents it, in his Pilgrim, 
and as he felt it in his experience. In some cases it in- 
creases in intensity for months, and even years, being in 
its first stages hardly sufficient to disturb the natural se- 
curity of the heart. In other cases it is more sudden, op- 
pressing the mind with a fearful looking for of judgment. 
But by whatever means, and in whatever manner it comes 
it takes away all peace. A sense of guilt and deserved 
punishment is ever present. Whether there be sleep or 
not to wearied nature, the fasting and restless king fitly 
represents the condition of such a soul. The constant in- 
quiry is how to be rid of the burden, and obtain a true 
and established peace. 

This inquiry then, I propose to answer. You must, 
with a true and honest heart, make confessions, and for 
every wrong there must be confession and reparation, as 
far as is practicable. You must go to the person you have 
injured, and make full and frank disclosure, without any 
undue apology or vindication for yourself, and endeavor 
to undo the wrong you have done. This is the only evi- 
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dence of repontance. If either part is withheld, the de- 
mands of conscience are not met, and the burden of guilt 
will rema^i^ In regard to our conduct towards God, the 
same rule must be observed. There must be the two-fold 
act of confession and reparation. Whatever general con- 
fession we make in social and public prayers, there will 
be humble and penitent confession to him in private, and 
all the confessions in which we deprecate his displeasure, 
will be attended with a sense of the justice of it, without 
any wish to extenuate guilt, or fear that it may be exag- 
gerated. It is confession as far as it is felt. These accu- 
sations of the soul against itself, have no virtue in them- 
selves. But the more the truly penitent can load himself 
with a sense of guilt before the throne of grace, the more 
importunate will he be for pardon, and an application of 
that blood which cleanses from all sin. In the idea of 
reparation of sin committed against God, we do not in- 
clude anything which the sinner can do by an act of his 
own, to cancel or counterbalance past sins, or by which he 
can render void the sin which he has committed. But 
the principle of reparation which the conscience recogni- 
zes is conspicuous, and is distinctly provided for in the 
method which God employs for the salvation of men. 
The Gospel is the medium of reconciliation. The cross 
exhibits the sacrifice by which our peace was purchased. 
It was designed as an equivalent, so that the Law should 
not be impaired, nor divine justice injured. When there- 
fore, the sinner confesses his sin, and his conscience still 
urges the repaiation due to justice, he sees in the Gospel 
the provision which meets his wants. In the act of faith 
which unites to Christ, he not only sees a sacrifice. 
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through whuih sin is pardoned, but so appropriates it as 
to see that it makes reparation for his sin. It is as if the 
price was put into his hands, by which he can cancel the 
mighty debt. He can see reparation so made for sin, by 
the death of Christ, that while there is now no condemna- 
tion for sin, there is no dishonor on account of it resting 
upon God. The demands of the law are fully answered. 
It is an essential object of the believer's faith, as he looks 
to Christ as his righteousness, that reparation has been 
made by Christ in his behalf. All that conscience demands 
or will demand, when it is made the perfect expression of 
the divine law, is answered, and the conscience burdened 
sinner, confessing penitently his sin, and looking to Christ, 
experiences a relief from his burden. He has peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have received the atonement, and the strong language of 
the Apostle is simply an expression of the fact, in the ex- 
perience of every christian. Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, 
rather, is risen again, and ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us. Christ not only died to make reparation, but 
lives to give it effect. If Justice demands the penalty, 
Christ shows that it has been paid and cancelled, and the 
same thing which will be realized in the Judgment, is by 
the promises and Spmt accomplished now, in the individ- 
ual. The same experience is illustrated in Bunyan's Pil- 
grim. When he came to the cross, the burden fell from 
his back. He believed in Christ before, but this expresses 
a personal experience of pardon, so that the guilt of sin is 
taken from him. 
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This view of the connection of the Gospel with peace 
of conscience, is the more important, if we keep in mind 
that conscience, or the power of imposing a feeling of 
guilt or innocence for moral acts, is the highest in the 
^uman mind. In this life, with a conscience blinded and 
i^tupified and guided by false standards, it may not seem 
so important to have the conscience at peace with God 
and ourselves. But let a case be presented which shows 
^ts unembarrassed action, let it be freed from all benumb- 
ing and perverting influence, and its terrible power is seen, 
a power that can be destroyed only by mental and moral 
annihilation, and which will inflict severest revenge for 
the violence put upon it. What it must be to have its 
power exercised upon us, in self-condemnation and re- 
proach for the sins of a whole life, can be but faintly im- 
aged by one sleepless night or those visitings of remorse 
which we feel here. But they are fearful foreshadow ings 
of the future and show the importance of that confession 
and reparation which the Gospel prescribes. 

If any of my hearers have been awakened, and feel the 
burden of sin, the subject is very practical in application 
to your case. It gives you the needed warning against 
suppressing your convictions, and the needed instruction 
with regard to the manner by which you may be relieved . 
of your burden. It opens to you the way by which repa- 
ration is made for sin, and the conscience cleansed and 
purged of dead works to serve the living God. May the 
Spirit of God dispose you to make this use of it, that the 
peace of God which passeth understanding, may keep your 
minds and hearts through Christ Jesus. 
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SERMON X.* 



*This sermon wm preached on the oocMion of (he death of President Taylor. 

Psalm 97: 1, 8. 

^^The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. Let the maltitadeof 
isles he glad thereof. Clouds and darkness are romd ahoit him, 
righteousness and Jidgnent are the habitations of his throne.^' 



There are certain states of mind to which we are liable, 
to which the sentiment of the text is peculiarly adapted. 
When events occur which in themselves are calamities, 
and with which we connect unhappy and it may be disas- 
trous consequences, we should be filled with distressing 
fears, if we could find no palliative in the truths of relig- 
ion. In such dark providences we need to look up to the 
God of providence, beyond the darkness and clouds, which 
rest over his ways, to his throne of righteousness and 
judgment. In times that wear so threatening an aspect, 
when we can entertain so little expectation from men, 
and those whose integnty and wisdom afford us most en- 
' couragement, are removed by death, we should indeed 
despair, if we could not see One above of infinite wisdom 
and rectitude who holds in his hands the destinies of 
nations, and by those means which seem adverse, is carry- 
ing forward His perfect plan. 
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The text I apprehend, divides itself into the following 
points. 

1st, That God rules over all, controlling all events. 
The Lord reigneth. 

2d, That in the administration of God, there is much 
that to our finite minds is incomprehensible. Clouds and 
darkness are round about him. 

3d, The assurance that He rules in righteousness. 
Kighteousness andjiidgnient are the habitation of His throne. 

4th, It is a matter of joy that God reigns. Let the 
earth rejoice. 

1st, The point which the text presents, is the fact of 
the government of God. He is the Governor of the Ma- 
terial Universe. Before all things, from everlasting, God 
was. His will formed the universe of worlds, and placed 
them in their harmonious spheres. The same hand, which 
projected and erected them, in their orbits, upholds and 
controls them still. He makes the vicissitudes of seasons, 
and of day and night. He covereth the earth with show- 
ers and prepareth rain for the earth, and maketh the grass 
to grow upon the mountains. Throughout this vast 
world, on the land and in the sea, with all their variety of 
life and beauty, we see the divine hand ever present, ever 
busy. The same Power, which guides the comet, gilds 
the wings and directs the flight of the insects. The same 
Power, that with the force of the earthquake, shakes 
whole nations, disposes of the mote that floats in the sun- 
beam. The agency of God, is exercised also, in respect to 
nations. He controls their destiny. It is not reasonable 
that the material world should constantly employ his care, 
and the moral world and the afiairs of nations be left to 
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chance. He has prepared his throne in the heavens, and 
his kingdom ruleth over all. He changeth the seasons 
and the times. He removeth kings, and setteth up kings. 
The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whom soever He will. If God designs to bless a 
nation He gives them wise rulers, and produces harmony 
in their councils, and subordination among the people, 
He gives success to their arms and makes the stars in their 
courses fight for them. But if, on the other hand, the sins 
of the people provoke his judgments, wisdom in the coun- 
cils, and valor in the field, are alike vain. He taketh the 
wise in his own craftiness, aad the counsel of the fro ward 
is carried headlong. God acts as a sovereign in the be- 
stowment of His blessings upon individuals. From the 
nature of the case they must be ordered by Him. We 
have no agency in our existence. At His pleasure He 
breathed into us the breath of life. He ordered the circum- 
stances of our birth and life. One is born in one country 
and another in a country widely different in its civil and 
social advantages. It is through no agency of ours that 
we have not finished our course thousands of years ago, 
and that our mummies are not now exhibited to the gaze 
of curiosity. The circumstances of the birth of those of 
the same period and country are as diverse as possible. 
Our condition is therefore depending upon circumstances 
which we can not control. It is not in human wisdom 
to tell what will be the result of any given occurrences. 
The partiality of Joseph's father and the «n?^y of his breth- 
ren, his temptation and suffering were ^ot the means 
which he would have employed or which he would have 
imagined to result in his future happiness; yet they were 
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the most important lints in the chain of events which led 
to his subsequent prosperity and honor, Th^ same prin- 
ciple extends to spiritual blessings. The church is Hi^ 
peculiar care. It is by his control that it hs^s resisted 
hostile influences, which have been arrayed against it, and 
has been carried through so long a series of adverse cir- 
cumstances to its present prosperity. It is because the 
Lord reigns that we have a church with its Sabbath, and 
ordinances. Without his controlling hand it would never 
have arisen from the corrruptions of the middle Ages, or 
withstood the attacks which have been made upon it. 
It is by His grace that He calls us to be made partakers 
of His holiness It is not by our strength and purpose 
that we arise froni the power of sin, and throw off its 
chains and come forth into the liberty of the sons of God. 
His grace imparts the first desire after Him, and creates 
a spiritual life in the soul. In every stage of the work, 
we are dependent upon the divine hand. It is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God, who 
showeth mercy. 

2d, In the administration of His government, carried 
on through the agency of means, and those means work- 
ing out their results, through a long series of years, there 
must of necessity be much which we can not understand 
in the ways of God. What is plain and open to the di- 
vine mind must appear to us obscure. Clouds and dark- 
ness are round about him. This is figurative language by 
which is signified the obscurity in which the divine char- 
acter and ways seem to be hid. His presence with the 
children of Israel was signified by a cloud which rested up- 
on the tabernacle or went before them to lead the way. 
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When the Lord appeared on Mount Sinai on the occasion 
of giving the law it was in clouds and thick darkness. So 
David represents the divine majesty. He made darkness 
his pavilion round about Him, dark waters and thick 
clouds of the sky. He rode upon the cherub and did fly, 
and darkness was under his feet. He is said to be a God 
that hideth himself, and hath his path in the sea. These 
passages imply that God to our minds appears in obscuri- 
ty. We can not by searching find out God to perfection. 
We see but parts of his ways. Some things of this nature 
I will now specify. When God created the world, He 
pronounced it good. He placed in it innocent beings 
capable of the highest enjoyment. Eden in all its beauty 
bloomed around them, and their days were exempt from 
every evil. Why then was sin, under the wise govern- 
ment of God permitted to enter and fill the world with 
death, lamentation and woe ? It is in my view inconsist- 
ent to suppose that God caused it. For this would make 
Him the author of sin. Nor did He permit it from indif- 
ference, Or neglect. All His attributes contradict such a 
supposition. This subject has been the theme of much 
discussion. Acute wits have argued every side ol it, but 
I believe it is one of those points which lie beyond our 
knowledge, a point in the divine administration around 
which there are clouds and darkness. In the same class 
I put this also. How can God be sovereign and yet the 
freedom and accountability of the creature be unim- 
paired. In this question are involved many others of 
great difficulty, «uch as these. What is the nature of 
mind? How does it act? How does God act upon it? 
What, in respect to all these, is necessary to freedom and 
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responsibility? Verbal answers have indeed been given 
to all these, yet to have a clear and definite idea of them, 
an abiding consciousness that the mind perfectly mider- 
stands them, is, I apprehend, a region of knowledge which 
lies beyond the reach of the mind in its present state. 
Again, how is it consistent with divine goodness that such 
physical evil should exist. Why as He sits sublimely and 
serenely in the heavens does God send over the world 
desolating pestilence, famine and war? Why does He 
permit the earth to resound with groans and cries and to 
be drenched with tears and blood? Why does He 
tiot breathe upon us health, and cover the earth with plen- 
ty and please his eyes with sights and his ears with sounds 
of happiness ? Why instead of trightening us by the de- 
structiveness of lightning does He not render it harmless 
that we may without terror behold the grandeur of his 
power. Why does He not hold the winds in his fists in- 
stead of sending them forth in the destroying tornado? 

Why the existence of those ten thousand ills, which make 
up the vast sum of human misery in this vale of tears ? 

Why the apparently unequal distribution of happiness 
and privilege! Why is one man bom in India, nursed in 
idolatry and educated to the practice of vice, while another 
is nurtured on the lap of piety in a Christian land and ear- 
ly trained in the way he should go? Why is one born a 
king commanding wide realms, laying the world under 
contribution to minister to his pleasure, while another is 
bom by a hedge, drags out a miserable life of beggary and 
dies unnoticed in the ditch ? Why are the good persecu- 
ted and despised, while the wicked are prosperous? Why 
are the virtuous taken away in their spring bloom, while 
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villains ripen with time? Why are those whose lives 
seem so important to the world,with whose lives are con- 
nected vast and impoi-tant interests, taken suddenly away, 
while thousands, who are pests to the world, are permit- 
ted to live? Where is the justice of God? If he holds 
in his hands the balances of truth, why does he apportion 
the lot of his creatures so unequally? Why does He ex- 
ercise his sovereignty in making some the subjects of his 
renewing grace, while others are left to perish in their 
«ins? In the same town enjoying the same means of 
grace some are taken and others left. Those who are 
thought far from the kingdom of God, are arrested in their 
downward career and become praying Christians while 
others are left to perish in their delusion. Is God capric- 
ious in this ? Does He act without reason like an arbi- 
trary tyrant? By no means. But we cannot tell why He 
does thus. Because we can not tell why he does thus, we 
are not to infer that all is not right and as it should be. 
Olouds and darkness are round about him. We see only 
parts of his ways. God himself is light and in him is no 
darkness at all. 

3. We have the assurance that God rules in righteous- 
ness. This part of the subject teaches us an important 
Christian duty, confidence in the justice of the divine 
providences. In seasons of prosperity there is no great 
difficulty in assenting to this proposition. God is readily 
regarded as good and his ways right while we are favored 
with blessings. But when calamity comes, when our 
most cherished hopes are blasted, when a cloud portent- 
ous of evil rests upon the country and the great interests 
of humanity and religion, our piety is put to the test, and 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



108 

happy is that man whose confidence in God is unshaken, 
who in the serenity of faith can say, God is a refuge for us. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea. 
Clouds and darkness are round about Him, but righteous- 
ness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. Some- 
times the ways of God are peculiarly mysterious, and the 
cloud is so dark, that the eye of Faith can hardly pene- 
trate it, so as to see that righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne. It will, however, help us to 
do this, if we consider that God sees the end from the 
beginning, whereas we see only a part. The child of ten 
frets at the necessary discipline to which it is subjected. 
It thinks only of the present inconvenience, without un- 
derstanding the design. Now if it could be made to un- 
derstand that what seems only an act of unkindness in- 
tended to vex, is an act of love, controlled by superior 
wisdom, it might still trust and wait till maturer knowl- 
edge should render the reason intelligible. So with respect 
to our seeing the connection and influences of God's prov- 
idences, we are but infants. We see only the present in- 
convenience. But when our understandings are matured 
to a comprehension of the designs of God, the clouds will 
be dispelled. Judgment and Righteousness will be seen 
to be the habitation of his throne. Now we see through 
a glass darkly, but then we shall see face to face clearly. 
When I was a child I spake as a child, I thought as a 
child, I understood as a child, but when I became a man 
I put away childish things. Now we know but in part, 
but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in 
part will be done away. Let us then remember that we 
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are in our pupilage and see but a part while God sees the 
whole. 

The Patriarch Jacob was a man of faith. He trusted 
in Grod, but he was a man of like passions with us. Dur- 
ing his long life he enjoyed much of the sunshine of pros- 
perity, but in his old age the cloud gathered blackness 
and spread its shadow over him. His fond heart was 
shocked almost beyond the power of nature to bear when 
he received from the hands of his sons the torn and bloody 
coat of Joseph. He supposed him dead, mangled and 
devoured by wild beasts, and abandoned himself to grief, 
saying, F. will go down to the grave for my son mourning. 
Soon, as if to try his faith to the utmost, another calam- 
nity comes. A famine prevails and want stares him in 
the face. He sends his sons to Egypt to buy cortf, who 
soon return with a present supply, but with the demand 
that Benjamin accompany them on their return. To this 
hard condition he is slow to consent. He sees a thousand 
dangers in the way. His love for Benjamin, and the 
strange circumstance of the retuni of the money fill his 
imagination with terrors. In bitterness of heart he ex- 
claims, Joseph is not and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away also. All these things are against me. 
But they were not. It was the mistake of his limited 
view. The very things which he supposed to be the 
greatest calamity, were the means of securing the richest 
blessing to himself and others. The case of Joseph affords 
an illustration of the same point. His life evinces a strong 
principle of piety. In youth he was seized by those who 
ought to have been the first to protect and the last to in- 
jure, and sold as a slave. As he lefl the endeaiments of 
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liome for bondage in a foreign land lie possessed more 
than common faith if bis heart did not sink in despair. 
But it appears that it did not. He looked above the 
cloud and left the event with God. By his fidelity he soon 
secures the favor of his master, and just as he begins to 
emerge from his calamity, his piety and chastity are made 
the occasion of his being submerged in a deeper calami- 
ty- It might perhaps be expected that his faith would be 
unable to resist so violent a shock. But he still trusts. 
He coimts it so strange a thing to be sad, even in a prison, 
with a clear conscience and a hope in God, that he inquires 
the cause when he sees the countenances of his fellow- 
prisoners fallen. He does his present duty and leaves the 
future with God. He knows that God is light beyond 
the clouds, and that he will bring about in his own way, 
his own wise purpose. He waits and when he is made 
governor, he sees that all the steps were necessary to ac- 
complish the end. It was necessary that he should be sold 
as a slave in order to be in the house of Potiphar,and that 
he should be traduced by the infamous woman, to be in 
prison with the chief butler; and this is another important 
link in the chain, that he may be introduced to Pharaoh, 
and be the means of saving his fiither^s house and the na- 
tion. So it is with us. How little do we know; but 
when we shall see the whole, how soon will the clouds and 
darkness vanish! How wonderful will appear the chain 
of events by which God has accomplished his plan ! How 
wise and holy will all his ways appear ! His darkest prov- 
idences will be seen to be the wisest means for the accom- 
plishment of the most benevolent ends. How we shall 
wonder at our want of trust in Him. It is therefore our 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Ill 

duty to wait till the clouds have passed. Our faith must 
fasten its grasp on His throne of righteousness and judg- 
ment. We must perform our present duty, and not with 
our partial view attempt to judge the rectitude of that 
Being who sees the end from the beginning. 

It will help us to do this [to remember that there is 
coming a day when God will vindicate His character and 
ways before the universe. We shall then see why sin was 
introduced and that God is guiltless: that although He 
acts as a sovereign, the creature is responsible for his 
conduct. 

Joseph's brethren, instead of excusing themselves be- 
cause they were fulfilling the purpose of God, will say, as 
did the voice of conscience before, We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, when we saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he entreated us and we would not hear. God 
will justify all his acts, and show that all his ways have 
been ordered in righteousness and truth, and the scorner, 
who in the feebleness of his mind, and with his narrow 
view dared in this life to impeach God, will do homage to 
the rectitude of his character and government. God will 
be seen to have done all things well and to be worthy of 
universal confidence and love. 

4. It is therefore matter of joy that God reigns, Who 
else but such a Being is fit to hold the reins of govern- 
ment, a God of infinite knowledge and goodness. There 
is in his character a perfect guaranty that no wrong can 
be done to any. The holiness and perfection of his being 
forbid that He should will anything but what is right and 
best; and who except the Prince of darkness, and those 
who are of his spirit can object to the accomplishment of 
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the highest good ? Who will not adopt the sentiment of 
the Lord's Prayer, Thy will be done. If* God had a per- 
fect will, and a perfect plan, w^hy should not all beings 
rejoice to have that will done and that plan accomplished? 
Who will venture to interpose his own will and substitute 
his own plan. 

Pluck from His hand the sceptre and the rod, 
Re-judge His justice and be God of God. 

The angels who with veiled faces stand around Him and 
rejoice to do his will, at every manifestation of it lift up 
their voices, saying. Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth. It will be forever the joy of heaven that 
his throne is fixed and cannot be moved. In the sover- 
eignty of God they behold the fulness and perpetuity of 
heavenly bliss, and as they gaze upon Him, and rejoice to 
do his will, the swelling anthem will roll on forever 
through heaven, Alleluia! for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth ! 
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SERMON XI. 



I Samuel 15: 18, 14, 16. 

«< And Samvel came uta Savit and Sanl said anto him, Blessed be 
tlioa of tlie Lord. I liave performed tlie commandment of tlie Lord. 
And Samael said, What meaneth then this hleating of the sheep in 
my ear and this lowing of the oxen that I hear. And Sanl said, 
They hafc hronght them from the Amalekltes ; for the people spared 
the hest of the sheep and oxen to sacrlflce nnto the Lord thy God, 
and the rest we hafe ntterly destroyed.^' 



The incidents of Sacred history furnish much practical 
ilhistration of truth. By the characters which they por- 
tray before us, they qualify us to distinguish between the 
right and the wrong in ourselves. They lay open to in- 
spection the human heart, and in it give an image of our 
own. In the example of others they hold before us a 
mirror which reflects our own foibles, hypocrisies and sins. 

Know thyself the ancients considered too wise a maxim 
to be attributed to human origin and worthy to be in- 
scribed in letters of gold in the temple of Delphi. It 
would surely be a poor compliment to our understanding 
and hearts if it Were held in less estimation by Christians, 
After the knowledge of God and his will there is none of 
higher importance than a knowledge of ourselves. To 
this end let us spend a few moments in the contemplation 
of the text. 
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On account of the unprovoked hostility of the Amale- 
kites towards the children of Israel on their march from 
Egypt to Canaan, Saul is commanded to wage war upon 
them and destroy them. The order that he receives is 
specific and peremptory. Thus saith the Lord God of 
Hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how 
he laid wait for him in the way when he came up from 
Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not, but slay both m-an 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass. To execute this command Saul raised an army and 
went and destroyed all the people. But Saul and the 
people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and oxen 
and of the fatlings and of the lambs, and all that was good, 
and would not utterly destroy them, but everything that 
was vile and refuse that they destroyed utterly. Upon 
this follows the interview in the text, giving an example 
of evasion of duty with sanctimonious pretences, and the 
fatal defectiveness of partial obedience or compromises 
with duty. 

Perfection is the standard of moral duty. A lower 
would be incompatible with the divine character. If God 
were to give a license to occasional transgression, if* he 
were to enter into a compromise with the sinftil inclina- 
tiona of men giving them indulgence in some sins in con- 
sideration of the sacrifice of others, and a dispensation 
from some duties on account of the performance of others 
— ^if he were to purchase a partial obedience of men, an 
obedience in some things and at some times on condition 
that they might serve the world, the flesh and the devil 
at other times and in other things, he would nullify his 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



115 

moral law and undeiiy his Godhead. What homage could 
He claim at om- hands? What authority could his law 
possess ? As perfection is essential to the divine charac- 
ter so it must be to the divine law. 

That obedience is fatally defective which takes a license 
at one t^me for duties performed at another. 

As a child claims relaxation and a holiday in considera- 
tion of his diligence, so the obedience of which I am speak- 
ing craves a season of indulgence in compensation for an 
effort of self-denial. The proposition is not made in -the 
broad terms in which I have expressed it. The absurdity 
is concealed by the artful logic which the deceitful heart 
is skilful to employ. False premises are assumed. Every- 
thing which is forborne is overrated and regarded as a 
meritorious sacrifice. Every act of self-denying duty is 
valued according to the reluctance with which it is per- 
formed, as the covetous man gives himself more credit for 
a paltry alms than the liberal for a large and munificent 
donation. It is graduated by a different measure. So the 
act of obedience is estimated by the stinted measure of 
the grudging heart. It is regarded as a great matter and 
worthy of reward and to be compensated by some indul- 
gence. Such virtue is too great to be exercised constant- 
ly by human frailty and may challenge a temporary 
license. 

Protestants are taught to abhor the corruptions of the 
Romish Church, and I hope the time will never come 
when that abhon-ence will be less. Her sale of indulgen- 
<5es in the time of the Reformation shocked many of her 
own communion. 

There is among Protestants no sale of indulgences — no 
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dispensations granted for money or meritorious services. 
But in the transactions with conscience in the individual 
bosom is not the same thing still practised. If a price is 
set by the selfishness of the heart for the performance of 
duty at one time in order to neglect it at another, is not the 
same thing perpetuated in a different form ? What need 
of a dispensation from his Holiness? What need of the 
sanction of the Priest? Is it not as really purchasing in- 
dulgence as if it were authorized by Rome ? It is to be 
remembered that the circumstances which magnify the 
merit of an action in the estimation of the doer of it, ren- 
der it worthless. He grudges it. He performs it to cheat 
his conscience and obtain a license for ftiture neglect. It 
is a consideration which must in the eyes of any correct 
moralist entirely vitiate and destroy the merit of an act 
that it is performed with the design of buying an oppor- 
tunity to sin. It is the artifice of self-love to gratify it- 
self without disturbing the peace of the conscience. It is 
doing what Saul did when he spared the best of the spoil 
to gratify his own* lust under pretence of a sacrifice to 
the Lord. 

This order of things is however often reversed. Men 
cherish a present neglect by promising themselves a fu- 
ture performance. They give themselves to the world 
that they may have ampler means for benevolent uses. 
They live in impenitence and irreligion upon assurances 
which they give themselves of a deeper repentance and 
gi'eater devotedness in future. Scarcely any one violates 
his conscience without an attempt to bribe and silence it 
by stipulations of future repentance. In all the multiplied 
cases of transgression, instances so mournfully numerous 
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among us in which the claims of religion are resisted, there 
is enacted over again the false part which we so readily 
detect and condemn in Saul. 

But there is another point implied in our general prop- 
osition w^hich I hope to make more plain and practical. 
That obedience is fatally defective which is performed in 
regard to one duty in order to neglect another. The 
same principle is involved in this as in the foregoing topic» 
and the remarks which I have made upon that are rele- 
vant to this. But we are here furnished with an ample 
field in which to illustrate the foul play which men prac- 
tice upon themselves and to expose their arts of self-de- 
ception. 

The moral metonymy which Saul practiced of putting 
a part for the whole and one thing for another is a key to 
the mystery of iniquity in the human heart. Saul sup- 
posed that a sacrifice to the Lord would compensate for 
his disobedience in sparing Agag, and the choice spoils- 
He thought to have the merit of great piety and gratify 
pride and avarice at the same time. His case is not singu- 
lar. He died abandoned of God — but his folly still lives 
and propagates itself in ten thousand hearts. The worst 
part of his example has, I fear, the most imitators. Men 
bargain and make an offset to avoid an irksome duty and 
to spare the favorite idol. They will obey in part, de- 
stroy the vile and the refuse if they may spare the choice 
spoils. 

The criterion of obedience is to deny self and take up 
the cross. This is illustrated by cutting off the right hand 
and plucking out the right eye if they offend. 

The requisition is uncompromising and destroys the val- 
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idity of any transfer of one duty to the place of another. 
What then does that person do differently from Saul, who 
devotes the fruit of hard dealing to benevolent uses or to 
the establishment of some splendid charity, if to his own 
conscience he sanctified his practice by the beneficence of 
his designs ? Is his charity any better than the pander of 
his avarice and pride ? If a man is unjust and oppressive 
to others and excuses himself to his own conscience be- 
cause he acquires the means of gratifying his generosity 
to his friends and kindness to his own family, will his 
generosity and kindness cancel his sin againat others V 
Can they be even reckoned in the class of virtues ? 

Men will do almost anything, make almost any sacrifices, 
if they may indulge the ruling passion. When, therefore, 
the heart is besieged by the imperious demands of relig- 
ious duty they beat a parley. They will sacrifice all but 
the favorite and plead for dispensation in consideration of 
the merit of the other sacrifices. The avaricious man will 
give up the pleasures of sense if he may retain his love ol 
gain ; and in order to flatter himself with a high sense of 
his piety, he will affect great austerity and make a virtue 
of his sacrifices although they are the price which he pays 
his conscience to bribe its silence with regard to his in- 
dulgence of his favorite sin. So on the other hand, he 
will make a great virtue of his indifference to wealth and 
honor. If he were a Catholic he would patronage every 
saint in the calendar, and buy masses enough to deliver 
multitudes of souls from purgatory. A Protestant, he 
will do the same thing in another way. He will give 
himself credit enough for the virtues which cost him noth- 
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ing, to overbalance and cancel all deficiencies in respect 
to those things in which he desired indulgence. 

The man whose ruling passion is pride may see a pic- * 
ture of himself in the subject. Humility, the cardinal 
grace of Christianity, stands directly in the way of his be- 
coming a Christian. He sees the demand which it makes 
upon him. Now just in the degree in which he sees the 
Gospel to conflict with his ruling passion he will prob- 
ably be punctilious in regard to relative duties, and mag- 
nify in his own estimation their importance and merit. 
He will be correct in his dealings, amiable as a friend and 
useful as a citizen. He will be often extolling the excel- 
lence of those qualities which he supposes himself to possess 
and depreciating those principles of religion which expose 
his defects. He is willing to tithe cummin, mint and anise, 
that he may the better neglect the weightier matters of 
the law. This last ground of self-deception is the most 
common, because it is the most plausible and sustained by 
a better show of correct principle. Its righteousness 
though purely selfish is better disguised. It is a counter- 
feit which has better currency. But it is as unsafe as 
either of the others. The pride of the heart is maintained 
at the cheapest sacrifices. It is as really a purchase of an 
indulgence of a capital sin as if it were a money transac- 
tion with the Pope's Legate. 

Is it not, my hearers, within the scope of probability if 
not within the range of our observation and experience, 
that persons perform certain duties and practice certain 
virtues which appertain to religion, and on that account 
feel themselves absolved from the duty of taking up their 
cross and following Christ ? Do they not draw around 
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them a charmed circle, beyond which they do not allow 
themselves to feel the obligations of piety, with which 
they repel the application of truth aud feel themselves 
less trammelled by their consciences in a career of world- 
liness ? To what purpose do persons of this class express 
themselves in a manner that evades the plain commands 
of the Savior — that piety is not confined to the church — 
that a man may be a Christian without pi*ofessing it and 
all professors are not Christians? Perfectly obvious truths 
are these but with what design are they urged? Did not 
Christ institute a church ? Did He not enjoin upon his. 
disciples to remember Him at the sacramental board in 
the emblems of his broken body and shed blood? Does 
He not requu-e us to confess Him before men ? Is it certain 
that those who argue in the way I have alluded to are 
not prevaricating, and by doing some things seeking an 
exemption from others, thus making an apology for dis- 
obedience in the same spirit of reservation displayed by 
Saul? Is it not that fatal logic by which all disobedience 
and neglect of the Gospel may be justified? 

In all the instances which have been adduced, the like- 
ness to the case of Saul sufficiently shows the defective- 
ness of a partial obedience. The common people and the 
meaner part of the spoil he destroyed, but spared Agag 
and the best of the sheep and oxen with a design to atone 
for his fault by a sacrifice. The artifice probably satisfied 
his conscience, but it was an aggravation of his guilt that 
he sought a licence to sin under pretences of piety. The 
principle has application through the whole region of 
moral and religious duty and exposes the acts of self-de- 
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ception which are employed with the most fatal success. 

Some inferences will bring the subject to the designed 
point, and close. 

We see in our subject a reason why the Gospel pre^ 
eludes self-righteousness and reservation. If these are 
allowed there is no virtue but the name. It is merely a 
fraud to beguile ourselves and others into a false opinion 
of our characters. It is- exchanging one sin for another 
and buying the comfortable indulgence of it at the cheaj)- 
est rate. It is making virtue at once the price and pan- 
der of lust. 

We see also that the submission of the heart is shewn 
by the destruction of its idol. When the publicans and 
soldiers came to John to ask him what they should do he 
bade them do those things which they were most strongly 
tempted not to do. The command of the Savior to the 
young man of wealth was given upon the same principle. 
If they obey in these things the evidence of sincerity is 
clear. If the right hand and right eye sins are extermi- 
nated the rest will fall of course. If the motives of the 
Gospel prevail to conquer the favorite sin they will read- 
ily subdue the rest. 

It is therefore a test of character. It shows a submis- 
sion of the heart. It is striking the flag in the citadel. 

We see also the danger of admitting a sophism which sets 
aside the claims of the Gospel. There is danger because 
it is the common method by which submission to the 
Gospel is evaded. There is danger too because it leaves 
the victim of it at a wider distance from the blessings of 
the Gospel than he was before. It sears his conscience 
*6 
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and blinds bis mind. He retains tbe same cbaracter save 
tbat be is more fortified against conviction. Seeking a 
refuge in bis own error be sees not and bears not tbe 
tbings tbat belong to bis peace. 
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SERMON XII. 



Acts 10: 38. 
^^Who went ab«at doing good.'^ 



The text is part of the instruction by which Peter di- 
rected the inquiring mind of the centurion to a more per- 
fect knowledge of the Gospel. He declares the fact that 
by Christ peace is offered to men who are alienated from 
God; and to give the declaration weight and authority he 
assures us that Christ is Lord of all, that he gave evidence 
of his divine mission by the beneficence of his life and the 
miracles which he wrought, that he was also crucified and 
raised again, as was testified by his eating aud drinking 
with them, and that he is ordained of God to be the final 
Judge of all; and then he appeals to the testimony of the 
prophets, that through his name whoever belie veth on 
him shall receive the remission of sins. What topics 
could be better adapted to the end which the Master had 
in view and for which he was sent? It is exactly these 
truths which are the power of God unto Salvation, and 
wherever they are preached and heard as they were there, 
the same results will follow, the Holy Ghost will fall upon 
the hearer; the heavenly Light will remove the darkness 
from the mind and fill the heart with joy and peace in 
believing. 
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When the Apostle had before him a character of such 
remarkable excellence as that of Christ, which seemed to - 
require so much to be said upon it, the simple remark of 
the text, expressing just what any one might do, may at 
first view, appear barren and unsuitable to the connection 
in which it stands. In speaking of the God manifest in 
the flesh, of the wonders of his death and resurrection, and 
appointment to be judge of all, had he no higher encomi- 
ums to bestow than this. He went about doing good? 
Were there not many sublinie exhibitions of those traits 
of character which often form the basis of exalted eulogy 
when men are the subjects of it? If there are in our minds 
any impressions of this kind, any feeling of deficiency of 
force in this passage, the fault, we may be assured, is in 
ourselves. Inspiration never falls below its subject. In 
its highest sublimity there is a quietness that ^ves it a dig- 
nity peculiarly its own. And in presenting at one stroke 
the character of Christ, it presents the quality which em- 
bodies in it all excellence. If then, I shall succeed in 
any measure, in bringing out to view the sense of the 
passage, the rhetoric of the Apostle will be sufficiently 
vindicated, and what at first appeared tame and jejune, 
will assume the quality of the sublime and the practical. 

In Christ was accomplished the design of God to make 
a more full and palpable manifestation of himself to men. 
From His works reason infers many things respecting 
Him, and His inspired Word gave many distinct declara* 
tions concerning Him. When, therefore. He is to come 
palpable to human observation, how shall He appear? In 
what circumstances? This was the point on which turned 
the great mistake of the Jews, who rejected and crucified 
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the Lord of Glory. Their sensual minds were incapable 
of appreciating the excellence of Jesus. When Jbhey saw 
him there was no beauty in him. They knew not God, 
and therefore did not see divinity in Christ, did not learn 
of the Father from him. You wonder that they could 
see the testimony of miracles and be unconvinced; that 
their hostility and unbelief could resist such demonstra- 
tion of his divine mission. But if his character contra- 
dicted their notions of God, if it was inconsistent with 
their conceptions of the manifestations of himself, which 
were to be made to men, they had no alternative. It 
were as reasonable to expect that the Roman, enamored 
of his lustful Jupiter and his pitiless Mars, should love 
the virtue of Christmas should the Jew, whose conceptions 
of Jehovah were almost as gross. Had Jesus come in the 
pomp of power, the magnificence of wealth, with parade 
of human learning and science, conforming to the sensual 
minds of man, he might have found more admirers, but 
what manifestation would there have been of God? In 
the word thus developed should we see the glory of God? 
the express image of his person ? the image of its invisible 
God? In God there is -infinite wisdom and power, but it 
is not the grandeur of the display of these, as they work 
without eifort the will of God throughout an infinite uni- 
verse, which excites the adoration of the seraphim. They 
are only manifestations of a higher quality. The power 
of the Almighty, the wisdom of the Omniscient, the wealth 
of the Creator and Possessor of all things, would not ex- 
press him. Could we see Him as the Monarch of Heaven, 
with a word creating or annihilating worlds, holding his 
court in such magnificence that angels are unable to en- 
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dure his glory, whose throne outshines the ores and gems 
of the mine, whose city gates are of pearl, its streets of 
pellucid gold, its walls of gems, its watchmen angels, still 
the highest glory of the divine character is not reached. 
His chief excellence does not consist in these. Christ ex- 
hibited none of them. He divested Wmself of them all, 
while he retained the essential element of the divine char- 
acter. Being the image of the invisible God he exhibit- 
ed to the view of mortals its essential excellence in the 
simple but sublime quality of benevolence. He went 
about doing good. Power is but the arm of God with 
which He executes His will. Wisdom is only the intelli- 
gence which directs it. But, underlying all these and 
merging them all is the quality in which his divinity es- 
pecially consists. God is an independent, immutable, all- 
wise and omnipotent Benevolence. It is with this view 
of the divine character that John has given a compendium 
of it in one word, God is love, and it is in this view of the 
divine character that Christ is the image of the invisible 
God, God manifest in the flesh. Is there then any want of 
force in the expression — Who went about doing good't Could 
words express a higher encomium? Can any character be 
more excellent ? It is like God, the highest manifestation 
of God to men. 

If now for a little space, we give the subject another di- 
rection, and from this point survey some of its practical 
influences, the phrase of the Apostle will be seen to be 
still more full and expressive. The incarnation of the di- 
vine Word was not a theatrical show. The curiosity of 
angels was not excited by an unreal manifestation, devoid 
of important adaptations and influences. All that it was 
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designed to aocomplish in the renovation of the world 
and the reproduction of the image of God in the hearts of 
men, it had an adaptation to accomplish. 

First, By presenting to the minds ot men the perfect 
idea of virtue and moral greatness. The necessity of this 
is manifest from its exact contrast, in many respects, with 
the idea which men had formed. Hardly one of the quali- 
ties which compose the character of Christ is held in hon- 
or by the world. Men had speculated and experimented 
six thousand years, but had never been able to form the 
simple and sublime conception of Nirtue, which is here 
presented. In Rome virtue was valor, and nowhere ex- 
cept in the Gospel, is it taught that Virtue is goodness 
developed in an unwearied and disinterested beneficence. 
But, I apprehend, the world has come very much nearer 
to a true conception of virtue than it has to the practice. 
Men did not so much need instruction to tell them what 
it is, as example to show them. They needed to see the 
perfect law of God illustrated in life, a living example of 
what men ought to be, a visible footprint in the path by 
which our own steps may be encouraged as well as di- 
rected. 

To a just impression of this thought, which time allows 
me only to suggest without expanding, a view of the so- 
cial position of Christ is necessary. He was in our nature 
and a low condition. Christ's excellence, as exhibiting a 
pattern to us, is not his mysterious union of the divine 
and human natures, but his submission, his kindness and 
benevolence and his devotion. We cannot work miracles 
commanding the elements, curing with a word, or raising 
the dead. But these things were not virtues. They were 
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never designed for our imitation. He assumed our nature 
and in that nature is exhibited the excellence to which it 
is our duty and honor to be conformed. He was in a low 
condition that his own life might . enforce the obligation 
to virtue upon all conditions of men. Had he been pos- 
sessed of great wealth his benefactions would have flowed 
from sources which others would not possess. Had he 
been in a position of elevated rank his condescension and 
benevolence would seem to be beyond our reach. His 
sphere would require a class of virtues which would not 
belong to ours. But he was poor and in a low condition ^ 
that his example might lie on a level with the sphere of 
the lowest, and show that the thing which is most noble 
to be done, and most like God lies within the lowest 
sphere and is as truly practicable in it as in that of an 
archangel. It shows us that to do the appropriate work 
of immortals, to task the efforts in the highest aims of a 
moral being is within the sphere of every man, for Christ 
as a man, in the lowest condition, wrought out that char- 
acter which is the image of Grod. 

It will, I think, lie fairly within the scope of my subject 
to present as an influence of the character of Christ the 
test which it furnished of the perverseness of the minds 
of men. Goodness, to be loved, must be loved for itself*. 
If Christ had exhibited the same benevolence, going 
about doing good and giving his life a ransom for men, but 
had been placed in circumstances of grandeur and afflu> 
enc^, many would have been won over to him, and would 
have supposed themselves devoted followers, while they 
were attracted by the things extraneous to himself. In 
his poverty there were some who professed friendship on 
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account ot the loaves and fishes, and the number would 
have been increased in proportion to his show of means 
to gratify parasites. But in the circumstances of Christ 
there was as little attraction of this nature as possible. 
He appears in the simple character of goodness. There 
was nothing about him to excite the admiration or love of 
men who did not love goodness itself. He was therefore 
despised and rejected of men. Exhibiting the greatest 
excellence there was no beauty in him that men should 
desire him. He was without form and comliueas as a 
root out of dry ground. 

It was said by that noble Roman, the prince ol orators, 
that virtue is the most beautiful thing in the universe, 
possessing charms sufficient to captivate every heart; and 
if she were to appear visible to the eyes of men, they 
would be enamored of her. The same sentiment in varied 
form is presented in our times. Is it so ? Is this rhetoric 
and fiction or is it feet? Are men naturally disposed to 
the love of virtue, which is another name of goodness? 
If it were to come in the simplicity of its own quality in 
the attraction of its own beauty, when "unadorned, 
adorned the most^" would it be loved ? Virtue has come 
in bodily shape and visible to the eye? of men, virtue the 
most pure and sublime, the virtue of heaven, the beloved 
ol God and the adored of angels. And how was it re. 
garded? The scenes of Pilate^s Hall answer the question. 
It was mocked, smitten, spit upon. Away with him, cru- 
ify him! Not this man but Barabbas! According to 
the declai*ation of Simeon he was set for the rising and 
falling of many in Israel, and a sign that would be spoken 
against that the thought of many hearts might be revealed* 
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He came as a test. If men love goodness they will re- 
quire nothing but itselt to recommend it, and if they love 
God they will love the image of Him. The example of 
Christ shows also in what consists the supreme good, or 
the highest end and objects of moral beings. It is the 
primary effect of the fall, in bringing men under the do- 
minion of sense, to give a mistaken aim and end of life^ 
The good that is sought, selfishness confines to personal ad- 
vantages, and sense, to temporal. The perverted mind of 
man, unaided and unenlightened could never nse to a com- 
prehension of the design and end of moral being. He lost 
his true self-respect, a sense of the dignity of his spiritual 
nature, of his affinity to the angels and God, and allied him- 
self in aim and affection to sense and time. As a repre- 
sentation of moral being directed to its proper end Christ 
did more in bringing life and immortality to light, than to 
teach and demonstrate the certainty of a future life. He 
illustrated a spiritual life on earth. He was truth, and in 
human nature represented the mind of God. What was 
most worthy of man, most consonant to a moral being, 
what is most to be honored and admired and imitated, he 
was and did. Himself the author of moral being, survey- 
ing all its grades and all its relations, he came on earth to 
express the sentiment of heaven, to correct the judgments 
of men and show in his own life the highest end of life. 
The teaching of Christ did not so much contradict the 
maxims of the world as his example did their practice. 
What they prized most and most eagerly pursued he ut- 
terly disregarded; while he was most devoted to that 
which they most neglected. The pleasures of appetite, 
wealth and honors he trampled under foot as unworthy 
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his regard. Scorning the paths of glory that ambition 
treads, he tasked himself to the higher enterprise of be- 
neficence. To be great and honored and rich our lot may 
forbid. All this may be beyond our reach. But this is 
not the great end of life. To represent to us the great 
exploit by which the highest destiny may be achieved and 
which angels celebrate, and to show that it lies on a level 
with every man's sphere, Christ assumed our nature and 
a low ccHL^tion and wTent about doing good. 

If I hsve succeeded in bringing before you the sense of 
the passage, the application of it will be easily perceived 
in more points than I shall presume to urge. The mis- 
sion of Christ is the mission of Christianity. Like him it 
has nothing to do with the pomps and vanities of the 
world. It has professedly renounced them. By patient 
continuance in well doing it seeks for glory and honor and 
immortality. It has no affinity to wealth, no alliance with 
power. Its elevated aims range along the line of a spirit- 
ual life, in which they mingle in sympathy with Christ. 
It receives no embellishment from the trumpery and splen- 
did retinues which attract the admiring gaze of men. Its 
beauty and power are in its spirituality, in its kindly and 
holy acts and sympathies. It 19 most exalted in its hu- 
miii^^ m li^i^ np tfee lowly, in pitying and relieving the 
distressed, in wiping the tear of sorrow and reclaiming the 
wanderer. Like Christ, Christianity is beneficent. Its 
home is in the Christian choreh, the soul and animating 
spirit of tii» <^»an8h, to work with its ten thousand hands, 
to weep with its ten thousand eyes, and love with its ten 
thousand hearts. If the church were true to herself, if she 
understood wherein her strength lay, and were impelled 
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by the energy of « christian benevolence, who can tell the 
amount of good that would be accomplished ? It is no 
fiction if I represent Christ as walking among the churches 
to witness the effect of his example. Does he see his own 
life perpetuated in his followers ? To do her appropriate 
work she must do more than to nurse her self-estimation 
by costly churches and the smiles of men. A worldly 
policy is moral palsy. She must deny herself, take up the 
cross and follow Christ. Her sympathies and her benefi- 
cence, as Christ's did, must flow out in behalf of the poor 
and oppressed. Infidelity is now doing more to under- 
mine religion by its apparent philanthrophy, than it ever 
did by argument, and if the church yield to it, this its own 
appropriate ground, it will yield a great advantage. . Self- 
ishness in any of its forms can never be grafted into Chris- 
tianity. With Christ, the image of God, you can only as- 
sociate that which is kind, gentle, loving, beneficent. 

But beneficence is not only a part of Christianity but it 
is truly honorable. While Christ trod his lowly path 
amidst the scorn of men, there were other spectators 
whose approval was more to be desired. His acts of kind- 
ness, a tear shed over human woe, was more beautiful than 
all the pomp of kings. If the faith of Moses regarded the 
reproach of Christ of more account than the treasures of 
' EgyP^ ^^^ knowledge of Chnst realized to him the esti- 
mation with which he was regarded in heaven. The exe- 
crations of the mob were lost in the plaudits of angek. 
The cup of cold water, the smallest and most unostenta- 
tious act of beneficence is seen of your Heavenly Father, 
who seeth in secret, and will reward openly. What ift 
honorable with God the reproach of men can not make 
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unpopular as unbelief imagines. If put to the vote of all 
those interested in the question, the followers of Christ 
would carry it against the world by an overwhelming 
majority. The sentiment of heaven is not invalidated by 
the current standards of opinion in the world. 

It therefore appears from all that has been said that 
beneficence is a privilege. We are to regard it as no more 
conferring than receiving a benefit. The donor is not 
more necessary to the object of his charity, than is the 
object to the donor. Thus is it as necessary, christian, for 
you to be beneficent as for the poor to receive your alms. 
God could supply their wants, as he does the young ra- 
vens, without your aid, but He cannot form your charac- 
ter without active exertion of your own. God desires 
that the blessing of Christianity should be sent to all 
nations, but He does not desire it more than that the 
church should be followers of Christ. He does not desire 
that the knowledge of Christianity should be sent abroad 
more than that the spirit of it should prevail at home. It 
is said that God could convert the world without the 
agency of the church. How ? How could he convert men 
without transforming them into his own image ? and how 
can the church or Christianity exist without the essential 
element of spiritual life? It is no calamity to you that 
the world furnishes the appropriate field for the develop- 
ment of the quality which brings you into affinity with 
God. It is a blessing, a privilege that occasion is afforded 
you to employ all your skill and means and effort in this 
highest end of life. You cannot touch the bier and com- 
mand the bearers to stand still and restore the dead to 
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desolate widows^ or make the meal and oil increase as 
fest as used with power of the prophet, but you can do 
more, you can exercise that beneficence which has a double 
benefit, blessing both him that receives and him that gives. 
How beautifiil is that memorial of Mary, which every 
passing age admires: Shs hath done what she could. He 
who stood by the treasury witnessing and approving the 
poor widow^s liberality is still a spectator here. Is that 
smallest coin all you can afford? It is the measure of 
your beneficence, all that you are willing to lend to the 
Lord. As Christ is represented in the beneficent so is he 
in the afflicted, the poor and down-trodden. In them he 
k sick, in want, and in prison. He affords you the oppor- 
tunity to be like him who went about doing good, and by 
your sympathy and benevolence for his neglected poor to 
show your love for him. What record shall the feeling 
of your heart and the deed of your hand dictate to the 
recording angel? Shall it be one which you will wish to 
meet at the great and dreadful day and which shall assure 
that highest commendation of the Judge, Inasmuch as 
jm have done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye 
iKive done it unto me. 
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SERMON XIII. 



Psalm 107: 7. 



^« He led then forth by the right way that they Might go t« a 
city of hthitation/^ ^ 



Human life in this world is very aptly compared to a 
pilgrimage or journey. The Scriptures often employ the 
similitude. Jacob said unto Pharoah, the days of the years 
of my pilgrim^e are an hundred and thirty years: few 
and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and 
have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of 
my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. DaVid also 
confesses himself to be a stranger and sojourner as all his 
fathers were, and all those who have their conversation in 
heaven, and lay up their treasures there, feel that this 
world is not their home, that they are pilgrims and 
strangers and are seeking a heavenly country, the city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

The journey of Israel through the desert to the Prom- 
ised Land, to which the text refers, whether typical of the 
. spiritual pilgrimage of the individual Christian or not, af- 
fords such a beautiful illustration of it, that I feel justified 
in making the analogy the subject of our meditations. 

Although in a future world the goodness of the ways 
of God towards us will be more perfectly seen, yet enough 
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is perceptible by us now to enable us to say, He leads us 
forth by the right way that we may go to the city of 
habitation. 

Ist. — As the goodness of God was manifest in the de- 
liverance of the children of Israel from Egypt, so also is 
it in the conversion of the individual. 

As the Israelites were held in Egypt in an ignoble and 
degrading bondage, so the Scriptures represent the unre- 
nei^pd state of man as a slavery. God be thanked, says 
the Apostle, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered to you. Being then made free from sin ye be- 
came the servants of righteousness. When Moses came 
to the children of Israel and showed them that God had 
sent him to deliver them from their bondage, they were 
slow to believe, and reluctant to place themselves under 
his direction. Their spirits were so crushed by their con- 
dition as to extinguish a sense of their wrongs and desire 
of freedom. Rather than expose themselves to the diffi- 
culties and dangers of escape they preferred to remain as 
they were. And when at length they were aroused from 
their lethargy, and in consequence made to serve with 
greater rigor, they reproached Moses as the cause of their 
suffering and entreated him to abandon them to their des- 
tiny. When at last they were willing and were permitted 
to leave Egypt every difficulty was not overcome. The 
Egyptians made a vigorous effort to recover them. The 
king with his chariots and men of war pursued and over- 
took them as they came to the Red Sea. The impassible 
sea was before tt^m, and their irresistible enemies behind. 
They were brought to such straits that there was no hope 
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lor them but in the salvation of God. Their necessity 
was God's opportunity, and a path was opened for them 
in the midst of the sea. In the hour of their despair of 
succor from every other source the arm of the Lord was 
revealed in mercy and power. 

There is, I apprehend, in personal experience, a close 
resemblance to this. Multitudes, who acknowledge the 
truth of religion, have not faith enough to leave the spir- 
itual Egypt and set out on their journey to the Promised 
Land. And when, by the word and spirit of God, they 
are made sensible of the danger of their condition, and of 
the duty and happiness of religion, the adversary is ex- 
cited to greater activity, and the world is spread before 
them with new charms. They feel that it is a cross too 
heavy to be borne to give up the world, abandon its van- 
ities and live the life of faith, to go out into the wilderness 
unto a land that they know not of. 

They have na relish for the pleasures of religion. They 
have no experience of its comforts and hopes, while they 
can expect for a time to enjoy something of the world. 
As their convictions become stronger they engage in re- 
ligious reading and meditation. They listen with atten- 
tive interest to the preached word. They break off from 
their sins, and associate with Christians in the use of the 
means of grace, but they have never been made sensible 
of the depravity of their hearts and their dependence up- 
on divine grace. They are brought to a deeper experi- 
ence of the truth, that not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but by His mercy he saves us. They 
are placed like Israel at the Red Sea, that they may cast 
themselves wholly upon God, and be prepared to ascribe 
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to Hira all the glory of their salvation, and in earnestness 
a»d sincerity to offer the prayer, God be merciful to me 
a sinner, Lord save me or I perish. They feel they can 
do nothing to claim divine favor and beg only for mercy 
through a Redeemer.. And 'when they are brought to 
this state of mind He gives them the spirit of adoption 
and a sense of his favor. By these methods God shows 
them their own weakness, their dependence upon Him, 
breaks their wills that they may be more submissive and 
obedient, 'and inspires them with a spirit of prayer and 
praise. In all this does He not lead them by the right 
way that they may go to a city of habitation ? 

2d. — The joy and confidence of the children of Israel, 
after the passage of the sea, finds a very exact antitype in 
the joy and confidence of the new convert. After wit- 
nessing so manifest an interposition of the divine power in 
their behalf, they might be expected to acknowledge the 
hand by which it was accomplished. As, they stood on 
the shores of the sea and saw their enemies overwhelmed 
by the waters which had retreated to give them a dry 
path, it might be expected that they would raise high the 
notes of praise to God. They felt that He was their 
strength and their Redeemer, and that they never should 
distrust His goodness or cease to praise Him. Had their 
future unbelief and impatience and rebellion been foretold 
them they would have considered themselves incapable of 
such inconsistency. They would have supposed it impos- 
sible for them to forget God or be drawn from the wor- 
ship of Him. With what joy did they covenant to con- 
fide in and obey Him, singing, Who is like unto Thee O 
Lord amongst the Gods! Who is like unto Thee, glori- 
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OUB in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders! Thia 
God is our God, He will be our guide even unto death. 
Such is generally the joy and confidence of the young con- 
vert. The fear and doubt with which he was oppressed 
are followed by hope and joy. God appears in his sight 
glorious in all His perfections and his heart glows with 
love and praise. He gladly takes upon him the covenant 
and espousing the Lord to be his God, he gives himself 
to his service all his days. It is liHe the light and liberty 
which the restored invalid enjoys after w^eeks of pain and 
restless confinement. The flowers seem to bloom with 
greater beauty. The breeze has greater fragrance and re- 
freshment, as he inhales it, or as it fans his fever- worn 
cheek. The branches of the trees wave more gracefully. 
The birds sing more sweetly than before, and as he gazes 
and listens a pleasing sensation comes » over him and he 
weeps for joy. So the new convert feels that his spiritual 
malady is cured. He has found the balm of Gilead and 
the Physician there. This thought is thus beautifully 
presented by Cowper: 

" I was a stricken deer that left the herd 

Long since, With many an arrow deep infixed. 

My panting side was charged, when I withdrew 
To seek a tranquil death in distant shades. 

There was I found by One, who had himself 
Been hurt by the Archers. In his side he bore, 

And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars. 
With gentle force soliciting the darts. 

He drew them forth and healed and bade me live." 
Nor is the confidence of the young convert less than 
his joy. He has little experience of the corruption of his 
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heart and the temptation of the world. His spiritual at- 
tainments are not so great as he supposes. His sanctifica- 
tion is a gradual work. But he experiences so much of 
divine grace and goodness as is sufficient to show him the 
vanity of this world and the reality and excellence of tha 
spiritual world. Having tasted of the good word of life 
and felt the powers of the world to come, he will not eas- 
ily turn again to the beggarly elements of the world. 

8d. — But as the lov# and faith of the children of Israel 
was put to trial in the wilderness, so the Christian is ex- 
posed to temptation and trial. When the children of IS' 
rael, by the help of God, had surmounted the difficulties 
which they encountered in their escape, they were, as we 
have shown, filled with confidence and joy. It seemed to 
them that now they had nothing to do but follow the pil- 
lai* of cloud by day and of fire by night, and soon they 
should enter the Promised Land. Ah ! Little did they sus^ 
pect what was in their hearts, and how much schooling 
they needed, before they would be fit to enter. Little did 
they know what manner of persons the trials of the des- 
erts would show them to be. They were not allowed 
therefore to enter directly into the Promised Land. 

The dreary journey of the desert was before them. And 
it came to pass when Pharaoh let the people go, that God 
led them not through the way of the land of the Philis- 
tines, although that was near. But God led the people 
about through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. 
Their faith and confidence were soon put to the test. 
When they removed from the Red Sea, they went three 
days in the desert and found no water. And when they 
came to Marah they could not drink of the waters because 
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they were bitter. * And they murmured against Moses, 
flaying^ What shall we drink? On the second month al- 
ter their departurefrom Egypt we find them murmuring for 
bread, which is miracuously ftirnished them. Through all 
their journey their history is little else than a narrative of 
rebellions, judgments and repentance. It required a long 
and severe discipline before they could be brought to a 
steadfast reliance upon God. There is one passage in their 
histoiy which claims, on account of its practical bearing, 
more particular notice. In less than three months they 
Encamped by Sinai. Now it might have been expected 
that they would not so soon forget the hand which saved 
them from their enemies, and led and fed them in the des- 
ert. We should not expect in so short a time to see them 
turning to idolatry from the worship of God, whose 
praises they had sung at the Red Sea. Yet such is the 
Atrange feet. While Moses was gone into the Mount, 
which, before their eyes was covered with the most mani- 
fest tokens of the divine presence, they turned from God 
to idolatry. 

They made a molten calf and worshipped it, shouting, 
These be thy Gods O Israel, which brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt. How true the exclamation of David, 
They sang His praise, they soon forgot His works. How 
Almost incredible such inconsistency! Does it not show 
a necessity for severe discipline before they will be stead- 
fast in their obedience aaid be prepared for the Promised 
Land. They were therefore compelled to wander forty 
years in the desert. When from the borders of Canaan 
they retried their cheerless steps the hearts of the peo- 
ple were much discouraged because of the way. They 
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were tired of marches and counter marches. He lead 
them through the great and terrible wilderness, wherein 
were fiery serpents and scorpions and droughts where 
there was no water. He brought them forth waters out 
of the rock. He fed them with manna that their £Mdiers 
knew not, thst He might humble them and proye tiies& 
to do them good in the latter end, for the Lord's portion 
is his people, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He 
found him in a desert Land, in a waste howling wilder- 
ness. He led him about, instructed him and kept him as 
the apple of his eye. As the eagle stirreth up her nest 
and fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh and beareth them on her wings, so the Lord alone 
did lead him. Can we not in all this find a counterpart 
in the experience of the individual Christian? Do his con- 
flicts and temptations end at his conversion? Is the way 
worn smooth by the feet of previous pilgrims or the path 
through fields of flowers? No, it is then that the trial of 
his faith and love begins. He has a discipline to endure. 
" When our first release we gain 
From sin's old yoke and Satan's chain, 
We have this desert world to pass, 
A tiresome and a dangerous place." 
The world can furnish no better supply for the spirit- 
ual nourishment of the Christian than the desert could 
for the pilgrim Israelites. Like them he is dependent on 
the hand of God to feed and guide him. His spiritual 
life and joy cannot be supported by the world. In this 
respect it is to him a barren wilderness. For these bless- 
ings he depends upon God alone as much as the Israel- 
ites did for the sustenance of their bodies. Hence the 
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young Christian, being filled with self-confidence is left 
to want as the Israelites were. He relies upon himself 
and God leaves him to drought, and the water that he 
finds is like that of Marah, bitter. Then he repines and 
murmurs against the ways of God. Perhaps he finds 
fault with his minister for not feeding him with the bread 
of life, and giving him water from the wells of salvation. 
He engages in the interests of the world, and neglects to 
seek from God by humble devotion the grace which is 
necessary for the support of the divine life in the souL 
His satisfaction in religion declines. His sense of eternal 
things becomes faint. He looks upon the world with 
longing eyes, as the Israelites looked with regret back 
upon the flesh-pots of Egypt, and sometimes he is tempted 
to give up his hope and go back again to the world. He 
walks in darkness and sorrow enjoying neither religion 
nor the world. His conscience, like the sting of scorpions, 
interrupts his peace. The rod of God is perhaps laid up- 
-*^on him in some more signal manner. His worldly plans 
are defeated. His idols are torn down. In some way he 
is chastised until he is brought to repentance, and when 
he again seeks after God, his peace and comfort return. 

The clouds and fiery pillar of the divine promise reap- 
pear before him cheering and guiding his way. 

God is in a peculiar manner jealous of the wanderings 
of his people. Other nations worshipped idols, and were 
not punished for it in so signal a manner, but when Israel 
turned to idolatry and substituted the worship of a calf 
in the place of Jehovah his anger was kindled. So the 
world may have their gods in wealth and honor and 
pleasure, and He may say of them as of Ephraim, they are 
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joined to their idols, let them alone. But He does not 
deal so with his children. If they make idols of the 
things of the world, He turns those things into plagues 
ind snares for them. Whom He loveth, He ohasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he reoeiveth. He makes 
them know that they are not to love the world, nor the 
things that are in the world. What a mournful counter- 
part do the lapses and rebellions of the Israelites find in 
the blackslidings of Christians, which require the same 
discipline and correction. In his shortsightedness and im- 
patience the weary pilgrim may ask why his way is no more 
direct. Why these conflicts with foes without and foes 
witMn. Why these temptations, pains and sorrows. 
Were not these things the companions of oUr way we 
should sit down contentedly by the road. We should 
not seek nor desire the Promised Land. But as the 
ease now is, who would wish to live alway ? Who would 
wish to pitch his tent and take up his abode in the desert? 
The way of the children of Israel was long, but it wa#^' 
Bot too long. 

"He led their march far wandering round, 
Twas the right path to Canaan's ground." 

We might perplex ourselves with a thousand inquiries. 
Why He permits his children to live at all in the world 
to sin and suffer. Why does He not send down his 
chariots and horses of fire, to bear them to the sky as He 
did Elijah? The plain reason is that it is not the best 
way for the Christian. When his faith and love are suf- 
ficiently tried, his journey will be brought to a close. He 
will be led no further than his own good and the good of 
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oth^s requires. As soon as the design of his life is ans- 
wered, his feet.will stand upon the banks of Jordan. 

4th — The journey of the children of Israel illustrates the 
pilgrimage of the saint in its happy termination. After 
the Israelites were sufficiently disciplined and prepared to 
take possession of the Promised Land, theii* wandering* 
ceases. But even then a fresh difficulty is presented. The 
waters of the river, instead of being low and fordable, as 
in dry seasons, were overflowing its banks, presenting a> 
frightful barrier. They see the Promised Land beyond, 
in all its beauty, but the river, with its deep and boiling 
flood divides them from it. To ford is impracticable and 
they have no other means of crossing. They are com- 
manded to go forward. 

Having now learned to obey and trust in God they 
make no delay. They advance to the river and, as soon 
. as the feet of the priests touch the water, it retires to the 
, right and left, and gives them a safe and dry passage, and 
they enter with triumph to the Promised Land, the ob- 
ject of their long and tiresome pilgrimage. So the Chris- 
tian, when he comes to the end of his pilgrimage is often 
.filled with fears. When he meets his last enemy and 
looks him in the face his heart sinks. He forgets the 
sweet refreshment of religion which attended him on his 
way. He is troubled with a remembrance of sin and un- 
faithfulness. He loses his hold of the promises and is 
afraid he shall never enter into rest. Many, like Israel, 
are afraid of the river, but when they enter it they find its 
terrors vanished. They experience the fulfilment of the 
promise. When thou passest through the waters I will be 
*7 
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with thee, and through the rivers, they shall not over- 
flow thee. 

They seem to pause where the priests stood, wtio bore 
the ark, and, looking back with a smile, bear precious tee- 
timony of the truth and comfort of religion. How great 
the peace of the Christian when death is freezing up the 
currents of life I How calmly he lies upon the verge ot 
immortality! His face is lighted up with a smile of hope^ 
when all about him are bathed in tears or convulsed with 
anguish. With affectionate interest he bids them fare- 
well and mingles admonition with his parting prayer that 
they may meet in a happier world. " I am now," he can 
say, " at the end of my journey. My toilsome d^ys are- 
ended. Delightful visions of heaven seem to float before- 
my eyes, and its melodies are sounding in my ears. I 
am going to Mount Zion, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born, whose names are written in heav- 
en, to the noble fellowship of prophets and apostles, to 
the glorious company of martyrs, to the presence of my 
God and Redeemer." 

The golden bowl is broken at the fountain, and the 
silver cord is loosed. The pilgrim, who was perhaps de- 
spised, and sighed along a wearisome journey, enters into 
his everlasting rest. 

To render the subject more practical, permit me to aid 
you in several points of application. 

1. — In the admonition it gives to Christians. It is in 
reference to the same subject that Paul says. Let us there- 
fore fear, lest a promise being left of entering into rest^ 
any of you should seem to come short of it. Cast not 
away therefore your confidence, which hath great recom- 
pense of reward. 
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Wherefore lift up the hands that hang down, and con- 
firm the feeble knee% and make straight paths for your 
feet, leet that which is lame be turned out of the way, but 
let it rather be he;al0<J. Follow peace with all men and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. Look- 
ing diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God. 

2. — We are taught the duty of trust and confidence in 
Ck)d. Although the ways of God are often inexplicable^ 
we may be assured that we sufier no trial too great or 
affliction too severe. They are blessings in disguise. 
When we would go astray, God hedges up our path. 
When proud and self-sufficient, he brings us down with 
affliction. He applies the rod of paternal chastisement^ 
as the j&ithful parent does upon the refractory child. 
When the Christian arrives at heaven the ways of Go^ 
will be more pitdn, and as he looks back he will see that 
he has been led in the right way. .. 

It any of my hearers are not Christian pilgrims, though 
they have of worldly good all that heart can wish, their 
condition is still miserable. They may not be plagued 
like others, and may have a merry life during the short 
period allotted them, but what will be their condition 
in eternity? Be persuaded then to begin this spiritual 
pilgrimage. Begin to-day, lest while you linger you^ 
sun go down in everlasting night, and your feet stumble 
upon the dark mountains, where there is none to deliver. 

" Seize the kind promise while it waits. 
And march to Zion's heavenly gates. 
Believe and take the promised rest, 
Obey and be forever blest.'' 
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SERMON XIV. 



f : LXTKB 15: 10. 

' ^< Likewise, I say nnto yov, there is Joy in tlie presence of the 
angels of God OTor one sinner tlint repenteth*" 



* There is no part of the Revelation which God has ^v- 
'en, which may not afford us important lessons, if our fec- 
ulties are wakeful and diligent in seeking for them. It is 
iiot without a design of practical benefit that we are in 
'different connections made acquainted with the existence 
and agency of angels. Such knowledge tends to expand 
^ur views of the divine government and by associating us 
as moral beings with a higher order of intelligences, it 
imparts to our nature, and to our moral acts a greater 
^dignity and importance. 

• Our moral nature by which we are allied to those above 
His, separates us from those below with whom in our phys- 
ical nature we might seem to have affinity, and places us 
in a widely different moral position. Although man 
be placed in the lowest grade of moral beings, he is vast- 
ly elevated above all the creatures of the earth. Placed 
on the descending scale he is associated with dissolution 
and corruption, placed on the ascending scale with the 
spiritual beings which God has created between man and 
himself, he becomes associated with immortality and God. 
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* Although the text does not assert that man sustaini^ 
this affinity with angels, it plainly implies it. They re-f 
joice over the repentance of every sinner. . It is the aot^ 
of a moral being which fills them with joy, on account o^ 
the relation of that act to his future wellbeing. If then 
we consider the nature of the act and the interest which; 
it excites in the angels, the end for which this passage^^ 
was written may be accomplished in leading us to attach^ 
more importance to tiie act of repentance. 

The duty of repentance meets us in the instructions of 
all parts of the Bible, and the enlightened conscience 
acknowledges it to be suitable to the character of man aar 
a sinner against God. The tenor of the entire revelatioa 
which God has made must be overlooked if we would es- 
cape the conviction. No man can look up to a holy God 
with self-approval, or forward to his judgment with the 
confidence of conscious innocence. The defection from 
the government of God which the Bible charges upon the 
whole race, he feels to be true in his own case. The dif- 
ficulty attending a life of piety which prevents so many 
jfrom entering upon it, and makes those who do, to prose-, 
cute it in so imperfect a manner, shows that it is contrary 
to the perverted disposition of our minds. The gospel, 
therefore, places the duty of repentance in just the posi- 
tion which it manifestly must occupy in a revelation from 
God. It meets us, under the dominion of our appetites 
and passions, and opposed to the dominion of God over 
us,with the stem and uncompromising demand of repent- 
ance. It can not require less, for that is the act by which 
the soul submits to the authority and claims of God. 
With the conviction that I am in the wrong and that 
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God is in the right, I reproach myself and approve and 
love the law that oondemn« me. There is not a thought 
or feeling or act which I know to be contrary to the will 
of God which I do not regret. Any correct idea of a 
liubmission to God implies the desire to be conformed to 
his will, and this principle of obedience must assTime the 
form of sorrow for past sin. A true repentance is there- 
fore of the heart, manifesting itself indeed in the lift, but 
it is that inward change which brings the soul into a 
hearty allegiance to God. 

If we could know that a man is a sincere penitent, that 
his feelings are not those which are often similar, and which 
lire excited by fear, or other causes operating only tempo- 
rarily, but are the operations of a mind which the spirit 
of God has so changed that it sees the odiousness of sin 
tod feels sincere hatred for it, we should have no doubt 
but such a person had passed from death unto life and be- 
come a subject of the kingdom of Heaven. The Kbie 
authorizes us to say that by that act a brand has been 
plucked from the burning and one more has been added 
to the church of the first-bom whose names are written 
fn Heaven, that another soul has been delivered from the 
power of Satan and made an heir of glory. In this victo- 
ry of Christ over the wicked one, every sublet of his 
kingdom must rejoice. The triumph of truth over error, 
of holiness over sin must intensify the joys of those who 
love God and raise higher the notes of praise which they 
«ing to the Redeemer, and if the^'evidence were not to us 
obscure and the fact in a degree uncertain it would not 
only justify, but demand the exclamations of Glory to 
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God, with wluoh some other denomination express their 
joy at the event. 

But taaght by experience and observatioii how deceit- 
ful the human heart is, and how uncertain is the genuine- 
ness of the conversion, we are compelled to rejoice with 
trembling; and we would wish to repress such expres- 
sion as not adapted to make the best impression ou the 
mind of the convert. We would not rep^l him by want 
of sympathy or by untimely expressions of our fears. We 
welcome \um to the fellowship of the saints, but we do 
not welcoj»eium to his reward — to his crown. We wel- 
come him to toil, to conflict, to self-denial. We gather 
round him and strive to arm him with the Christian's ar- 
mor, and encourage him to go forth to the battle with all 
God's enemies, sustained by the promise of the Captain, 
Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown 
of life. We put into his hand the pilgrim's staff and wel- 
come him to the thorny and the weary way that the 
«aiuts in all ages have trodden and which has led them to 
their rest. We will cheer our steps together, with the 
«pngs of Zion, and rejoice together in the promises of God, 
but we dare not sing our song of triumph yet. We can 
not rejoice with the certainty of our own repentance or of 
that of another. 

The joy of the angels is of a more positive character, for 
it is over every one that repenteth that they are said thus 
to rejoice. If the doctrine of the Bible concerning angels 
be received by us it neetd not give us great difficulty to 
oonceive of their knowledge of the fact. They are God's 
ministers sent forth to minister to those who shall be 
heirs; of salvation. There are various intimations that they 
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have some acicess to our minds and are the witnesses of 
our moral acts. If they were present in the hours of the 
Savior's severest conflicts to strengthen Him, why may it 
not be that they lend to us all the aid consistent with a^ 
free moral agency, and suggest to our minds those prom- 
ises and truths which are best adapted to sustain us in 
our encounters with Satan. When Bunyan desicribes 
Christian as dropping his swo^d in his severe conflict with 
Apolyon, he might appropriately restore it to him by the 
hand of an aiigel, thus representing the suggestion of 
some passage of Scripture, by which temptation is re- 
sisted. 

That angels have access to human minds, and are wit- 
nesses of human actions, is I think manifest, and as Heav- 
en is interested in all that pertains to the divine glory^ 
they all have an interest in earthly transactions. When 
the sinner becomes a penitent perhaps some angel is 
watching the operations of his mind and aids its final de- 
<}ision. As it approaches the equipoise what intense so- 
licitude he may be supposed to feel lest the mind should 
return to its former position. How much in his just esti- 
mation is depending upon that decision ! When he sees 
the heart yield to the motives which press upon it what 
gladness he feels at the successful issue of his guardiani 
care ! Having a joyful report to bear, he flies back to 
Heaven with a more rapid wing, hastening to make the- 
angels partakers of his joy, and when the rumor flies from 
rank to rank, they may shout out fheir joy in praise to the 
Redeemer, that a soul has been brought into the family 
of God, saved from eternal death to enjoy their happy 
fellowship. 
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Christ is represented as the mmister of the tiJbernacle 
which God pitched. He is not only the priest b*it the 
minister. He makes effectual the sacrifice which he of- 
fered upon the cross. He interposes Himself between 
the believer and the law, and through the divine spirit his 
priesthood has still an important connection with the ap- 
plication of that atonement on earth. In the person of 
Mediator he ministers to his people. He wipes, it issad^ 
their tears. He fills them with joy, and this may be by 
new discoveries of the influence of his death upon the 
universe, fresh proofs in the developments of his provi- 
dence, of holiness, wisdom and goodness. In the same 
assembly angels may hang upon his lips with an ecstacy 
they never before felt, and as he unfolds the shifting drama 
of this world carrying it forward to its consummation, it 
may be the theme to which their attention is ever drawn^ 
and thus the sinner's conversion with its consequences and 
relations, may be a communication from the lips of the 
Savior Himself as He ministers to the joy of saints 
and angels in his upper tabernacle. 

If to render repentance available for pardon was so im- 
portant that Christ should die for it, it may easily be con- 
ceived to be a point of great interest in the minds of all 
holy beings. They are all in sympathy with Christ, and 
if they have not a full conception of the misery es- 
caped by the redeemed and the glory prepared for them, 
they have enough to qualify them to look down upon 
earth with intense interest and to rejoice for every sinner 
that repents. It is feared that the Atlantic is lost, going 
down with all on board. There are some who, from var- 
ious causes, feel particular interest in her fate, and the 
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sympathetic interest extends to many hearts. But what 
care the multitude in their eager pursuit of business or 
pleasure? Not so do the inhabitants of Heaven look 
down upon this earth. Every voyager through life is an 
object of interest and there is at venture all the wide dif- 
ference of Heaven or Hell. Let it be ascertained that 
^ Atlantic is safe, let the wire carry the welcome mes- 
sage from city to city, and in the compass of a few hours 
every heart that has felt solicitude will be relieved of a 
burden and filled with joy, and over the breadth of the 
land will be diffused gladness. But let a sinner repent ^ 
the poorest, the most obscure, to us poor blinded mortals 
it may seem an inconsiderable event fkr less important 
tfean other events occurring round us. We have no ade- 
quate sense of the worth of the soul. We have little 
sympathy with Christ and angels in the matter. Quicker 
than by magnetic wires the joyful news is carried to Heav- 
en and Heaven rejoices. It is not the friends of the pen- 
itent alone nor the redeemed of earth who may be sup- 
posed to have a lively interest for frail humanity, and re- 
joice when a soul repents. No, Gabriel rejoices, and 
chenibim and seraphim who hold the highest places in 
the hierarchies of Heaven. It is a great event. 

I said that the repentance of the sinner was a great 
event in the view of the angels of God, and this fact needs 
to be dwelt upon, that as far as may be, our minds may 
be brought to view the subject in the same way and with 
the same interest. There is no subject which I approach 
with such a sense of its difficulty as this. O ! that eter- 
nity to which we are hastening, that future endless being 
which faith dimly discerns through the light of revelation, 
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what is it ? I hear Jesus Chnst who came from that un- 
seen world to teach us. I hear Him through the report 
of an inspired Evangelist speaking of sin and its condem- 
nation ; I hear Him speaking of Hell where God destroys 
both body and soul of the wicked, where their worm 
dieth not and their fire is not quenched; of some who at 
Ms call shall come forth from the grave to life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt; and as the results of the 
fixak judgment at which He will preside, of some who 
will be called to inherit the kingdom prepared for them, 
while others will be bidden to depart unto everlastmg 
fire prepared for the devil Mid his angels. Let these 
things be viewed in connection with other facts and 
doctrines of the Scriptures. Let us observe what it re- 
veals to us of a Redeemer and the way of salvation 
through his atonement, and we have matter before the 
mind sufficient to arrest the attention of the most care- 
less. As far as we can understand it, the Bible is in har- 
mony with the world, and the voice of reason within' us. 
We look abroad upon the vast and wonderful universe 
and we feel an affinity with the Creator in our intellec- 
tual and moral powers. We look to the grave and sight 
goes no farther. We come back again to the Scriptures 
and enquire what is to be, and there are met by those most 
solemn declarations which place before us a happy or a 
miserable eternity, at the same time urging us to repent 
and showing with what interest Heaven is watching the 
issue. How wide the range of the minds of angels over 
the consequences of penitence or impenitence it is impos- 
sible to tell. Their convictions are the result of positive 
knowledge at least of the happiness of Heaven, and it is 
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presumable that they have an adequate conception of the 
misery of the lost. Now it appears to me that this pas- 
sage was introduced here for the very purpose of as«fit- 
ing our impression upon this subject. It is something be- 
yond our sight and it is difficult for us to form any just 
conception of the worth of the soul, how unutterably 
wretched a thing it is to be lost, and how unutterably 
blessed a thing it is to be saved. Angels understand it 
and they feel a joy that runs through all their ranks when- 
ever a sinner repents. If you stood away from some 
place upon which you saw the attention of all, having a 
view, closely fixed, if you saw them, bending their bodies 
and their hands unconsciously to themselves, as if con- 
trolled by strong sympathy with those whom they were 
l)eholding, and if you saw them suddenly released from 
those seemingly constrained attitudes and gestures, with 
a natural freedom of action clap their hands with joy, and 
clasping them look up and cry, ** Thank God — he is 
safe ! " could you form any other conclusion than that 
some one had been rescued from great danger ? 

A child in its ignorance has climbed to some exposed 
place. If I can see the mother as she stands petrified 
with fear, her eyes riveted upon him while others have 
gone to his rescue, I can tell the instant when that rescue 
is accomplished. 

It is in this way that Christ would impress us with the 
importance of repentance. Angels rejoice in it as the 
turning point with regard to the entire character of the 
future existence. 

If you cannot gain an impression of the danger of im- 
penitence in any other way, learn it from the joy of the 
angels over every sinner tlAt repenteth. 
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SERMON XV. 



HBB.1S: 18,19,90,81. 

'^For ye are net eone vnto the novnt that night he torched, and 
that hvned with ire, nor mnto hlackness, and darksess and tenpest. 

And the sennd of a trmmpet, and the Toice of wonU i which Toice 
they that heard entreated that the word shonld not he spoken to 
then any nore t 

(For they conld not endure that which was conunanded. And if so 
nnch as a heast touch the nonntain, it shall he stoned or thmst 
through with a dart: 

And so terrihie was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear 

and quake t) " . 

»•• 

The text is introduced to enforce the exhortation with 
which it is connected. It compares the condition of be- 
lievers under the Gospel, with that of the Jews at Sinai, 
to show that the duty of persistence in Christian faith and 
practice is urged by stronger motives. The subject then 
which the text presents before us is the tangible moun- 
tain of Sinai, awful with the tokens of the divine presence, 
contrasted with the spiritual Zion. 

If by a vivid description I were able to reproduce the 
scene of Sinai, with terrible symbols of the divine presence, 
it would not be so practical as the easier task which I 
propose to myself The most important ideas connected 
with the subject lie beneath the externals. It was a dis- 
tinct publication of laws which were at first written upon 
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the heart, but which by reason of sin had been obscured 
or perverted. The ten commandments are developments 
and specifications of the great principles of moral duty 
with regard to God apd man. What was before obscure 
is made plain, and what was vague and general is enjoined 
in definite and explicit terms. 

Tkou MhM mty repeated through the ten commandmenta^ 
forbids every class of sin and every sin included in the 
class. If before, ignorance could be pleaded in apology, 
for sin, the specific prohibition removes all ground of just- 
ification. The divine command so covers the entire field 
of moral duty, that a consciousness of guilt must be the 
consequence of transgression. The law did not create any 
principle of moral duty which did not exist before. It 
was the publication of an existing law with specifications 
extending through the whole line of moral duty. In this 
connection I wish you to notice that there is implied in 
this transaction an unimpaired moral agency. Men had 
sinned in every form to a degree that provoked the 
flood. The history of the world in every place and period' 
had been a very plain and full commentary upon the fall, 
and the state into which man fell. But there is not on 
this account any abatement in the stringency with which 
the law is applied to human action. It speaks with the 
same authority as if transgression was of the rarest occur- 
rence, and not to be expected. If man had never fallen 
and had been capable of the highest moral excellence, in 
what other language could it have spoken to him ? What 
more would it have required ? The life of Christ is an 
example of obedience to this law, and illustrates its appli- 
cation to our common humanity. In a nature witirely 
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Human, he was in heart and act what it requires us to be. 
Let then the change in the constitution of man by the fall 
be what it may, the law distinctly recognizes an unim- 
paired moral i^ency. It gives no countenance to those 
views, now so rife, and dignified with the name of philoso- 
phy, which impair moral agency, and diminish human 
guilt. 

There is then recognized in the law perfect freedom of 
moral action. When Moses came down from the moun- 
tain, and rehearsed the law in the hearing of the people, 
although it convicted them of guilt, and conflicted with 
their feelings, there is no intimation that they thought to 
evade its authority on the ground that their evil rendered 
them incapable oi good. The intuitive conviction that it 
was right, prompted the consciousness of the duty, and 
the unqualified promise of obedience. 

At the time when God is represented as saying: O! 
that there were such a heart in them that they would fear 
me, aud keep all my commandments. He imposes upon 
them those commands and they promise obedience. In this 
transaction freedom is as distinctly recognized by both 
parties as is conceivable. God treats them as exercising 
a free moral agency and they are conscious of the same 
freedom to worship God, as to worship the golden calf 
In addition to freedom there is also implied in giving the 
law an obligation to obedience. Sin in a free moral agent in- 
volves an obligation to righteousness. Man possessing a 
moral nature under the government of God, whose law is 
holy, just and good, is bound to obedience by every con- 
sideration which can be conceived to impose obligation. 
The law of God is not an arbitral ry enactment. His na- 
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tttre precludes the possibility of his commanding anything 
but what is right, and what the creature ought to do. 
And this obligation manifestly extends over the whole re- 
gion of moral action. I do not say that some sins are not 
more heinous in the sight of God than others, or that it is 
not an aggravation of guilt to multiply transgressions, but 
that there is as really an obligation to obey in every part 
as in any part — to be holy as not to be a devil. Account- 
ability is also implied in this transaction at Sinai. This 
is involved in obligation and every consistent idea of a 
moral law. 

Except to impress accountability what could be the de- 
sign of the grandeur and terror with which God appeared 
to the Israelites ? Was there not produced in their trem- 
bling bosoms a consciousness that behind transgression 
there was a penalty — ^that it incurred punishment as well 
as guilt? Could the threatenings attending the law have 
failed to establish their consciences in the unwavering 
conviction, which always attends a sense of guilt, that ev^ 
ery sin must be answered for before the just tribunal of 
God? 

If then this scene was a specific publication of moral 
duty implying an unimpaired free moral agency, obliga- 
tion and accountability, we are prepared for a view of it 
that will help us to appreciate its impressiveness. 

It was a mountain that might be touched. Travelers 
often visit and describe it to us, and the valley from which 
the children of Isir'ael gazed up to its awful summits. 

God, my hearts, so hides himself from human view be-^ 
hind the established methods of his providence, or rather 
we are accustolmed to look so much to second causes in- 
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stead of God, that it is difficult for us to entertain any just 
sense of the representation here given, or to look upon it 
as a veritable fact. Of What a wonderful scene was this 
mountain the theatre I God gave sjich manifestations of 
his power as to afford the most indubitable evidence of his 
special presence. ^ It requires more incredulity to disbe- 
lieve than to believe this miracle, for it is but reasonable 
that the moral governor should promulgate his laws to his 
moral subjects. 

The Israelites had encamped before the mountain, and 
day after day had seen the i-ugged outline of its summits 
drawn upon the blue fields of the sky. But on the appoint- 
ed morning as they looked up, there was thundering and 
lightning and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice 
of a trumpet exceeding loud and it was altogether on a 
smoke. And when the sound of the trumpet sounded 
long and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake and God 
answered him by a voice, (iod's presence was manifested 
in a manner too terrible to be endured, and they entreated 
him that he Would speak to them by the mouth of Moses. 
What impression then might the law be expected to make, 
given under circumsnatces that demonstrate its divine or- 
igin and authority? What influence upon the minds of 
the Hebrews shall we attribute to it? Looking ^t the 
text in the connection, it would appear that the Apostle 
regarded fear as most prominently associated with the law 
in their minds — that the appalling scenes attending the 
publication of it would powerfully restrain from trans- 
gression and enforce obedience: and that it would always 
carry with it an influence of this kind derived from the 
origin of it and the scene of its publication. As a safe- 
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gmafd to our life there seems to be implanted in ns a 
recoil from that which threatens it. But there was anoth- 
er very important element in the fear of the Israelites. 
The eotisciouaness of guilt invested the manifestations oi 
God with peculiar terror. While God reveals his holiness, 
conscience sees only the form of avenging Justice, 4|nd in 
the proclamation of the law^ hears only th^r/vw^Bct of 
condemnation. 

Mount Sinai stands in its solitary grandeur, undistin* 
guished from^other mountains, and the event which is pre* 
sented in the text lies far rei?iote in the past. But al- 
though the Apostle says, addressing Christians, ye are not 
come unto Mount Sinai, he does not mean to say that there 
is nothing in their former experience of which Mount Sinai 
is the type. The way to Mount Zion is by mount Sinai, 
as is illustrated in the allegory of Bunyan's Pilgrim. A 
Sinai in experience, so common in the writers of a previ- 
ous age, is not a theological figment which human prog- 
ress has outgrown or can ever outgrow. It is just this 
common experience, which title AposCte (Expresses : I was 
alive withoul^ the law, >nt wlien the conmandment came, 
sin revived a»d I died. I think I am warranted in taking 
Stronger ground. There is gfomettt|ng so analagous, that 
I think your experience will sustain the assertion that 
every enlightened conscience is a Mount Sinai. There 
the distinct prohibitions of the law are repeated, there is 
felt the consciousness of freedom, of obligation, of ac- 
countability. There is realized the condemnation of the 
law, in the corrodings of remorse, and the fearful looking 
for of Judgment; and above all is recognized a present 
and a holy God. 
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The fact that this is not realized in the every day lil^ of 
men, is not a sufficient argument to controvert my posi- 
tion. The office of conscience is restrained by a diligent 
occupation of the mind with other thoughts and cares. 
But let a man feel an influence sufficiently strong to bring 
the mind to a distinct perception of the quality of his moral 
acts and character, and the effect is as I have described. 
He is before Sin^ He experiences fear and a sense of 
guilt, unless conscience is seared or perverted by error. 
Nor is it an extraordinary thing of which I am speaking. 
The frequent exhibitions of divine power in the elenients 
— the glare of the lightning, the crash of the thunder, re- 
produce the Sinai in the sense of the being and presence 
of God, and of personal accountability and guilt, which are 
unfelt under a clear sky and in calm sunshine. The in- 
liuenee of sickness furnishes additional proof in support 
of my position. The thoughts of persons who are not 
religious take a very different direction in sickness 
from what they do in healtji. The objects which had been 
interposed between God and the soul are removed. A 
sense of accountability to God is revived. The crt»ted 
crater of Sinai within begins to smoke and give signs of 
renewed activity. The law is presented before the mind, 
now attentive to its claims, and from every command em- 
anating from divine holiness, it receives the conviction of 
guilt and condemnation. 

That I am not ranging in fanciful speculation, but upon 
the level grade of common experience, is apparent from 
the fact that as hopes of life diminiiA, these fears and 
<!€mvictions of sin are strengthened. Men express fear 
and a sense of sin, and feel these emotions more common- 
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ly than they express them. They speak of a w^ted life, 
at)ii8ed blessings, neglected duties, and of a new life, if 
permitted to live. They pray and ask the prayers 6f oth- 
ers. The effect in appropriate circumstances d emohstrates 
that Sinai is not foreign to our experience — An obsolete 
idea, ft is in its nature perpetual. Conscience repro- 
duces all the essential moral influences of it. 

In the condition in which m_en are, many impediments 
obstruct the appropriate influence of the law. We hold 
it up before you repeating its distinct prohibitions. In 
this we bring before you the authority of God, your own 
freedom, obligation and accountability; and if I earnestly 
urge the fact that it involves you in guilt and condemna- 
tion, is it not just the conviction that you ought to receive^ 
Ought there not now to be impressed upon you as deep 
a sense of fear and guilt as if you saw the last sands of life 
dropping, and but a day or an hour separating you from 
your final judge ? Are the impediments which prevent 
this result any other than you allow to exist, and employ 
to prevent it? Why should not conscience so perform 
its office that as if before the terrors of Sinai your whole 
heart should bow in profoundest reverence of the Law- 
giver and the law, and with an overwhelming sense of 
guilt, cry. Unclean! Unclean! God be merciful .to me a 
sinner ! 

This I conceive to be a preliminary experience in con- 
version. The degree of fear may vary in different minds- 
But there will be a sense of the righteousness of the claims 
of the law, and of a violation of them. The Spirit quick- 
ens a perception of spiritual things. It reveals God to 
the soul as the moral Governor, and the things which are 
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implied in the publication of the law become matters of 
•personal experience. The way of the Christian pilgrim 
is and ever must; be. by Mount Sinai. A sense of sin 
and of divine holiness prepare the wJay for repentance of 
sin and for prayers and the hope of divine pardon through 
the atonement. The law is our schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ. 

It is apparent then that religious instruction, to accord 
with the Biyie, must have in it an element of conviction of 
8in,and alarm to those who have not the peace of a faith and 
hope in the Redeemer. Strong language in presenting the 
threatening against sin, and frightful pictures of future pun- 
ishment is not what I mean. Underlying all correct instruc- 
tion there is distmctly recognized the holiness of God and 
the accountability of man to him. The woes which Christ 
so terribly denounced against the Scribes and Pharisees 
the dreadful picture of torment of the rich man who per- 
verted life to self-indulgence, are not, in reality, more re- 
plete with terror to the wicked than the promises by which 
he gives assurance of blessings to the righteous. The entire 
Sermon on the Mount, in which he explains the law in oppo- 
sition to the prevailing doctrine and practice — every in- 
culcation of moral duty, however gently uttered in look, 
language and tone, had with it an implication that gave 
it authority. The sword of the spirit is a sword with 
two edges. It does not give a direct stroke without a 
corresponding reflex one. Every invitation from Calvary 
is echoed back in threatening from Sinai. As Moses com- 
manded the blessings to be pronounced from Gerizim, 
.and the curses from Ebal, so in all religious truth there is 
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involved the blessing and the curse. It reeognises a mor- 
al agepcy under a divine law, oblation and ^ccoontabiU- 
ty. It has in it a Sinai or it is wanting in one important 
element of scriptural teaching. 
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SERMON XVI. 



Hbb. 18: 38,28,34. 

«« But jre are come unto Mount aMon, and unto tlie elt jr of tl>e 
tlTlnif Ood, the beavenly Jerusalem, and to an Innmnerable eom- 
pany of angeU, 

To tbe general aseeinbly and cbvrcb of tbe flrst*bom« ivblcb 
are nrrltten In beaven. and to Gtod tbe Judge of all, and to tbe 
tplrlte of Just men made perftet* 

And to Jesus tbe mediator of like new corenant and to tbe blood 
of sprinkling tbat spealcetb better tblngs tban tbat of Abel." 



The Apostle has all along in this epistle been encourag- 
ing the faith of the Hebrew Christians, that by the power of 
it they might resist all temptation to apostacy. He ex- 
hibits the most illustrious examples of it, from Abel down- 
wards until he finishes the argument with the example of 
Christ the author and finisher of faith who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross. . He then, as the strongest 
motive to perseverance, presents the most vivid picture of 
the final object of their faith. Mount Zion of which their 
God is King and the glorious companionship of its in- 
habitants. 

Coming to Christ the Christian is delivered from the 
bondage of fear and condemnation. He feels the atoning 
blood sealing his peace with God and speaking better 
things than the blood of Abel. In the promises, he has a 
view, not only of the glory of the heavenly Zion, but of 
his own interest in it. This I apprehend, is the sense of the 
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passage which exhibits Zion in contrast with Sinai. I 
shall exhibit it 

Ist. As a subject of experience. 

2d. As an object of faith. 

Ye are come* to Jesus the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant and the blood of sprinkling. The Christian is here 
represented as receiving pardon through the mediation 
of Christ. To see the influence of such an experience in 
encouraging perseverance we need only to. see what it m 
and what it imports. It was preceded by dissatisfaction, 
fear, and a sense of guilt. If the fountains of feeling had 
not been very deeply stirred the natural yearning of the 
mind for a higher good had made the path of life weari- 
some through cares and sorrows. How many vain ex- 
periments had been tried to alleviate the burden ! How 
many speculations indulged to solve the enigma of human 
life and destiny! And the grave, what darkness was 
spread around it ! It was a chasm whose deep mystery 
experiment could not explore or explain, where every- 
thing thrown in was silently engulfed without making any 
report of its abysses. This were enough to prepare the 
soul to listen with interest to Him who invites the weary 
and heavy laden to come for rest to Him, who brings life 
and immortality to light. But there has been a deeper 
experience. With this natural yearning after a higher 
good there has been a sense of guilt. Conscience has re- 
sponded to the declarations of the Bible producing a 
sense of sin and condemnation and clothing the future 
with terror. When, therefore, Jesus the Mediator of the 
New Covenant and the blood of , sprinkling is appre- 
hended, the attention and interest of the mind are turned 
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in a new direction. Mount Zion with manifestations of 
divine grace and love begins to appear, and the feelings 
of the soul as it flies tremblingly to it from the terrors of 
Mount Sinai, may be expressed in language like this — O 
Lord, I confess, I feel that I am a sinner ; I have trans- 
gressed thy righteous laws and have sinned against thy 
grace ; I have no righteousness, no merit from obedience 
by which I can claim thy favor; my only plea is that 
through thine own gracious purpose, satisfaction has been 
made to thy broken laws in my behalf; I commit my 
€ause to the Savior of sinners ; He has met the claims of 
justice and promises pardon to the penitent ; I fly to the 
Mediator of the new covenant and to the blood of sprink- 
ling that speaketji better things than the blood of Abel. 
If the soul be reconciled to God and has the peace and 
joy whidi attend a faith and hope in Christ, must there 
not be an influence to fortify the mind against .tempta- 
tions to sin ? Is not this the victory which overcometh 
the world even your faith? If the way be through trials, 
is there anything which can prevail with you to turn back? 
The influence which imparts peace, imparts also a princi- 
ple of new life. You have .come to the Mediator and 
have life in Him. He purges away sin and breaks the 
power of it and brings you into the liberty of the sons of 
Ood, so that you are no longer the servants of sin but of 
righteousness. How impressively this idea is presented in 
the language of the Apostle ! For if the blood of bulls and 
of goats and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean 
purifieth to the sanctifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Jesus, who by the eternal spirit offered 
♦8 
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himself a spotless victim to God, purge onr consciences 
from dead works to serve the living God. 

2dly. I come now to consider the things which it is 
the province of faith to realize, distinct from experience. 

Introduced by the Mediator and the blood of sprinkling 
into the blessings of the new covenant, Christians are 
come to Moimt Zion. It is a prominent object on which 
the eye of faith rests. Zion and Jerusalem are types of 
the heavenly city where God in an especial manner dis- 
plays his glory and love. The Apostle presents before 
us a personal God and not an unintelligible something 
dispersed through the universe ; a local heaven and not a 
state merely, of which from our physical relations we can 
comprehend nothing. And this living God who created all 
things and ujAolds all things, whose seat of universal em- 
pire is in the heavenly Jerusalem, is their God. They 
have submitted themselves to Him and sworn allegiance 
to his government, and He through the Mediator has given 
them indemnity for past sins and a charter of citizenship 
with all the privileges belonging to it. Their names are 
enrolled in its registers. The covenant of which Christ 
is Mediator, and to which they have set their names and 
seals, is recorded there. 

This city reared by almighty power, resplendent with 
divine glory, adorned with every beauty, lies before the 
vision of Faith. The path of Christian fidelity leads di- 
rectly and unerringly up to it. Perseverance in that path 
will soon bring you there — to enter its sacred portsJs — 
to tread its streets — ^to bow before the throne — to sin no 
more — to go no more out and to partake of its pleasures 
to the utmost of the souPs capacities. 
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But it is not a city of magnificent vacancy and solita- 
ry splendor. There is no want of worthy companionship. 
The general assembly of the church enjoy the favor and 
inheritance of eldest sons. It is the church of the 
first-foom. The Apostle therefore presents as an object 
of faitli to the Hebrews, the inhaHtants who ai-e their fel- 
low citizens and fellow heii's, and are to become their in- 
timate companions — Moses and all the prophets — the glor- 
ious company of the Apostles — the noble fellowship of 
tSie martyrs — in short the general assembly and church of 
the first-bom, who are written in Heaven. 

They lived the life of faith and persevered unto death. 
In their example you see the way and in their happy fel- 
lowship the end. 

A consideration presented by the Apostle in this con- 
nection ought not to be omitted — ^that this fellowship is 
not marred by the imperfection which attends it in thi» 
life. Whatever speculations we may indulge about it or 
objections raise against it, the fact is plainly declared 
that those whom divine grace pardons will be sanctified 
when admitted to Heaven. There will be no root of bit- 
terness springing up to trouble — no repulsion of uncon- 
genial tastes and tempers — no strife produced by theo- 
logical dispute — no sectarian bigotry and ambition. The 
just are made perfect. It will be the communion of the 
saints of which the church is a fkint type. 

In this representation of the Apostle in addition to the 
great assembly of the church there is the innumerable 
company of the angels. If we cannot have a very dis- 
tinct idea of the nature of angels, we ascertain the fact 
that they are an order of beings superior to us in power 
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and intelligence. They are immortal and have in them 
no element of corruption and decay, and are as pure and 
holy as the heavens where they dwell. 

The scattered intimations in the Bible respecting them 
are suflScient to impress us with a sense of their great- 
ness and excellence, and this sense will be increased by a 
view of what th^ fallen angels lu^ve been able to accom- 
plish. They set themselves against the Highest, "raised 
impious war in Heaven and battle proud." They ex. 
trended their influence into this world to disturb it and 
keep it in disorder, not indeed so as frustrate the divine 
plan, but to present such a resistance as to show that 
nothing but almighty power cQuld prevail against il. 
What the angels are who kept their first estate may in 
part be inferred from the sagacity and power manifested 
by those who fell. But what their glory is, and what 
their ministrations, and what their companionship with 
redeemed souls, perseverance in the Christian life only 
and shortly will reveal. 

The remaining object in this representation is the most 
prominent one, and in the aspect and character with 
which it is invested, might at first view appear terrible 
rather than attractive and not in accordance with the 
tenor of the representation. In the midst of all these 
glorious objects to which the eye of Faith is directed, is 
revealed God the Judge of all. Why is He presented in 
this character? Why is He beheld as a judge rather than 
as king? Even in the heavenly Jerusalem where the be- 
liever contemplates the results of redemption he beholds a 
judge. The Apostle cannot omit the recognition of so 
important a feet as the moral government of God. . His 
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gospel always recognizes a judge. Even the promises 
which portray the future glory of the saints must bring 
to view a judgment to warn against apostacy and sin 
which would expose their souls to its condemnation. The 
Apostle would have us always remember, in opposition to 
all teaching to the contrary, that the God who dwells iA 
the heavenly Zion is not a father or a king merely, He 
is also judge of all. 

Rut the conception of the Apostle, I apprehend, reached 
&rther than this and embraced another very important 
idea. In order to complete the view of the Christian's 
privilege, he needs not only to see God as King of Zion, 
and to stand in his presence, but also to see Him as Judge 
of all. He needs to have so bright an evidence and so 
strong a sense of reconciliation with God and such assur- 
ance before Him as shall clothe the character of the judge 
with all the attractions of the father. He needs to see 
the demands of the law answered, and an authorized way 
by which the dreadful ordeal may be safely passed. He 
needs to see the atonement and intercession of Christ re* 
alized in the effect of acquittal and salvation. In short, 
to conceive the mighty idea of the grace of the gospel he 
needs a distinct view of the judge of all, acknowledging 
and giving full effect to the act of indemnity which Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant has secured through 
the blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things thait 
the blood of Abel. That this idea was in the mind of the 
Apostle i&, I think) apparent from the connection. He 
carries the mind by an ascending scale to those views 
which operate most powerfully to confirm its peace and 
to fortify it against temptation. He presents to view 
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Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, its glorious inhab- 
itants, God the judge of all, and then in immediate con^ 
nection, to crown the climax, Jestts the Mediator and the 
blood of springing. 

When, therefore, the Christian persevering unto the 
end, brings with him to the celestial city this character of 
/pitizenship, it will be not only a passport for admission » 
but a sufficient introduction to the innumerable oompiany 
of angels i^d the general assembly and church of the first- 
bom. It will be a valid title to the hjeavenly inheritance 
which Christ has purchased and taken possession of in hi$ 
name and nature. And before the Judge of all he caa 
present the act of grace in the new covenant for the ful- 
fillment of which Jesus is guaranty, and which is ratified 
in his blood. 

The emblems by which the transactions of that scene 
wre represented, are not the law, the book and the sword 
only. There is also an altar, a sacrifice, an atoning lamb, 
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and the blood of 
sprinkling, Uiat speaketh better things than that of AbeL 

In c(»ning to Jesus the Mediator, and the blood of 
eprinkling, there may be implied the idea of seeing Him 
^d being transformed into his image and purified from 
ever stain of sin. 

Where that holy city lies we ean not teli. We do not 
need to know. The glory and happiness of it surpass our 
conception. In the highest exercise of faith, when the 
Christian gahM the clearest view of it, he still faintly rei> 
aliizes his privilege. He sees as through a glass, darkly. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
yupon us that we iihould be cidled the sons of G^od. There^ 
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fore the world knoweth us not because it knew Him not. 
Beloved now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be, but we know th^t when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. 
And every one that hath this hope purifieth himself even 
as He is pure. 

The force with which the Apostle addresses this sub- 
ject to the Hebrews is unimpaired by any change of cir- 
cumstances. It urges upon you steadfastness, diligence 
and a consecration of yourselves to God as strongly as it 
did upon them. It presents as an object of Mth the 
glorious results of it, of which you have the earnest in 
your present experience. It encourages you to the same 
joyful hope, for it says to you as to them, **But ye are 
oome to Mount Zion, and unto the city of the Hving God, 
and the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, and to the general assembly and church of 
the first-born,which are written in Heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling, that spea&eth better things than 
tiiatof Abel." 
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SERMON XVII. 



Rev. 21 : 1. 
<<And there was ii« ■•re set/' 



While reason stands with doubt and fear, looking into 
the grave, unable to penetrate its gloom, and unable to 
discover the evidence of a future life, Christ in the Gos- 
pel brings life and immortality to light. And when Faith 
beholds him as the resurrection and the life, if the appear- 
ance of Death is formidable, his sting is taken away» 
Light breaks in upon our minds from Heaven, like the 
brightness of the morning upon the lost and benighted 
traveler. This is enough to make the Bible a precious 
book. We should expect that creatures in our condition^ 
subject to sorrow and death, would dwell upon such 
themes with a rapture that language is inadequate to ex- 
pi*ess. We should expect that passages of this nature in 
the Bible that are used would be marked not only with 
pencils, but with our tears, as in fulness of heart we pon- 
der upon them. If we have an assurance of immortality^ 
of the forgiveness of our sins, and reconciliation with 
God through the Mediator, it were enough to make the 
Gospel precious, and to warrant the strongest terms by 
which we might endeavor to express our estimation of it. 
But when our minds are satisfied upon these points, cling. 
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ing, as our hearts instinctively do, to the beloved objects 
which our Heavenly Father permits us to enjoy in this 
life,, we anxiously ask what will be beyond the grave. Is 
there good enough to compensate our loss and the pain 
of the transition ? To all our inquiries upon this subject 
the Gospel gives full and explicit answers. It reveals to 
the eye of Faith enough of the Heavenly (Canaan to dis- 
pel the terrors of Jordan. To a view of it I propose to 
lead your minds on this occasion, confining myself to the 
point suggested in the text — ^And there was no more sea. 
This language, I apprehend, is emblematical of the rest 
of Heaven. I saw, says John, a new Heaven, and a new 
Earth, for the first Heaven and the first Earth were 
passed away. To minds in the ordinary degree suscepti- 
ble of impression from the objects of nature, there is » 
pleasure in the contemplation of the dreadful as well as 
the gentle, the grand as well as the beautiful ; but there 
are, I suppose, few, and in them it is a moral defect, who 
do not turn with peculiar interest to those scenes which 
infuse into the mind a sympathetic serenity. The quiet 
of a Sabbath morning, if we lived where that quiet is wit- 
nessed, when every prospect of hill and valley seems the 
image of peace, from the tranquility which it imparts, 
naturally leads us to picture in it the rest of Heaven* 
Because it so accords with their experience, is probably 
the reason why the Hymn, "There is a land of pure de- 
light," is so generally a favorite among Christians. As 
clouds and storms prepare us to welcome the calm sun- 
shine, so the troubles of life dispose us with a natural 
pleasure to dwell upon those passages which represent 
Heaven as a repose, and to see a delightful sentiment in 
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the text: There was no more sea. There is, I apprehend, 
a very general aversion to the sea. Next to war, it is 
dreadful to mothers, who have a strong reluctance that 
their sons should venture upon it. 

It is an unstable element, always in agitation, and often 
Sangerous. Like the sea, our life is a scene of agitation and 
danger, as we voyage upon it through billows and storms 
to the shores of eternity. Dissatisfaction with life may 
arise from causes entirely disconnected with piety. From 
impatience under calamity there may be a desire of the re- 
pose which is expected in the grave. " Who would live al- 
way,'^ may be the expression of a heart fretful against 
Providence. But it is not an unprofitable exercise to 
view the evils of life in contrast with Heaven if it serves 
to quicken and strengthen oun desire of it. David was 
tiot in a fit of brooding melancholy when he desired the 
wings of a dove that he might fly away and be at rest, 
^tid panted after God as the hart after the water brook. 
Paul was not indulging a moody discontent when from 
the scene of his conflicts he looked with longing to his 
i;rown and the heavenly mansions. If abroad we feel the 
. fetorm, it excites a stronger desire and effort for the com- 
forts of home. The person who travels in foreign lands 
for gain or improvement, exposed to the buifetings of the 
Vorld, ofcen reverts in thought to the peaceful scenes of 
his childhood, the home of warm affections, and cherishes 
the hope and desire of returning to the enjoyment of 
them. The sailor after being exposed to the hardships 
fend dangers of the sea, desires the calm and security of 
harbor, and hears with joy the announcement that it is in 
feight. And the delightful visions which compose the 
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■dreams of the war-broken soldier are scenes of peace 
and home. It is affectation if we attempt to conceal an 
inquietude in our present condition. There is no state in 
life so happy as to be exempt. Here the rich and the 
poor meet together. The promises therefore are adapted 
to our wants. They minister just the consolation and 
support that we need. They breathe upon the fainting 
hearts of Christians like balmy air from Heaven. Let 
not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, believe 
«lflo in me. In my Father's house are many mansions, I 
go to prepare a place for you. There are none whose cir- 
cumstances may not prepare them to view, with pleasure 
^nd profit, this part of the representation of Heaven: There 
was no more sea. 

If we look abroad upon the world, or through history, 
survey its character in the past, the most prominent fea- 
ture that strikes us, is its ceaseless agitatibn and change. 
Kingdoms rise and fall, generations pass after genera- 
tions; revolution follows revolution in government, in 
the social state, in science and religion, like successive 
waves of the sea. The malignity of human passion 
foments constant strife and kindles the rage of war. This 
is not the character of any one period or part of the world. 
It is universal. Earth has been a theatre of tragedy— a 
shambles of human butchery. History is a melancholy 
study. Its every page is stained with blood. There is, 
I am aware, in most minds, a susceptibility of pleasure in 
the contemplation of exciting scenes, although in them- 
selves dreadful. But who does not turn with delight to 
contemplate those of a milder feature. The sensitive 
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Cow per in the expression of his own feeling has expressed 
the sentiment of every right minded man : 

^^My ear is pained, 
" My soul is sick with every day's report 
*'0f wrong and outrage with which earth is filled." 
Who can help anticipating with pleasure that state in 
which the garments rolled in blood and the confused 
noise of the warrior shall be no more known; in which 
the tumults of the people — those ragings of the sea, and 
wars and rumors of wars — the sea and the waves roaring 
shall be no more heard — ^in which there shall be no more 
sea. 

There is a resemMauce between life and the sea in re* 
spects which point more directly to our personal experi- 
ence. There is an inquietude for which we cannot very 
well account, and it might seem unreasonable if it were 
not universal. It belongs to our nature and bespeaks our 
immortal destination. 

"The glorious foreigners, distressed, shall sigh 
On thrones." 
It is the necessary dissatisfaction of the soul with the 
low part which, while chained to mortality, it is compelled 
to transact. It yearns for an ampler sphere — a higher 
good, 

"To fly at infinite; and reach it there, 
" Where seraphs gather immortality 
"On life's fair tree, fast by the throne of God." 
As the sea when unagitated by winds, is still unsettled, 
and heaves in long swells, as if moved by some impulse 
of internal restlessness, so the human bosom knows not 
the repose for which it pants. It heaves with perpetual in- 
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quietude. Lake the e^met upon the embers we run this 
way and that, but the burning flame still pursues. Wheth- 
er we consider it the infelicity of our being, or an evi- 
dence of the immortal nature of mind, in either case alike, 
it furnishes ground to contemplate with interest that 
state where hope realizes its object — where the highest 
aspirations of the soul &sten upon the perfect and the in- 
finite, and every desire is satisfied, where there is no more 
sea. 

In the experience of the Christian there are often 
gloomy doubts which cloud his hopes — distressing fears 
arising from the consciousness of sin — a hard conflict be- 
tween the opposing forces of the flesh and the spirit. 
There are hours in the absence of a distinct sense of the 
divine favor when he is as a sparrow alone upon the 
house-top, and mourns sore like doves. He is like Paul 
when cast up and down in Adria, and no small tempest 
was on him, and neither sun nor moon nor stars for 
many days appeared. In bitterness of heart he cries out 
with David, O my God my soul is cast down within me ; 
Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy water spouts ; 
All thy waves and billows are gone over me. These deep 
experiences in which the Psalms of David abound, find an 
antitype in the common experiences of Christians. When 
in their distress they cry unto God, their deliverance is 
expressed in that which David records of himself: In my 
distress I called upon the Lord and cried unto my God: 
He heard my. voice out of His temple. He sent from 
above: He took me. He drew me out of the deep waters. 
While we are in this life, in an unsanctified state, these 
plagues of the heart will remain. But if the heart be 
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Hght with God, there will be none of these self-re- 
proaches, none of this bitterness of soul beyond the con- 
fines of life. There wiU he no more 9ea, 

I would not wantonly open a wound that time has 
healed. But I do not think it painful or hurtful to renew 
a remembrance of our sorrows, or to anticipate those 
which are to befall us. The adversities of fortune, the 
disappointments we suflfer are often so painful; the cup 
which our Heavenly Father puts into our hands is so bitter 
that it is impossible to recover a relish of life. Sore as 
such trials are, they are insignificant compared with the 
afflictions produced by the death of those in whom our 
life is bound up. Tour experience* will sustain my remark. 
It is a storm which we encounter more than once in our 
voyage, and makes us feel that we are indeed tossed upon 
a sea. In such providences we seem to stand on the brink 
of time, as we see those who " trod the rough path of the 
world by our side," sink and pass from our sight. We 
stand by the grave that is open to receive all that remains 
of them. We see them lowered into t^eir cold and silent 
resting place. With the present, memory associates all 
that is endearing in the past. A thousand tender recol- 
lections crowd upon the mind. While our thoughts centre 
upon the scene before us, everything seems clouded with 
gloom, and life itself an empty shadow with nothing real 
but its sorrows and ills. A susceptibility of attachment, 
although the source of our highest earthly happiness, in 
such hours, seems rather the means of increasing our sor- 
row and adding poignancy to our grief In the separation 
of the tender ties, in the. final ferewells, there is something 
so pwnful as to make us tire of life, and look with an?- 
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loufl longing to another state exempt from the ills to which 
this 18 suhjeot. It is hardly within the possible achieve- 
ment of human depravity not to feel the imper^ction of 
the present state and breathe forth the sigh for something 
better. For the same reason that the ancients inumed the 
ashes of the dead« or that we place the stone upon the grave 
this sorrow is cherished by ns. We can not, we do not wish 
to forget it. It seems to be written indelibly upon the heart. 
AS upon the nm or the stone; Sacred to Memory. With 
these mementos constantly increasing, is it not pleasant, 
ei^ecially to older persons, to look to that state where 
these occasions of sorrow do not exist. Before the aching 
beart is laid at rest, how much of grief it must feel! Be- 
fore the frail bark reaches the port how many storms must 
beat upon it. Is it not then delightful to look beyond 
this rough ocean, to that land where there are experienced 
none of the storms by which we are now tossed, where 
there shall be no more sea. 

I fihidl pursue the analogy in but one point more. The 
dangers of the sea are a type of life. If we contemplate 
ourselves apart from a future life, we^ appear as bubbles 
on the ocean of being — not of sufficient importance to ex- 
cite much solicitude. From this source arises on the part 
of many a recklessness of life. If man be classed with 
the brute, what matter how soon the feverish dream of life 
end« in utter oblivion. In such a life what is there to chal- 
lenge diligence and care in regard to the manner in which 
it is conducted- But when we feel the powers of the 
world to come, when a consdiousness is awakened within 
us, that each one is a moral being — an intelligent soul 
embarked for immortality, our fears are alarmed. It is a 
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is a treasure of incalculahle value at risk upon a voyage in 
which multitudes make shipwreck. In the mind of every 
Christian who is awake to his eternal interests, there is^ 
as there was in the Apostle PauFs, a fear lest he should be 
castaway. In this fear there is no doubt of the truth of 
God's word. It is his belief of it that awakengj his fears. 
He knows that there remains a rest for the people of 
God, that through Christ there is salvation for the chief of 
sinners He knows that his Savior is feithful to his prom- 
ise, and is able to perform all that he has promised. His 
fears do not arise from any suspicion of deficiency in the 
provision which divine love has made in behalf of sinners* 
But he fears himself, the corruption of his own heart, the 
the power of sin within him, and the temptation of the 
world without him, which may frustrate the efforts of Di- 
vine Love. It is fear which prompts our prayers. We feel 
the need which we have of the aid of Him who walked the 
waves of the Sea of Galilee, and by whose presence the 
well nigh foundered ship of the discipl^ was immediately 
at land whithersoever they went. The voyage of life is 
dangerous in every part of it. Hymeneus and Alexander 
are types of many who leaving a good conscience make 
shipwreck of fiuth. The church and the world are often 
surprised by the defection of those whose constancy has 
long withstood temptation. Their light, whose growing 
brightness through longyears of trial gave the highest prom* 
ise, has suddenly been obscured. In the spiritual voyage^ 
as in the natural, many are lost when the nearness of the 
port gives a confident hope and sense of safety. When 
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they expected to be in harbor they find themselves upon 
the rocks. We are never, as Bunyan quaintly expresses 
it, out of. bowshot of the Devil, until we are within the 
gates of the Celestial City. We are never safe until death 
has put the seal of immutability upon us. We are never 
safe until the last temptation has been resisted and the 
last conflict with the World, the Flesh, and the Devil, 
crowned with victory; until we disembark from the 
voyage of life, having escaped all its dangers, into that state 
where there shall be no more sea. 

Our subject shows the nature and oflice of Christian 
faith. The Apostle describes it as the substance of things 
hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. It was by 
faith that the elders obtained a good report. It was in 
them a principle of action and endurance. Moses chose 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin'for a season, because he had re- 
gard to the recompense of reward and endured as seeing 
Him who is invisible. Faith rests on the promise of God. 
It is not sight but supplies the want of it. It is such an 
internal sense of eternal realities as enables us to employ 
the spiritual arithmeticof the Apostle, and reckon that the 
sufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed, and account the trials of 
life light if they may be made to work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Faith en- 
ables us exulting to say: For we know if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. It enables us to venture into the dark future, to 
endure earthly weal and earthly woe, to stand unshaken 
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flict with the last enemy. What, my hearers, can be more 
desirable than such a &ith which produces as its necessary 
fruit, tibe hop« which is as an andior to the soul sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the vail ? 
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